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PREFACE 


_ VE corruption of the age is a complaint with 
ö I many nen who contribute to increaſe . 
= lik manner, the inattention of the people is a com-. 
3 plaint with many preachers who are themſelves to blame. 
A dull diſcourſe naturally produces a liſtleſi audience: 
there being feu bearers who will attend to that by which 
2 their hearts are not engaged, or their imaginations en- 
2 tertained, To entertain the imagination principally, 
were a poor, and indeed a vicious aim iu a preacher. 
To engage the heart, with a-view to mend it, ſhould 
be his grand ambition. Auy farther than as it may 
prove ſome way or other ſubſervient to that, entertain- 
ment ſhould geuer be admitted into a Sermon. There, 
io ſay the truth, we ſeldom meet with too much of the 


latter. Would to Cod we uu met ghee with more 
Y the former 1 Y 


The author of the fallwing Diſcuorſes was prompt- 
e to phbliſh them, from an unfeigned regard for the 
Female Sex,; from a fervent zeal for the beſt iutereſls - 
= of ſociety, on which he believes their diſpoſitions and 
deportment will ever have a mighty influence ; and, 
taftly, from a ſecret deſire long felt of trying, Wunden 
that ſiyle of preaching, which to him appears, upon the 
wh ole „ adapted to an auditory above the vulgar rank, 
might ſucceed on a ſubje of this nature; nothing 
in the tina, that he knows of; having been endeavour- 
ed before, in auy lauguage. That the attempt was as 
difficult as it was new, and, that this very difficulty 
WG probably the conſe of it's having. been Alus der 
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diſiruſt. On that, he cheerfully relied for every pro- 


the compoſition, apo which. he would not have venty- 
red, hut for the uncommonneſs of the eccaſion. Nor 
bas be been diſappointed. But the publick has not 
owa candour only : it has een exerciſed indulgence; 
perſons of { both ſexes, of various. denomiz rations, and 


EO 


he, di ge erent taſter, 1 7 7 es in 2 the * 


| 3 er any reaſon Ne 22 ug. the 5 5 name. Aud | 
| 7 5 indeed it had been in vain, the majority of his readers 
Z " you immediately diſcovered hiz, 


expettation,” affords him Pecullai pleaſure, as i rate 


* 2 4 * SEK 
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e., bis heben, that what if here Figgeſted ay, by. 
W 3 the blefſing of Heaven, which he humbly implores,. 


contribute to the improvement of the moſt agreeable 


2 5 
3 — — 
we Fw 


| are new, or may be hereafter,” conettel.” In this 
| caſe, it will add to hi. bappineſi to refed, that he 
64, rendered: the plain voice of Truth acceptable as 


111 theſe who are wh — 25 the V. iren ſong. 
| 8 of Flattery. | 


* Beſide many correctiont and PEPE. ERR in thi. 
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edition, the two laſt ſermons of the former, being 
much tos lorg, are here eh on into Four,; by which 


clined, he could not help confudering, at the ſame time: : | 
| and the conſideration created ſuch a diffidence of ſuc- ® 
ceſs, as made him de fi irous of ; concealing himſelf. With © 
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= part of the creation, and by © onfequente bith te their 7 
bun felicity, and that of millions with whom they 
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reſpect to the candbur of the publick, he entertained no "FJ 
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1 The preacheriis willing to hope, that Women of moſt 
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mean, the attention of the reader will iz . 
and the ſize of 1 the volumes is brought to an equality. 


2 The rules relating to Devotion, which before occu- 
3 pied only the ſecond part of the eleventh ſermon, now 
p employ the whole of it, ſo as to follow. out, in a re- 
XZ gular conne@ion, the ſubjett of Female Piety ; aud 
the other part concerning | Good W orks, comes after, 
*$ in its natural order. 


1 conditivie; and at all ages, may mect * with ſome uſe- 


3 
x ful YT or Some falutary hint, ſhould curio ofity 


| incite them to took into theſe diſcourſes. Should any 


= of thoſe young perfoui i in genteel life, to hom they 
| L are chiefly addreſfed, deem the reprehenſions they con- 


tain too ſevere, or too indiſcriminate ; he can Only. 


| A 7 /ay, that, as all were diffated by friendſhip uo leſs 


ah than by conviction, ſo he wiſhes it to be underſtood, 
that many were occa aſi ſoned by a particular obſerva- 


7 4 tion of thoſe character and manners. which are e 
= ſeemed faſhionable amongſt the Young and the Gay of 


= of this netropo lis.. In the Country (a-denomination 
= which, as matters are commonly couducted, he ca 


] 1 by ng means allew to the. neighbourhood of London) 


of the contagion of vice and volly, it may be preſumed, . 
ii not ſoepidemical. In hart hes perſuaded, that wo - 
nnen 15 worth and Senſe are to be found every where, + 4 
but muſt frequently. in. the calm of. retreat, and; 4. 
1 the Ty" of recolection. — 
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AN a mas "WO et ker graaments, 

, or #bride her attire?” is the Al 
2 s queſtion by the mouth of a pro- 
Phet. Splendid attire and rich ornaments 

3 2 many Places of feripture, ſpoken 
Hout” cenſſire, and 1 in ſome with ap- 


Sade The king” s daughter (fays ; 
the pal mill) is all glorious Witlin: he 
WM her clothing is of wrought old; 
the (hall be brought * the King 14 


raiment of needle- work.. The e. 


uous womagis in e apple aud- 
d for“ clothing her houſebold with ſcar- 


7 let, and herſeff with 1 and d purple,” 792 
11K 
| n 5 | 5 


2 SERMON I. 4 
The Creator has poured unk bunded beau 3 
ty over his works. Witneſs the flowers 
of tlie field, celebrated by our Saviour him- 
ſelf; nat the gems of the mine, men- * 
A found 1 in the Revelation of St John, asf 
employed to give additional luſtre even to 
the New Jeruſalem ; witneſs, in general] L | 
all that wonderful colouring, and 'thoſe® 1 
fair proportions, that pleaſe the eye, and YE 
amuſe the imagination, with endleſs va- 1 
riety. Who can reſiſt, who indeed ought 
to reſiſt, the agrecable effect? 'Surely the 
Author of Nature does nothing 1 in yain. 
He ſurely meant, that by beholding her! 
- with delight we might be led to copy herſ 
Vith care, and from contemplating thel 
inferiour orders of beauty riſe to che ad- þ 
miration of that which is Supreme. 
As he has furniſhed Taſte material 
195 the exerciſe and entertainment, no leſi 
than for the proviſion and accommodation 
of man; ſo has he inſpired that genius) 
7 and (pplicd thoſe powers, by which they 
8 gere moulded into form, and heightened 
; into ſplendour: | In ſaying us, we are 
warranted by revelation itſelf, where ve 
are expreſsly told, that © the ſp pirit of the 
f 28 Lord Wed lech, ho! lab, l 0-1 
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SERMON, 3 
thers), with wiſdom, and underſtanding, 
and knowledge; to deviſe and work all 
m-. manner of curious and cunning works 
en- of the carver of wood, the cutter of 
al & ſtones, - the jeweller, the engraver, the 

weaver, the embroiderer in bas and i IN 


9 


et. 
i 
7 * 
ers 
By 
4 
ad Fes 
2 


— 1 


"-K 


= 


cal . purple, in ſcarlet and in fine linen.“ 
of: What multitudes are daily employed, and 


nd Fomfortabiy ſupported by theſe and ſuch 
val Hike mamental arts, hardly any one Is - 
kf ER 4 28 
Ne +; That: Werfen of f in genuity and elegance 
in. are particularly becoming in your ſex, and 
her that, the ſtudy of them ought to enter in- 
her to female education as much as poſlible, 8 
thelh all, 1 think, are agreed. In fine, none 
ad. ¶ but the moſt contracted, or the moſt pre- 
Wjadiced, will deny, that women may avail 
themſelves of every decent attraction that 
can lead to a ſtate. for which they were 
manifeſtly formed]; and that, ſhould they, 
by any ne glect of their perſons, render i 
themfelyes leſs ee has made 
them, they would ſo. far chſappomy,. the 
del;>a of their creation 
- Theſe <pnliderations vill, 1 apprehend 
8 thonght, more, than ſuflicient, to prove, 
that uf mae 155 St Paul Wah, I have. 


" ER SERMON I. A 
ſelected for my text, is not to be under- 
ſtood ſtrictly and abſolutely, where it . 
ſeems to. condemn female ornament in fel 
general. It was common with the He- 
brews to expreſs comparative precepts in fi 
a. poſitive manner, as might be ſhown F 
from a number of texts. But you are not 
diſpoſed to doubt it. What then is our FF 
apoſtle's meaning 1 would exhort and 'F 
even enjoin Chriſtian women, always to F 
* drefs with decency and moderation; fr. 
© never to go beyond their circumſtances, Þ 
nor aſpire above their ſtation, ſo as th © { 
. *,predude or hinder works of mercy: not fir 
to value ithenlzes on their dete, or . 
deſpiſe others more meanly habited; in 
© thort, never to ſpend too much time or 
© thoupht on the "urine of the 
body, but always to prefer the: graces 
of the mind, modeſty, meckneſs, pru- 
£, dence; piety, with all virtuous and chari- F 
table occupations, all beautiful and uſe- 
ful accompliſhments ſuited to their rank 
and condition. Theſe are the chief or- 
© naments of their ſex; theſe will render 
< them truly lovely as —— and, as 
Chriſtians, theſe will more peculiarly be- 
come theme! Such, 1 denen 77 a 
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4 SERMON. "5; Ew 
5 N Joctrine of this Divine Writer, and of bis 
Tia St Peter on the fame ſub- 
ct; and ſuch, in ſubſtance, was the doc- 


4 brine of ſome of the wiſeſt hearhens Give 


mne leave to quote one of them: It is 
3 not gold, nor emeralds, nor purple, 


r but modeſty, gravity, and decent de- 
a q : f benen, that can truly adorn a Wo- 
o F man.” Ab, my fair friends, how at- 


l . tractive and how happy might all of „ou 
1 de, were you effectually perſuaded to form 


Jourſelves on ſuch maxims; and what 
Fngular pleaſure would it afford the, 
Preacher, if, by the bleſFin 2 of God, he 

Sight fo perſuade 3 ou! : 
&F Princes, it has pech aid, Sik Jon | 
9 vomen, ſeldom hear truth. It! is a melan- 
holy conſideration. Flattery you have 
Iften heard, and ſometimes, I doubt not, 
: ſtened to. May He hope for your atten- 
4 " whoſe character forbids him to flat- 
Fr, and whoſe principles are equally a- 
| WY to it? Nothing, I am convinced, can 

5 more pernicious to your belt mere 


r 

; b han the adulation with which you are ſo 
8 arty and ſo generally entertamed. You 
> Pil not lock for it here. But be notca- 
Praid, on the other hand, of the bitter- 


7 ty 
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neſs of reproach, or the bluntneſs of in- pe 
civility. If any thing ſhould appear harſh, 
be affared it proceeds from real regard. 
We would not willingly offend, we are 
naturally ſolicitous to pleaſe you; but we | 
dare not promote your pleaſure at the ex- 
pence « of your improvement. To tender- 
neſs and reſpect you are entitled: but eer- 
tainly faithful and candid admonition is W: 
not N with the latter; and of | 
the former, if 1 de not miſtaken, it is the 8 
trueſt proof. ; 3 
6608. Almighty | ba thrown you upon 
dhe! rotection of our ſex. To yours we 


LOS 


are indebted on many accounts. He hat | 
- abuſes 1 you « diſhonours his mother. Virtu- 
ous women are the lweetners, the charms 4 
. of, human life. A Vir tuous Woman— 
= 2 her price 18 far above rubies. This! 3% 
not llattery; 3 it is Juſt praiſe : and that M 
very one of vou may deſerve ſuch com- 
e is my earnelt | prayer. Much, 
1 am ſure, depends on vou And tbis 
ſhall be my Tirſt Point; to Which 1 Will 
17 — vote the Fron diſcourſe, as a propel 
foundation or what 1 is to follow: That! 
a ages, e in Pe ede 
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X SERMON "Mu 7 
in. bi N owing to the idea 1 have formed of 
rh, Four conſequence. 

d. He that depreciates your ſex! is as un- 
are : ory to ſociety, as he is unjuſt to you. 


ve 0 et to do ſo in your abſence 1 is, I am ſor- : 


ex. xy to ſay, too common with many men; 
— ith thoſe very men that ſooth you. 10 
er. Pour faces, and are dupes to Your, ſmiles. 
1. 1s. 


| of 
the a 


Frere are. fooliſh and vicious women, does 


wt it follow that there are hardly : any other ? 


ly, what would become of human kind? 
Were fo ungraciqus a ſyſtem once eſta- 
*Bblithed, is there not reaſon t to fear it would 
tu» ſoon grow to be too well founded ? 'The 
rn world, we. know, is. mightily influenced 
by reputation. Applauſe incites and ani- 
$ mates; contempt has the contrary ef! ect. 

8 8 concern nor character is, from their con- 


„„ > &« 


Ts | mate wi. 00m g 


be 5 ee. hail they/ ner ft 
3 un in the) oN n ellimation. UH! 
_- hat adnured maxim ö. Beatheh bi- 


Is this either manly. or fair, Becauſe 


Were ſuch an opinion to prevail gen eral- 


A 8 with them loſt their 1 of 
infamy to Which the ey would 


8 S ER MON I 


quity, © Reverence thyſelf, ” ſeems” to me . 


peculiarly proper for a woman. She that 
does not reverence herfelf mult not hope 
to be reſpected by others. I would there- 


fore remind you of your own v aloe. By . 


encouraging you to entertain a juſt e eſteem 4A 
for yourſelves, 1 would, on one hand, 
guard you againſt every thin Ty degrading, 3 
and, 90 the other, awaken your ambition Y 


to act up | to the beſt {ſtandard of your, ſex; | 


to aſpire at every amiable, Ay noble . 


quality that is adapted to your ffate, or 5. 
that can infure the affection and preſerve 3 
the importance to which you were born. 


Now this importance is very great, he- 
ther we conſider you in your Preſent tr gle 1 
condition, or as afterwards connected 1 in 4 
wWedlock. 

Conſiderin, g you in your prefent its oe 
condition, T would begin where your duty 
in ſociety begins, by putting you in mind 
how deeply your Parents are intereſted i in 
your behaviour. For the ſake of the. ar- 
gument, 1 ſuppoſe your parents to be a- 
live. | Thoſe that have had the misfortune 
tobe early deprived of theirs are common- 
ly left to the care of ſome fiignd or guar- 
dian,” who f is underſtood 1 to reh 1 their 
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ace; ; and to ſuch my remarks, on this 
head, will not be altogether mapplicable. 
4 Put T mult like wiſe ſuppoſe, that your pa- 
ents deſerve the name, that they are re- 
br Wy concerned for your virtue and welfare. 
Great God! are there then any of thy 
| Eeatures ſo unnatural as to neglect the 
tulture and happineſs of the children thou 
it given them! Yes, and worſe than to 
ge eglect it. © Be aſtoniſhed, O ye heavens, 
AF at this!“ There are bein gs called Pa- 
ſents, and Chriſtian parents, who are at 
1 Ains to introduce their unexperienced 
3 kspring to folly, to vice, to ev ery . i 
Fee that can piunge them in miſery:. 
hat, Mothers too, and mothers pro- 
Fung godlinefs ! 2 Isit poſſible that They, 
Fan train up the fruit of their womb, their 
. dwn daughters, to diſhonour and deſtrue- 
ion? Alas! it is done every day, ; and 
; alles unregarded. There is hot perhaps 
n the whole ſcience of female vanity, fe- 
nale luxury, or female falſehood, a fm ge . 
4 article that 1 is not taught, and alſo exem- 
5 pliſied, by thoſe Chriftian Mothers, tothe 
Poor young creatures whom every dictate .. 
df natiire, as well as every principle ll 1 9 
che Wn Andy engage their ee 
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to bring up in modeſty, ſobriety, and n- 7 0 8 
Plicity of manners. What words can 
paint the guilt of ſuch a conduct! 17 
Are you who now hear me bleſt with, ; 


| this ee g ute all the corruption | I 
and futility of theſe times are concentred, 
diſcover a zeal for your improvement and e 
falvation ? How thank ſhould you be 
for the mighty bleſſing! Would you ſhow 
that you are thankful ? 2 nothing to 1 
make them unhappy; do all in your 
power to give them delight. Ab! did; 
vou but know how much it is in your | 
power to give them —-But WhO can 
deſcribe the tranſports of a breaſt rl "a 
parental, on beholding a daughter ſhoot 
up like ſome fair but modeſt; flower, and 
acquire, day after day, freſh beauty and I 
growing ſweetneſs, ſo as to fill every eye 7 
with pleaſure, and. every heart with ad- 
miration; while, like that ſame, flower, 
ſhe appears unconſcious of her opening bk 
charms, and only rejoices in the fun that q 
cheers, and the hand that ſhelters her 4 
In this manner ſhall you, my lovely friend, 
repay moſt acceptably a part (you never E 5 
can repay: the whole) of Ahat kpaonſe Þ ; 
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SERMON I. t 
lebt you owe for all the pains and fears 
J 1 * ny ſuffered, and for all the unutter- 
Able anxieties daily experienced on your 
Account. 
+ Perhaps you are the only dau ghter, 
perhaps the only child, of your mother, 
? and her a widow. All her cares, all her 
ſenſations, point to you. Of the tender- 
heſs of a much loved and much lamented 
0 huſband you are the ſole remaining pledge. 
1 * 1 you ſhe often fixes her carneſt melting 
| Be; with watchful attention ſhe marks 
progreſs of your riſing virtues ; in e- 
: ery ſoftened feature the fondly traces 
an 1 5 our father's ſenſe, your father's probity. 
1 Something wirhin her whiſpers, you ſhall 
ot 'F live to be the prop and comfort of her 
1d 43 Zage, as you are now her companion and 5 
ad 8 friend. Bleſſed Lord, what big emotions 
5e well her labouring ſoul! But leſt, by 
1 3 1 them in your company, ſhe ſhould 
T, q affect you too much, ſhe ſilently with- 
s | Y draws to pour them fortkri in tears of rap- 
wy ture; a rapture only augmented. by the 
t weetly ſad remembrance that mingles 
with it, while, at the ſame time, it is ex- 
Jated md conſecrated doubly by ardent 
vows'to heaven for your preſervation and 
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proſperity. Is there a young woman that v. 
can think of this with indifterence ? Is? 
there a young woman that can reverſe A 
the deſcription, ſuppoſe herſelf the im- ce 
pious creature that could break a widowed 1 
mother's heart, and ſupport the thou oy = 
When adaughter, it may be a favourite 4 
daughter, turns out unruly, fooki}:, wan- in 
ton; when the difobeys her parents, diſ- in 
graces her education, diſtonours her ſex, | 1 7 
diſappoints the hopes ſhe had ruiſcd when F 
| the throws berſelf away on a man un- 
_ worthy of her, or if diſpoſed, yet by bis 
or her ſituation unqualified, to make her p. 
happy; what her parents in any of theſe | 3 if 
caſes mult neceſſarily fufter, we may con- C7 
jecture, they alone can feel. Y 1 
The world, I know not how, overlooks 
in our ſex a thouſand vegnlactics, which | 4 1 
it never forgives in yours; ſo that the 
bhbuonour and peace of a family are, in this | 1 1 
_ view, much more dependant on the con- 3 4 
Aauct of daughters than of ſons; and one | 
young lady going aſtray ſhall ſubject hs | 4 
relations to ſuch diſcredit and diſtreſs, as 1 [ 
the united good conduct of all her brotliers <0: 
and fiſters, ſuppoſing them numerous, 1 


all ee. ever be able to a But I 
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Feen not any further an argument ſo ex- 
zedingly plain. We cap pro gnoſticate 

4 Hotbing virtuous, nothing happy, con- 
| cerning thoſe wretched creatures of ei- 
* her ſex, that do not feel for the ſatisfac- 
tion, eaſe, or honour of their parents. 

Another and a principal ſource of your 
1 is the very great and extenſive 
1 ſulluence which you, in general, have 
ol with our ſex. There is in female youth | 
n un attraction, which every man of the 
dealt ſenſibility muſt perceive. If aſſiſted 

is py beauty, it becomes, in the firft im- 
er 1 | irreſiſtible. Your power ſo far we 
e J 3 do not affect to conceal. ' That He who 
n= | 1 made us meant it thus, is manifeſt fron 

bis having attempered our hearts to ſuch 
«| b e | Would to God you. knew 5 
-h pow to improve this power to its nobleſt 
he I Was! We ſhould then rejoice to ſee it in- 
1 4 Greaſe then indeed it would be increaſed 

1 If courſe. Youth and beauty, | {et off with 
ne \Fvectneſs and virtue, capacity and diſcre- 
cr b jon---what have not they accompliſhed ? 

as 3 Far. be it from me, my fair hearers, to 
ers amp your ſpirits, or to wiſh in the leaſt 
1s, P abridge your triumphs : on the contra- 
7 by alliſting you to Wreck, we WC ukl 
Vor. I. B 
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contribute to exalt and extend them. We 1 
are always ſorry when we ſee them miſ-- 
placed Or abuſed; and---I was going to 5 


- add, there is nothing more common. TO Y 


give 'them their juſt direction, is truly «ih 
Nice Point . Power, from whatever ſource 
derived, is always in danger of turning 'F 
the head. It has turned many an old 
one. What then ſhall become of a young 
woman, placed on ſach a precipice 
What can balance or preſerve her, bu 
ſobriety and caution, a good providence 
and good advice ! E P 
There are few young women Who 90 
not appear agreeable } in the eyes of fol 4 Gr 
men. And what might not be done by this 
greater part of you to ſecure ſolid cicenff I 
and to promote g general reformation, a 
mong our ſex? Are ſuch objects unwor Ny 
thy of your purſuit? or will ye ſay, thi 
thoſe which frequently, engage it are 99 
ſuperiour or equal 1 importance! ag 1 
If men diſcover that you ſtudy to cf 4 
tivate them by an outſid E only, or by lit jj 
frivolous arts, there are, it mult be coil 4 
feſſed, many of them who will rejoice i 
the 8 ; and white they t henſell 
ſeem taken by the lure, they will ence 
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ve Four in reality to make you their prey. 
7 3 43 zome more ſentimental ſpirits, who might 
tbe dazzled in the beginning, will be ſoon 
by 1 il abuſed; and a few more honourable 
/ : 4 Characters will ſcorn to take advantage of 
"ce; 9 our folly. Folly moſt undoubtedly it is, 
ug 1 2 a wrong application of your force, to 
I 1 loſe the ſubſtance for the ſbado w. 
9 Now and then a giddy youth may be 
e 4 Caught. But what is the ſhallow admira- 
oY ion of an hundred ſach, or the ſmooth 
Eddrefs of artful deſtroyers; to the heart 
I Felt reſpect of men of worth and diſcern- 
4 I 1 ment, or the well earned praiſe of reclaing- 
ing were it but one offender. I vently be- 
th eve you might reclaim a multitude. ZE 
m. Far hardly conceive that any man would 
| 1 be able to withſtand the ſoft perſnaſion of 
ror H our words, but chiefly of your looks and 
be actions, e exerted on the tide oe 
goodne | 
= Were Virtue (cad an ancient « Phi- 
al „ loſopher) to appear amongſt men in 
itt viſible ſhape, what vehement defires 
0“ would ſhe enkindle !'* Virtue exhibited. 
e J 4 f vithout affectation, by A: lovely young 
"y Lern, of improved underſtanding and 
Wrote mann ers, may be ſad to appear, 
| „„ 
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with the moſt alluring aſpect, ſurrounded þ 
by the graces; and that breaſt muſt be by 
_ eold indeed which does Not take fire at $ 

the light! 0 
The influence of the fares 1 is, NO ink, PÞ 
reciprocal; but I muſt ever be of opinion, e 
that yours is the greateſt. How often W 
have I ſeen a company of men who were Wl 
diſpoſed to be riotous, checked all at once It 
mto decency by the accidental entrance 8 
of an amiable woman; while her good W 
ſenſe and obliging deportment charmed 'W 
them into at leaſt a temporary conviction, # 
that there is nothing ſo beautiful as fe- 1 PO 
male excellence, nothing Jo delightful as . 
female converſation in its beſt form! 
Vere ſuch conviction frequently repeated, 
(and it would be frequently repeated, 
if ſuch excellence and ſuch converſation 
were more general) , what might we not 
expect from it at laſt? In the mean 'P 
time, 1 it were eaſy to point out inſtances I i 
of the moſt evident reformation wrought '$ 
on particular men, by their having hap- 
pily conceived a paſſion for virtuous wo- 
Fun but amon vg, the leaft valuable of [your 3 


* 
2 
2 


a 
5 
* 

41 


*80[Y 
$ #4; Fi 


Yan of & / 


SERMON I. 17 


o £4 r ended by the ſociety or n, of the 
E by tter part of ours ! 


s 
"ON 


t To form the manners of men various 


*% We, 5 


5 4 uſes contribute; but nothing, I ap- 
1 — ſo much as the turn of the wo- 
men with whom they converſe. Thoſe 
ho are moſt converſant with women of 


e and underſtanding will be always 


fi found the moſt arable characters, other 


1 1 Feumſtances being ſuppoſed alike. Such 


FPety, beyond every thing elſe, rubs off 
I he corners that give many of our ſex 


3 ungracious roughneſs K produces a 
poliſh more perfect, and more pleaſing, » 


& 9 an that which is received from a general 


1 pmnerce with the world. This laſt is 

; C ten ſpecious, but commonly ſuperficial. 
The other is the reſult of gentler feelings, 
and a more elegant humanity : the heart 
elf is moulded; babits of undiſſembled 
| 1 bc hy are ee ; a certain flowing 
Mbanity is acquired; violent paſſions, raſh. 
4 4 Tas, coarſe jeſts, indelicate language of 
I very kind, are precluded and diſreliſhed. 
4 Underſtanding and virtue, by being often 
Iyntemplated in the moſt engaging lights, 
Wave a fort of aſſumilating power. 1 do 


et enn, that the men I ſpeak of will 
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become feminine; but their ſentiments | 
and deportment will contract a grace, « 
Their principles will have nothin g fero- 2 P 
cious or forbidding ; their affections vil 
be chafte and ſoothing at the fame inſtant 
In their caſe, the Gentleman, the Man 900 
worth, the Chriſtian, will all melt infer 
ſibly and fy eetly into one another. How 5 
agreeable the compoſition ! In the ſame 
way too, honourable love i is inſpired. and 
* cheriſhed .---Hononrable love! that great 
preſervative of purity, that powerful ſoft- 1 
ner of the fierceſt ſpirit, that mighty im- 21 
prover of the rudeſt carriage, that 1 hb 
3 ſubduing, yet all- exalting principle of t 0 
human breaſt, Which humbles the proud. 
and bends the ſtubborn, yet fills with 107% 
conceptious, and animates with a fort 
tude that nothing can conquer What 
hall 1 ſay more ?---which converts the If 
_ ſavage into a man, and lifts the man into 4 4 
a hero]! What a happy change ſhould wal : 
behold in the minds, the morals, and th 4 
demeanour of our youth, were this charm} f 
ing paſſion to take place of that falſe an | 
vicious gallantry which: gains ground a 
mongſt us every day, tg the diſgrace og 
our country, to the diſcouragement of 
holy wedloek, to the deſtryction of health 
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its fortune, decency, refinement, rectitude 
ej 0 mind, and dignity of manners! For 


0. Ny part, I deſpair of ſeeing the effemi- 


J ate, triffing, and diſſolute character of 
nt. 1 age reformed, ſo long as this kind of 
Cc A _ is the mode... But it will be the- 


mode, fo long as the prefent faſhionable: 
ow. 1 KH ſtem of F emale Education continues. 
. Parents now- a- days almoſt miverſally, 
"i gon to the loweſt tradefman, or meeha- 

Wick, who, to ape his ſuperiours, ſtrains 
cl] * Aſelf beyond his circumſtances, ſend 
Whew daughters to Boarding- ſchools. And 
That Go they moſtly learn there? 1 fays, 


4 1% 
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uch as 40 che miſtreſſes real honour. Need 
19 mention, that, making allowance for 
rü. hoſe exceptions, they learn chiefly to | 
51 dreſs, to dance, to ſpeak bad French, to 
the prattle much nonſenſe, to practiſe I ktiow 
not how many pert conceited airs, and in 
weWeonſequenee of all to conclude themſelves 
Accompliſhed women? I ſay nothing here 
of the alarming ſuggeſtions I have heard 

as to the corruptions of their morals. 
Thus prepared they come forth into. the 
world. - Their parents, naturally Partial, 
fancy them to be T * that is ** 


Moſtly; for there are exceptions, and 


and are impatient to ſhow them, or, ac- wt 


cording to the faſhionable phraſe, to let 4 | 


them ſee Company; by which is chiefly ay 


meant exhibiting them in publick places. d le 
Thither at leaſt many of them are con- by 


_ ducted. They have youth, and perhaps ml 
beauty. The effect of both is heighten- * 
ed by all poſſible means, at an expence tal 
frequently felt for a long time after. They ia 


are intoxicated by ſo many things con- os 
curring to deprive. them of their little Ma 
ſenſes. Gazers and flatterers they meet tk 


with every where. All is romance and 


diſtraction, the extravagance of vanity, atk 


and the rage of conqueſt. They think Wi 


of nothing that is domeſti ck or rational. Wh 
Alas! they were never taught it. How 8M 
to appear-abroad with the greateſt advan- U 
tage, is the main concern. In ſubſer- 
viency to that, as well as from the gene- Wl 

kh ral love of ee Parties of. Plea- 
ſure, as they are called, become the pre- Ol 


voailing demand. The ſame diſpoſitions un 


on the ſide of the men, ſometimes {ti- q | 
mulated by the worlt deſigns, often ſe- 
cConded by good- nature, and not ſeldom, 


perhaps, puſhed on by the fear of ap- t 
25 Pearing leſs 3 or leſs e, 1 


L 5xxnmonL = 
—1 ppt them to keep pace with all this 
t iy. They are ſoon fired in the chace; 
vi 2 Try thing is gay and glittering ; Pru- 
8. 4 ce appears too cold a monitor; gravity 
- | deemed ſevere; the Ladies muſt be 
» 1 [baſed ; mirth and diverfion are all in all. 
1 4 e anton paſs: the female adven- 
-e ers muſt return home; it is needleſs to 
y ay, with what impreſſions. The young 
8 ggntlemen are not always under equal re- 
E int; their blood boils; the tavern, the 
Pets, the ſtews, eke out the evening; 
al 1 and madneſs conclude the ſcene : 
if this ſhould be prevented, it is not 
Kk Mcult to imagine the diſſipation that 
1 7 Wit naturally grow out of thoſe. idle 
Wlantries often repeated. Nor ſhall we 
| mein to fmd the majority of our 
guth fo inſignificant. and fo profiipate;. 
ken to theſe we join the influence of bad 
55 women grown up, the infection 
the moſt peſtilent books, and the pat- 
W112 of veterans in ſin, who are ever zeal- 
to diſplay the ſuperiority of their ta- 
"| Þts by the number of their diſciples, 
8d ſecretly folicitous, by the ſtrength of 
ir party, tomake amends for the weak 
Wis of their cauſe. : 
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That men are ſometimes dreadfully Y 
D ſacceſifal i in corrupting the women, can. A # 
not be denied. But do women on the of 
ther ſide never corrupt the men? If fel 
not at preſent of thoſe abandoned crea 
tures that are the viſible ruin of ſo man I 
of our unhappy youth; but I muſt take 
the liberty to ſay, that, amongſt a nun- 
ber of your ſex, who are not ſunk ſo lou 
there is a forwardneſs, a levity of 1 look 
converſation and demeanour, ee | 
hurtful to young men. Their reverence 
for female virtue it in a great meaſure 
deſtroys; it even tempts them to ſuſpects 
rkhat the whole is a pretence, that the ſex 
are all of a piece. The conſequences 0 
this, with Ae to their ee While 
they remain ſingle, the prejudices it mult * 
neceſſarily produce againſt marriage, andi 
5 
| 


the wild work it is likely to make if they 
ever enter into chat Rate, 1 leave 2 to 
imagine. 
Hitherte I have ſpolien ends of the in- * 
tereſt young women have with our ſex. 
Let me now fay ſomething of that which 
they have with their Own. It is not per- 
haps ſo extenſive as the other; but, for ob- 


vious reaſons, } it cannot be inconfiderable. 
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4 Do they always uſe it to good * 
Po they never corrupt one another? Do 
ol 4 5 None of them aſſiſt the common enemy; 
1 Fhoſe wicked and deſigning men that are 
Fombined againſt the ſex, eſpecially againſt 
he innocent and unwary? Do the old 
Never initiate the young in thoſe low arts 
f diflimulation and cunning, which a 
wiſe woman cannot want, and which wg 
vorthy woman will not practiſe 4 = 
the young---But 1 haſten 8 ſo Nin 
a topick, to conſider the Importance of 
your ſex in another light. As you have 
0 great influence at preſent, ſo, | 
In the next place, it may be probably 
in your power to communicate much hap- 
pineſs, or to occaſion much miſery here- 
after. I think now of the chances you _ 
have to be connected in wedlock. Theſe 
it is impoſſible to calculate : but there are 
not, I ſuppoſe, many young women, who, 
at one time or another, unleſs they them- 
ſelves be in fault, may not form that con- 


that the men you marry, the children you 
bring, and the communuty at large, will 
* be all deeply iatereſted 1 in your conduct. 

to the firſt, I am not ignorant that 


nection w ith the uſual proſpects; and 1 ſay, 7 1 
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there are ſome men ſo groſsly inſenſible, | 


5 beings, on whom all their endeavours ty 
delight are loſt! How ſenſibly mult ſuc 4 
a ſituation pain a delicate and 1 ingenuouY Y 
mind! What can reconcile her to it, buff 
the ſtrongeſt principles of reli gion? 


leſs exiſtence, without attachment or gra 


cide. Of both ſexes there are certainly 


terials. With reſpect to them---But ſure- 


ariſe to them from their partners, Here, | 


to be for the moſt part little or 6000 c 
affected by the temper or behaviour « 


their wives; provided only they do 1 10 f 4 


ruin their affairs. And, in truth, if thof h. 
wives be ill-tempered or del ſud Ric 


want of feeling is ſo far well for the bu d 
ſbands. If otherwiſe, how much are the s 


themſelves objects of compaſſion, thu m 
condemned to drag a wretched life with 


Some ſordid or ſaturnine ſpirits of cithelf 4 
ſex there may be, who can ſapport a con E | 
nection of this Lind: with a ſtupid indi: 


ference ; plodding along through a taſte} 1 


titade, deſire, or hope. Whether the caſe 
be very common, I leave others to de 


many who are not made of ſuch dull ma- 


ly it cannot be neceſſary to diſplay the fe- 
licity, or the wo, which muſt unavoidably 
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Lied, as in moſt inſtances, 1 the 
odes of life happen to influence, it muſt 
| J allowed the men have the advantage. 
nahe they find themſelves unequally yoked, 
of hey are generally furniſhed - with va- 
E Bous means of beguiling their wretch- 
hu dneſs at a diſtance from home; wherc- 
fi gs, if ſuch be the fate of the poor Wo- 
hu nen, they are commonly left to pine a= + 
i Fay in ſolitary miſery. For them ſcarce 

; 1 Iny allowance is made; to them little or 
uch pity is ſhown: while the former make 
ou iemſfelves judges in their own cauſe, 
bul nd the partial world is ready to fide with“ 

em. But yet, if the uſages of that 

vel ave them often more room to clude the 
on cas of domeſtick diſtreſs, the fechings of 
dit 4 ature will never ſuffer them fairly 10 e- 
ſte / ape it. A woman, it is certain, if ſhe be 
gra minded, has ſtill the power of plague- 
calc g her partner out of every real enjoy- 
deWaent ;---a power, however, of which no- 
| bing can Jaltify the 3 and which, 
ma- heu exerciſed, is, like every other act of 
re- ranny, ſure to recoil upon the tyrant. 
fe- It is natur al for me to willi well to my 
ibly un ſex ; and, therefore, you will not. 
ere, Wonder, if I be ſolicitous for Four poſ- 
V 01. E 
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»M SERMON * 
ſeſſiug every quality that can render youll 


happieſt or the worſt. But to this Joly £& 


equal motive. Were the lower ring] . 
of ſelf- love to have no effect on vou 
conduct, I muſt yet think, that the more " 4 


neſs ought to prompt it. Ah! my young 
friends, what pleaſure can be compared . 
to that of conferring felicity? Wah . 
huonour can be enjoyed by your ſex, equal I 


worthy of a virtuous tenderneſs from ours 
What can be conceived ſo properly tc 
: male as inſpiring, improving, and conti, 4 


ing extent? Contraſted with this, how 
unamiable, and how miſcrable, mult wg 
pronounce. the paſſion for ungentle con 
mand, for petulant dominion, ſo ſhame| 


4 8 
4 1 
3 


i 


agreeable companions in a relation which, 
of all others, is the moſt intimate; ſhouldl] . 
be the moſt endearing, and muſt be the 


citude my friendſbip for you is at leaſt an 


refined principles of generoliry and good 4 


to that of ſhowing yourſelves every way 1 


un 


nuing ſuch a tenderneſs, in all its char un 


fully indulged by ſome women = Toons 
hey find a man in their pow 2 
Bur laſtly, let us ſuppoſeq ou Mother 
a a character which, in due time, many of 
you v Ii ſuſtain. How does your import: 
ance riſe! A few years clapſed, aud! 
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101 pleaſe my ſelf with the proſpect of · ſeeing 
Jou, my honoured auditreſs, ſurrounded 
al With a family of your own, dividing with 
the he partner of your heart the anxious, yet 
. gclightful labour, of training your com- 
mon offspring to virtue and ſociety, to 
bu E&ligion and immortality; while, by thus 
url Wyiding it, you leave him more at leiſure - 
or 2 en and provide for you all,; a taſk; 
od I hich he proſecutes with 4 by Alas, 
ng ben he reflects on the beloved objects of 
e T, and, finds all his tolls both ſoothed and 
h 1 Ewarded by the wiſdom and { weetneſs 
f your portant to him and to by, 
Pian. 
unk 1. 1 chold vou, n we is other. | 
neceflarily engaged, caſting your 
4 nd were regards round and round 
rough the pretty ſmiling cir cle; not bare- 
to ſupply. their bodily wants, but chief- 
to watch the. gradual, openings, of their 
Finds, andto ſtudy the turns of their vari- 
* tempers, that you may © teach the 

'; Young: idea how to ſhoot,” and lead 
Their . taking hold of their 
hearts, L adr ire the happy mixture of 
a fection 484 Thi which you difplayia aſ- 
Me? DS We e ex in — 


al 


1. 
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28 8 E R Xx O N I; 9 
ing the underſtanding, not burying it; 5 F 
in exerciſing without wearying the me- 
mory, and in moulding the behaviour | 
without conſtraint. I obſerve you pru- to 
dently overlooking a thouſand childiſh=M& 
 follies. You forgive any thing but falſc- * 1 i 
hood or obſtinacy: you commend as of- 1 
ten as you can: you reprove only when 0 
you muſt; and then you do it to purpoſe 
with e eee and temper, but with | 
folemrity and frames, til you have car- ft 
ried your point. You are at pains to ex- x 
cite honeſt emulation: you take care to 5 
avoid every appearance of partiality; to 
convince your dear charge, that they are 7 
all dear to you, that ſuperiour merit a- ; 3 
lone can entitle to pere favour, wat 1 
you will deny to none of them v hat is 
proper, but that the kindeſt and melt 4 
ſubmiſſive will be always preferred, At ; [ 
times you even partake in their innocent | 4 1 
amuſements, as if one of them; that | I 
they may love you as their friend, w ile | 
they reyere you as their parent. In gray er 
hours, you inſinuate knowled ge and Rieiy 4 
by your converſation and EXAM <grather | 1 
| than by. Formal lectures and awful ul ad mo- | I 
nitions, "Ang: nally,” to ſecure as ker . 


t; ble thie' ſucceſs of all, you W 
4 yz em daily to God, with the moſt fervent- 
3 L. pplications For his bleſſi mg. Thus you 
u- "i jow yourſelf- a conſcientious and a ju- 
hf cious mother at the ſame moment; and 
e V | that light I view you with veneration. - 
f-Y | Khonour you as ſuſtaining a truly glorious 
NN E haracter on the great theatre of huma- 
ſe ty. Of the part you have acted I look 
6 4 prward to the conſequences, direct and 
2 pollateral, future and remote: Thoſe 
— 4 Pvely p00 which you have reared I fee. 
to Spreading, and ſtill ſpreading, from houſe 
0 3 d houſe, from family to family, with a» 
'c ich inereaſe of fruit. I ſee you diffuſing 
- Firtue and happineſs through the human 
«i 4 L face ; I ſee generations yet unborn riſing 
is p to call you blefled! I worſhip that 
ſt 4 Providence which has deſtined you for 
* ich uſefulneſs, for ſuch felicity. 1 pity 
A She: man that is not charmed with the i- 
1 4 mage of ſo much excellence; an image 
i 1 . in one degree or another, has 
T | Peen realized by many women of worth 
Yi And. -underftanding 1 m every age: I Vill 
T | 5 3 Edd an image, Which, when realized, 
Cannot fail of being contemplated with 
* ccullar deli light by all ihe benevolent tpt- 


C3 


23 S E R M o N I. 3 
ing the underſtanding, not brrrying it; 59 A 
in exerciſing without wearying the me- 1 
mory, and in moulding the behaviour 1 
without conſtraint. I obſerve you pru- "ho 
dently overlooking a thouſand childiſh Mi 
| Follies. You forgive any thing but falſe- UW 
hood or obſtinacy: you commend as of- 1 
ten as you can: you reprove only when 
you muſt ; and then you do it to purpoſe 
with e eee and temper, but with $ 
ſolemnity and firmneſs, till you have car- 1 | 
ried your point. You are at pains to ex- : 
cite honeſt emulation: you take care to I 
avoid every appearance of partiality ; to 
convince your dear charge, that they are 'H 
all dear to you, that uperiour merit a- 4 F 
tone. can entitle to ſuperiour favour, th: at : 4 
yon will deny to none of them what is 
Proper, but has: the aner and en 


| times you even take” in the innocent | 
amuſements, as if one of them; 
they may love you as their friend, v chile | 
they reyere you as their parent. In gray. er 
hours, you inſinnate knowledge and piety | 
| by your converſation. and exampl Na 


a nitions, And tally, to to ſecure as Tar: as | 4 


\ 


Fd 


'M SERMON I. 29 
'Þ Sible the ſucceſs of all, you dedicate 
.® em daily to God, with the moſt fervent 
>Dpplications for his bleſſing .---'Thus you 
ow yourſelf a conſcientious and a ju- 
"Micious mother at the ſame moment; and 
U that light I view you with veneration. - 
4 aonour you as ſuſtaining a truly glorious 
Hharacer on the great theatre of huma- 
ty. Of the part you have acted I look 
1 I Prward to the conſequences, direct and 
r- gyllateral, future and remote. [Thoſe 
1 Pvely N which you have reared I ſee 
Preading, and ſtill ſpreading, from houſe | 
0 1 p houſe, from family to family, with a- 
ch increaſe of fruit. I ſee you diffuſng 
Firtue and happineſs through the human 
ace; I ſee generations yet unborn riſing 
Rp to call you bleſſed! 1 worthip that 
1 rovidence which has deſtined you for 
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uch. uſefulneſs, for ſuch felicity. 1 pity 
It 4 a man that is not charmed with the 1 1- 


nage of ſo much excellence; an image 


1 Peen realized by many women of worth 
and. -underftanding 1 in every age; I Vill 
| i 3 Add an image, which, hen re alzed, 
9 annot fail of being contemplated with 
2 ccubar delight by all che benevolent * 
| C 3 | 


lich, in one degree or another, has 
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rits of heaven, with the Father and S . 

viour of the world at their head! And 
are there amongſt the ſons of men, am 4 es 
that will preſume to depreciate ſuch wo. 
men, to ſpeak of: them with an air of ſu- Dr 
periority, or to ſuggeſt that your ſex are ct bl 
not capable of filing che more die at. A 

| ſpheres of life?: «6 
To quote the words of; an Sold writer; 
All mankind is the pupil and diſciple offi 
4 female inſtitution : the bel 
<<. they write women, and the ſons till the 
_ 4. firſt ſeven years be paſt; the time when 
t the mind is moſt ductile, and prepared) * D 
to receive impreſſion, being wholly i 1 
« the care and conduct of the mother "2 
- Alas! my fair country-wonden, why are S 
| not more of you ſtrick with fuch conſi- 
| derations? Why, ye daughters of Bri- i 
'tain! are ſo many of you.inſenſble to, thoſe | I 
- uns ee glones of your ſex? Where 3 
s, your love for your native coumry, : 
ker by thus. excelling, you might ſo 3 
nobly ſerye? where your en f 
Fü Heroick; Women, that haves In an- 7 
cient days graced this e ee Hou 2 
tong will you! be; ambition 2050 in 


a 


SERMON II. =. 


IE, ry of chat fantaſtick people? When 
n you be ſatisfied with the ſimplicity of 
0 Egance, and the gracefulneſs of mode 
vo-, ſo becoming in a nation like this, ſup- 
. Cried by trade, poliſhed by: taſte, and 
arte üghtened by true religion? Say, when 
ant. Ill you relinquiſh deluſive purſuits, and 
1 dangerous pleaſures, the gaze of fools, and 
Me flattery of libertines, for the peaceful 
of $4 ſolid ſtudy of whatever can adorn 
r nature; do honour to your country, 
he ect credit on your profeſſion of Chri- 
en. £ Fanity, give joy to all your connections, 
ed * e i on eee oY. 
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> Me of Apparel," ks 


ri . 8,9 I will---thiat zee a. 
2 ti & in Modeſt 2 barel.” , 
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\ rec: the aftshtg bf my fe- 
male friends to a fubject chat Re 
Ferris therm gli. I hope that Hitherto 
7 have fed nothing” urid: Teuld not 
Fee . fmgle advantage they 
lf N Sol from Hature,! providence; or legiti- 
gate alete 5 I would not rob you of 
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72 S E R MON mn. : 1 
the ſmalleſt ornament that Jadgradit hal 1 0 
put on, that Prudence allows, or thalf 
Decency warrants. On the contrary, | 
would willingly add to your allurementsP Py 0 
1 want to ſee you yet more engaging, i 
ſee you ſtill more completely adornedW 
. Superfluous, unbecoming, and unavailing% L. 
decorations, it is true, I would rea 
you to renounce; but it ſhould be only in 
order to make room for ſuch as will im- 4 
prove beauty where SO or e ny 1 8 
place where wantin g * 
Your conſequence in hu creation I feat 
not to acknowledge: I feel it all. 7 0 i 
have already heard me aſſert it. I willig | 
aſſert it ever, by pleading” your cauſe ai j 
gainſt 1 Ignorance , prejudice and maler 15 
Only take care, my dear cents, not tc og 1 
hurt ĩt yourſelves Remember how ten- 4 


der a thing a woman's reputation is; ho 
hard to preſerve, and when loſt how 1. 


poſſible to recover; how frail many, 0 D 
how. dangerous moſt of the gifts you bav 
received; what miſery and what ſham 
have ALL often occaſioned by aan q 
them! 1 tremble for your ſituation! Sul 
fer me again to put you on | your onen 3 


My ** t, vou bave ſeen; 7 has othing in 18 1 


oF 


3 5 £ 
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1 


hat 05 P. ſwwere r. St Paul is, in fact, a better : 
hal nd ito women than has been common- 
poſed: he ſeems to have underſtood 
ly what becamethem, and to have 
ted ee intereſts rnore truly than the 
It paſt jofiate of their admirers. . While 
1 a, a ſe, by corrupting. or miſleading -you,. ' 
Ether with or without deſign, would 
En your influence, and obſtruct your 
city; he would effectually contribute 
in 4 a. by inculcating every thing that 
make you at once more amiable and | 


ade 
P ug 


* be happy :?: 85 
C What I am now ta. 1 will Nen on „ 
vilgg merh firſt: mentions :. IWill-— 
9 ; Fuat women adorn themſelves in Mo- 

ce eſt Appare em Modeſt Apparel, as 


(3 Poſe d to that which i IS Indecent, and- to; 
1. ha ; which | is Vain: «> diſtinctions, whereof. | 
owl E:theory, I muſt confe is, it is in many 


m. s not eaſy, and in ſome perhaps not 


= er cable;; to. ſettle with preciſion ; A ſuch, | 
vel eee in thoſę matters have 
„ * and.the., opinion. of the world... 
* in ian — un: others, where: 
1 AA raed, the ſtriqteſt ca- 
i F be, genere ly the fas 
118 3 of tho e . 


| 
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24 - SER MIO N II. 
: far ther, 1 doubt, than the relaxation d | 0 
a young woman now-a-days, from a pecif x 
| har ſenſe of the ſacredneſs and refinemeff q 4 


of female virtue to appear withiany val 


hardly, I fear, eſcape the charge of ail 


very rule of duty and decorum, there one 


the attire of aVirtuous Woman and 1b. 


If in other reſpects; it be not ſeun, or d: 
not ſtrike; the cauſe, Þapprehemd ;;maull 


fore 3 a declenſion chat would thavd'(Wock 
ed pa an themſdves; lf ue potelt ſtate 1 


ſuch ſubjects carried ſome of thein fol 


modern manners would well bear. We wh 


ſingular ſeverity in her dreſs; ſhe waulf 


tation; a charge which every prudent vd 
man will avoid as much as poſſible. Bu 
let the licence of the age be . id wü 
I muſt needs think, that, according to e 


ever to be a manifeſt difference betw ee 


of one who has renounced every ritlerto 1 fe 
honourable name It were indelcate, hy f 


is unneceſſary, to explain this difference * 


In ſome reſpects, it is ſufficiently diſoerne 

by the eye of the publick; though; 1 a 
ſorry to ſay, not ſufficiently attended 10 
by the gerierality of women tlie mſelyes 


2D 1 


ve, that declen len from che ſtreſs 1 
morals which was hinted at a2 Fr ubel 1 1 


— 
* 


S'E R MIO N II. 25 
naent manners, when proſtitutes were 
_- to wear a particular garb, by 
Web they were ene IEEER from: wo- 
of virtue. 

Put to enter more dente into this 
t point of Modeſt Apparel, as oppoſed 
chat which a Chriſtian wonian ſhould 
ffecg 4 Indecent. 5 28 
wo 85 igure to yourſelves a cirde a 
Buß 1 of people who are not aſhamed of 
Tm of Chriſt, nor in any circum- 
e afraid to act on that great maxim 
pur apoſtle, Be not conformed to this 
World ; but be ye transformed by the 
ſrenewing of your minds.“ At the 
F Ne time, let them have all the candour 
4 ch arity, which the moſt charitable 
gion that was ever known can inſpire. 
Bd now ſuppoſe, that a young lady, 
eſſed up to! the height of the preſent 
Nuon, but a ſtranger to moſt of them, 


il 


vil 


o 


1 *% 
4 * 
4 £ , 
n 
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ec 


1 WP 
1 


wo ops into ther company. In what h ght, | 
dye conceive, the manner of her dreſs 
ul puld probably appear? The laws of 
o riſtian candour would naturally pre- 
ent them from ſeeing her character in a 
Ea kgunr on that account, and would un- 
le 


1 {nab them * hope che delt. 


36 S ER M O N II. A 
But can ye believe that they would w 9 : 
prove, or juſtify, the extreme gaiety av ** 
looſeneſs of her attire? Suppoſe, ho. 

| ever, that her acide diſcovered i 3 
good underſtanding, and that, her. behif F 
* viour had not the leaſt tincture of that 
1 with which ſhe ſcemed decked ou \ 
that, on the contrary, every part of bol * 
was wholl; unlike it, (a conjunction by n 9 1 
means impoſſible), could they forbear, i 4 
That caſe, to lament the tyranny of ti 
„mode, or to regret that a daughter 1 
Wiſdom ſhould, notwithſtanding her uf 5 | 
periour deſcent and noble pretenſions, Y * 
decorated like the daughters of Folly 1 
But whoſe judgment, Ibeſeech you, wou uy 10 
A young, woman, ambitious of re b nd 

her appearance, as well as her diſpoſition 
and deportment, on the pureſt. ſtandarl 11 
prefer; that of ſuch perſons as I have jul Y 
deſcribed ; or that, of thoſe who eithif 
never regarded the precepts and ſpirit oi 
Chriſtianity at all, or who, profeſſing ſor " 
faint reſpect for them, yet ſcruple not ta 
link them in the ſpirit and maxims of 9 1 
world? _ 
Let us put ether IRR and pe 


young lady educated by a mother, who il 
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S'ERMON Il. 35 
e beſt ſenſe and trueſt breeding joined 
9 * ane: reverence for religion, and the 
aereſt concern for the ſoul of her child; 
1 Jalties which, for the honour of your 
I hope you will not pronounce iucom- 
1 ble Let this accompliſlied parent be- 
upon her daughter a culture worthy 
oi herſelf ; inſtructing her in every thing 
t can Peeette the Female and the Chri- 
n character; among the reſt, recom- 
Inding a lovely Modeſty and graceful 
WS plicity of Apparel, and enforcing all by 
fa r equally unexceptionable and 
ang. Suppoſe the daughter to im- 
ly pt Y e theſe uncommon advantages (for 
»u b tommon; I fear, they are) with the 
in Weſt care and attention. In what light 
10n * Pe conceive the very free mode of dreſs, 
ai 75 generally affected hs the ſex at preſent, 
jul ald appear to her? Iam far from think- 
th ge would aſſume the airs of ſancti- 
om erelkous cenſure; things totally difter- 
t i frem the form of education we have 
ese her to receive. But would the ad- 


e that mode in others? Would ſhe co- 


Y t kenſelf?':or would ſhe wiſh her com- 
io 10 Pans 0 copy it? Would ſhe noſe to 
1 ol. 1. E D 


Uh * 


more ere to f ? 


ſidered as inconſiſtent with the charac 7 
Tie! moſt modeſt | ? Who can Kouke # iY A 8 


of delicacy and prudence, ſhe would n 3 
- readily fly to in a ſtate of civilized focietf 1 
Will any one ſay, that they who deci j a 
it, beſt conſult either their ſafety, or thi tt 


the wantonneſs of faſhion, are ſufkcicul 
watchful againſt temptation theraſth & | 


n 
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38 $ E * M 0 N II. 1 
be intimate with thoſe young ladies th 


ſeize wg: N. of echibitin ng the 1 


Is the mode then in 3 to * = 


of a Virtuous Woman? By no mean 3 
May not diſpoſitions the moſt unche g 
often hide, under the maſk of an ü | 


the eee 4 covering ay virtue, or w «1: ms 
if left to purſue undiſturbed the dictaſ 


reputation amongſt the wiſe ; that the 
who run into all the latitudes allow ed © I 


or ſufficiently careful not to throw it , ; 
the way of others; that beauty may bl 
ſecure when. moſt . as when le 
ſo; or, finally, that inſtead of © abſla 


ing from all appearaiſce of evil, 


SERMON U. 39 
ding to the doctrine of a religion which 
Whuires the ſevereſt vigllance, ” every ap- 
crance of evil may be admitted, in com 
Fance with the practice of a world: where 
1 e ſteals upon unwary mortals, by north a- 
of g them to part with their out- guards? 
uus far have we argued for Modeſty 
Apparel, in oppoſition to its contrary, 
on the general principles of propriety 
ad reputation, of morality and religion. 
e to whom theſe principles are familiar, 
| = d in whom the feelings that ariſe out of 
m are not blunted by too frequent in- 
1 Ecourſe with the faflnonable and the gay, 
F on this article, carry about with her 
© ind of living ſtand ard, which ſhe will 
1 enabled to apply 6 partibulaboceafions,” 
ha degree of diſcretion that no rules of 
can teach; and ſuch a one will per- 
ee in our ap oſtle s precept, a juſtneſs 
2 ſolidity, of which we do not expect 
* 1 Wt any ſpeculation of ours ſhould tho- = 
| ehz convince you, without the concur- 
ice of a virtuous ſenſibility on your part. 
o what has been ſaid in favour of Mo- 

t Apparel under this head, I muſt not 
Woct to add, that it is a powerful attrac- 
7 5 to © Honourable love. The 1 heart 
a D wers 


10 8 E R M O0 N U. ; , a 
is a ſtudy, in which your ſex are ſuppoſ:W on 
to be a good deal converſant. Yet, in ul 4 
ſtudy, you muſt give me leave to ſay, mall 5800 

ny of them ſeem to me but indifferent prag ed : 
_ ficients. To gain mens affections, womq 
m general are naturally deſirous. Te 

need not deny, they cannot nodal i 1 4 L. 
The ſexes were made for each oth 10 
We will for a place in your hearts : v s 3 
ſhould not you wih for one in ours! Puff ent 

how much are you deceived, my fil 
friends, if you dream of raking that fol * 
by ſtorm ! When you ſhow a ſweet ſolic 1 5 
tude to pleaſe by every decent, gentle, un uf the 
affected attraction, we are fothed, we an on ; 
| ſubdued, we yield ourſelves your allo "ON 
captives. But if, at any time, by aforwal 
appearance, you betray a confidence 1 5 
your charms, and, by throwing them oi ly 2 
| upon us all at once, you ſeem reſolve 
as it were, to force our admiration; a 
moment we are on our guard, ans; yod p 5 
aſſaults are vain, provided at leaſt we hai 
any ſpirit or ſentiment. In reality, thei v 
who have very little of either, IL mig 
have faid, they who have none, even tif 
ſillieſt, even the looſeſt meg, ſhall, in a 4 
ber mood, be taken with the haſhful a 
and reſerved dreſs, of an amiable you f 


1 SERMON I 41 
1 man, infinitely more than they ever 
> with all the open blaze of laboured 
„ and arrogant claims of undiſ gui- 
allurement; the human heart, in its 
< t er ſenſations, ny ſtall formed to the 
of virtue. | 
4 4A et me add, that the human] imagina- ; 
<1 tes hates to be confined. We are never 
b ; C. delighted where ſomething; is not 
MO us to fancy. This laſt obſervation 


fals true throughout all nature and all 
oral | | But, when I ſpeak of theſe, I muſt 
icin, that Art being agreeable no far- 


chan as it is conformed to Nature, 
r thi one will not be wanted in the caſe be- 

in zus, if the other be allowed its full 
1 herice. What I mean is this; F that, 
Wpolng a young lady to be deep- 
; yy Poſſeſſed with a regard for © whatſo- 

eer things are pure, venerable, and 
tha bf a good report, it will lead to de- 
am ſpontaneouſly, and flow, with un- 
i E wed: propriety, through every part of 
than attire and demenour. Let it be like - 
ig added, chat Simplicity, the inſepa- 
1 ui n companion both of genuine grace, 
4 of real modeſty, if it do not always 
| ae at firſt (of which it ſeldom fals) 1 is 
jm | D g | | 
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e e 3 which brin gs me, by an ea .M 1 


prophbet Iſaiah of the various 10 5 1 


daughters of Zion in his time. Iſaiah 8 


a Ader which, 1t 18 Gore nin! ſoften 1 


This paſſage I now refer to is in the Eli F | 


* 
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ſure, however, when it does ſtrike, a 
produce the deepeſt and moſt permanen 


ration, that of Modeſt Apparel, as 1 ; 
poſed i what may be ſtyled vain. I cali 
never think of this, without recollectin i 
in general (for who can remember t 3 


particulars of) the catalogue giyen by ty 
and inſtruments of dreſs, uſed by 0 M 


by all acknowledged the Prince of 4 


Prophets, in an evangelical view : yet 4 1 
_ not Week! it beneath the di 8 of i 2 


ſeverity of denftrt againſt the preacher 
this hour, if the fpirit of criticiſm, or tl . 1 
ſpirit of {ergpulotity, ſhould be pe 2 


to condemm his well meant endea v 


chapter of Iſaiah, towards the end, he 
the prophet having, in the name of Gol 
complained of the pridg and wantonrll 
of thole eaſtern females, and threaten 7 


— 
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m with diſeaſe and infamy on that ac · 
0 nt, goes on to mention ** the bravery 
. of their tinkling ornaments about heir 
M 5 Feet, and their cauls, and their round 
fl. tires like the moon; the chains, and 
of 0 "uy bracelets, and the mufflers; the 
ca fi ponnets, andthe ornaments of the legs; 
N and the head- bands, and the tablets, 
9 Fand the ear- rings; the rings and noſe- 
Jewels; the changeable ſuits of appa- 
en Poel, ad the mantles, and the wimples, 
wy AM and the criſping-pins ; the glaſſes and 
"y che fine linen, and the hoods, and the 
* @ vails.” On the firſt reading of this ca- 
F eue, „it maſt be pwned, one can ſcerce 
i bear to ſmile. But to thoſe unhappy 
1 men who gave occaſion for it, nothing, 
nl Bs! could be more ſerious, if you at- 
1 a to the denunciations which both pre- 
* Ne and follow it. I leave you to peruſe 
. af I em at your leiſure. They are in the 
ol | bk Die of the country and age in which 
ou e were uttered. I am ſure they con- 
1 a loud leſſon to this. Whether the 
4 tes of our Zion, in the preſent 
zer! Polite: generation, and eſpecially in 
ne 9 his. moſt polite. city, do or do not out- 


ul F'P thoſe. SIS YORK ladies of old, we cans | | 
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not take upon us to determine. But were} oh ies 
vue inclined to indulge a vein of ridicule 
on female folly, here methinks we mien 
have ample ſcope. We are not incline 3 
to indulge it. We reflect on theſe thing 99 4 
with real concern; and, with the utmola 
ſeriouſneſs, conjure our ere 
to reform whatever is indecent, and to re. 
trench whatever: 1 1s exorbitant, - in thei 
attire. + 0 A 0 
That there are ien and nette 
ces, in which ſplendour of dreſs is per- 
fectly allowable, nay, extremely e ul 
none, I think, but the narroweſt minds 
will deny. For my own part, I frech ver 
acknowledge, that I love to ſee a woman nc 
Fee hakited, if her fatnation ani to; 


9 


1 775 


ich as walks in 84 as in every wide arti the 
cle where ornament is concerned, will . 
ver ſeem poor and infipid to all but un ns 
taught andvulgar ſpirits; whereas, on the 1 i 
other ſide, it is certain, that the latter mal 
very well ſubſiſt without the former; no 
is its effect ever felt more ſtrongly, ol 
more happily, 'than when it receives roll 
aſliſtance from the other, but reſults ſole- 1 | 
ly From. our erte "of cn Gra 
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crab f ty. I ſay Elegant Simplicity; an ob- 
ue , which appears to me deſerving of 
IN 3 e attention than 1 is com monly paid it 


ꝛech your ſex: h 
1 affairs of this kind, it is but juſt to 
0 dw to women a degree of curioſity and 


zen 1 -, Which the laws of good ſenſe, found 
re. Wowey, and maſculine virtue, refuſe to 
cir m . a diſtinction fo true, fo univerſal, 

ſo palpable, that thoſe of the laſt, . 

an- . whkc > betray a particular ſolicitude in a- 
N Wning their perſons beyond cleanlineſs, 
er 


an a certain graceful eaſe, ſeldom fail to 
ds, ke themſelves little, in the eyes of e- 
N man who is not himſelf effeminate, 
r Jof every won: an too who is not aſlave 
m ol 0 ö Faſhion. How contemptible many of 
i on $ young men muſt neceſſarily appear to 
it is not eaſy to expreſs. But of 
1 Ing them become truly Men in this in- 
ee, any more than in others that 
t be named, I deſpair; while ſo ma- 
01 Nef our young women give ſo viſible a 
107 1 Wfcrence to embroidery, finery, and fop- 
9 1 Manners, above a plain coat, a cul- 
noted underſtanding, and a manly de- 
le- unent. It will be always ſo, till they 
m- A 3 Jure a taſte for e ſobriery and 
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wiſdom, i in what relates to themſclef 7 


But that muſt begin by reſtraining 1 in eve i 


ry poſſible way, the fooliſh and perniciou be 4 
paſſion I am ſpeaking of; for a foolillf = 
and pernicious pafſi on ſcruple not to * "= 
nounce it. 6.4 
Is there any probability, that thoſe vil 1 5 
are entirely under its power will take de 1 4 
light in domeſtick, e or pill : 
_ tual. improvements ? Is not a conſtar 
purſuit of trivial ornament an mdubitah f ; 
proof of a trivial mind? Will ſhe that 
always looking into her glaſs, be much 55 
diſpofed to look into her character? 


the  Foctidin gof whole hours every morn i 
ing at the toilet, alkely method of mark 

ing the reſt of the day down for w tom il 

IS vanity Favourable to devotion, or feli 
conceit the parent of ſelf- correction wil x 
that young woman who hopes to capiſ 4 b p 
vate by dreſs, or by appearance alone, Va 
very anxious bout any better recommen 3 
dation? H to ſparkle here for a few yea \ 
be the ſapreme ambition, Hereafter will 

be hardly thought of. The flattery c © 
every fool will be preferred to the approff 
| bation of angels; and a, connection will , 


ſome v wretched creature (wretched indeed} N 1 


8 SERMON I 7 
t he be who is caught by mere ſhow!} 


1 3 wi be ardently ſought, while the friend- 
46 


d of God is neglected. What thall I 
00 7 re? For a mortal and immortal bein FL, 
ul A o has many an errour to correct, many 
"ation to mortify, many a virtue to 
; ctiſe, and who, if ſhe hve, may pro- 
i 4 have important ſervice to render ſo- 
ty for ſuch a being to laviſh the prin- 
1 portion of her time and ſtudy on 
WW decoration of a body that will ſoon, 
I q Þ may ſuddenly, become the prey of 
eping things—--Gracious God! what 
b Wy, what madneſs! is „ 
Mare there. no allowances then to = 
7 ae: Allowances! for what ? For the 
| J 10 of a young mind. Moſt certamly, 
Þy this plea you mean to extenuate the 
Ilt of ſach a conduct. But would you 
er to excuſe it? Would you pretend to 
23 q / a reaſonable creature in acting ha- 
Y Y h and wilfully, a moſt unreaſonable 
rt; in ſacrificin g her improvement, her 
BH ation, her proſpects of uſefulneſs and 
nvity in life, the beſt intereſts of this 
' "mn rid, as well as the everlaſtin g concern- 
1" cats of the next, to the idol Dreſs ? 
ow 2 t I ate 3 it, 1 aero and. would 
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| HE S E RM O N II. 
to God it were not too common a cal 
that this miſerable idol is ſuffered to ſ aa 
low up the conſideration of all that is ſoliſ 1 a 
rational, and praiſe-worthy ; to conſun 2 5 
thoſe precious hours that were allotted 76 
the molt valuable purpoſes; aud, in D 
of ſecuring the great ends of exiltencg 
both preſent and future, to pervert i 
capacities of nature, the acquirements ol 
education, and the bounties of Pro * 5 
dence to pervert them to the low dei 
5 ſign of being admired for embelliſhmeul 
that imply no merit in the wearer, ally _ 1 
can confer no honour in the exe of ag 
but the worthleſs and the vain, Can fu 
4 conduct, I ſay, be thou ht innocen ll 
or in any reſſ pect conliltent Vith iber ru 1 5 
of Chriſtianity, or of con ſcience? 4 
That che idol I 1 peak of renders i its 0g I 
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Fans tt 


ſcribe ie on of of eres, e 

painful and pitiful ſhifts that are "oft 
neceſſary to ſupport it; the encre RW | 85 
on healthy! the Hurry of ſpirits, 1 „the tr 
vail of fäncy; the degradation 6 or bein * 
free quently, for Whole , houry, nder 
confident hands of the meine of maf * 
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2 _ with all the anxieties of 

wh the agonies 'of rivalſhip, the deep- 
1 2 difgrace on being g diſappointed of 
1 Wpquelt, or of fame; the diſtraction and 
Pair on being outline by---a Finer 
Non; in a word, all the ridiculous and 
F me deſerved diſtreſs to which they are 
pe etually expoſed? 
_ juſt mentioned ocrvaciimetts 
Whealth. Theſe, indeed, as well as the 
i re a are little Soeren by a young lady 
n in the purſuit of ſhow and admira- 
But if ſhe be not apprehenſive of 
thit K in relation to life, and 
fort, aud caſe, I wonder The is not 
10 e alarmed at their effects, with 
d to chat very appearance which | is 
favourite: object. I wonder ſhe does 
Þcrceive at once, how much her bloom 
— Sy the luſtre of the eyes, 
a the Frellmels of her form, are im- 

Ed by ſuch endleſs, ſuch enormous fa- 
0" WE, agitation and irregularity. Iam 
v* Wiſhed ſhe does not reflect, that ſhe is 

g the moſt effectual ad $ to 
- oh that period of youth, on which 
——_ riumphs depend. Miſtaken creature! 
art cruelly haſtening on the time, 
4 or. J. E 


Fo 8 E R M O Nen 1 
when thou ſhalt be frightened to look! K ; 
thyſelf; when, not only thy. mind, & 
thy face, ſhall be 2275 Gckled oer 5 1 


ual 3 depreſiion, hall under mi 
and deſtroy every remaining be a. 
55 leave thee to lament too late the ja 
ding courſe thou haſt run. You forget 
10, that. dreſſing up beauty continual 1. ke 
years it out; that, like ftrength, or ſtuſſ 
or buſineſs, it requires the frequent in 
miſſion of its toils; but that, more ti 
any of them, it is e by conlldf 
exertion; 54 and that the arts commuoi 1 
1 

made uſe of to heighten and repair Th: 
only accelerate. and increaſe its decif 4 
While the complection, the ſlin, and i 
hair, are all me diſguiſed 4 
tortured. Fi , 0 
Did not this 1 1 dei | 50 
or: deaden in a great meaſure, the wort 
- Tenſbililes of good-nature, I ſhould WM 
mention here the more ſerious and Wi 
portant diſtreſſes, in which they in» 
- others- --But the ſtretches of credit to 
rents} the inconveniencics to many fi 
les, the ruin to not 4 few, the loſe 
trudeſmen, who are often not paid, 


— 
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1 150 Pits avaſtvarietyof people, whoſe 
3 rings are little thought of amidſt 
elne of oſtentation and the triumpli 
Fe it were impoſſible fully to paint. 
ho does not kno:v, that the parade of 
Þ gaudy everin 4 ſhall ſometimes ſubject 
1 7 ore of honeſt citizens to difficulties for ; 
i ole month? Is this Chriſtian ? Is this 
7 aane'? But where the Fury bf dreſs 
annzes, how can the gentle pleadin gs 
oy Nharity hope to be heard? And as to 
tl 1 | ſy s eldeſt daughter, Beneficence! 
f chance has ſhe, in general, to con- 
| 1 be d withthat mighty ſorcereſs, the Mode? 
pſe ſtreams which heaven has commit- 
eo the direRtion of the former, forthe 
. eſhment of induſtry, and the'comfort 
* flliction; how often are they divert- 
cy, With facrile gious violence to o the feed- | 
0 of pride! 12 39 
"Y _ age, it v bs. Ga, is 
Fguitbed by the moſt' diffuſive. 5 the 
d K illaſtrious works of humanity, both 
mog ate and publick. We own it, and re- 
tolf e in the effect. Far from denying; 
people of- this country any of their 
oe honvurs; we. are almoſt tempted to 
id, pak of them with exultation. 'But---I 
= E. 2 


on 4 JF 


nal 
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| wiſh the works in queſtion may not kf 
frequently performed by way of atonY 
ment for certain faſhionable vices, v hid 


it is too eaſy to reconcile with them * T 
„Charity hopeth all things. I Kno 
it, and do verily believe, that even nol 

addicted as the world is to oftentation« 

there are many, very many characterW * 
who nobly deny themſelves for the (al = 
of others; or rather, who find the bio 1 
eſt indulgence in conſecrating to 659. p 

_ of. benevolence and piety a large ſhare 

their fortunes, without ſeeking, by ſud 
means, to purchaſe a diſpenſation for cl tk 
minal purſuits. But forgive me, if 1 1 ; 

Vith regard to numbers, that the fla; gran 1 | 
Allectation of ſhining; in publick, and ti 
dreadful paſſions from thence ariſing ff Be 

Private life, are not eafilyreeonciled witl 5 

real principles of migen munificencq 1 
Theſe, I know, are unpopular ideas, I ay 

ſorry for it: but their being ſo, is no ref 14 

ſon why we ſhould rden them; ; iy 
the very reverſe. -- 

To che arguments alteally urged! MY 3 
ral may be dee e 
conſideration tro 2 10173 25 l 

: In, * firſt Thee, Thu co ;cuhtiva = 


+ 7 


nf N 
© * ung aa "ts at * e time, is 
| I. G Per perhapsadifficultattamment: Your 
Wis much belicd, if it be a very com- 
as one. This, I think, is certain, that 
wi ſpend with an men to one object at 
4 e; is ordinarily ſufficient employment 
the mind. But, can any degree of 
Vcompenſate the want of cleanlineſs? \ 
1 irty woman -I turn noms Lines e 
idea, to mention, * 
the next place, at N ng 
i wed at before, Simplicity of Dreſs. Inn 
Joe ſciences, in every valuable profeſ— 
n the common intercourfes of - life; 
is 4 let me add, even iu the ſublimeſt ſub- 


thi 5, Simplicity is that which above every 
g * Ws clic touches and delights. Without 
vill Paleed, all elſe 3 is feeble. and unaſle&t- 
M$. Where famplicity is wanting; men 


"= be dazzled for a moment. Mere 
reM | 2} Pour will ſtrike them at firſt; but, on 
ction they will ſoon. eee 3 
1 ndour of nel, ke every other idol, 
ſev „ othivg.. f On the other hand, Mhere 
vo pbcity, the ſiſter of Truth; appears, 
| 8 eternal. Hence the ne- 
ava faling-entertainment am inſtructibn 
Ned from the works of antiquity in all 


E 3 


5 
Th 
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the, fine arts; of which, 1 ſappoſe f. 
that reaſon chiefly, they remain to the 
dayy and will ever W the : fovencig fy 


happily, have been always moſt admure( x : | ; 
To inſ{tanee-in the art of painting, wii 


ach of 3 its profeſſors As nabe approach 7 . 
neareſt to the noble ſimplicity of ancia i 
workmanſlüp! Its buſmeſs,; we know. 
moſt particularly with Beauty, in all 1a 
fineſt forms. That, Ipreſume, was nal 
ver ſtudied more ſucceſsfully by any, ti k 
by the great Raphael. But who, that 1a 
an eye For fick objects, can avoid bei 
ſtruck with the chaſte, ſober, and e Ne 
fected graces of his females! 15 And asf Dal 
his manner of clotling them; what i 4 f 4 
markable plainnieſs, what delighntul uf 1 
deſty, even where the colours and 1 "PM 
are intended to be richeſt! How differ 
from thoſẽ painters of the Gothick fil 
Who,; riot "rnilerſfanthingg hte fe! 
between ornament an \ „ bich 
its exceſs ; between beanty, 2 io 3 


' which is the affectation of 13 load f 
| I 


©» 
* 
1 


6 W men with n trappings . other 
i "Io — ma Anne indeed, ne” 
ig ry! ! 5.24445 


rug A or is the grand principle of Sinaplick: | 
na onfined to the imitative arts; it runs 


Pugh all. Hence, in a great meaſure, 
peculiar ſatisfaction derived from the 
Inpany of a man wel-bred and worthy 
he ſame time. He looks, he ſpeaks} he 
cM i e, with a modeſt bald 3 there is no 
cg Sig: artificial or ſtudied in his converſa- 
m 6 ee and deportment. Hence too the 
enour pleaſure from he profpect of A * 
„en lad out wich tafte, in which the 
tac | are natural, ample abi unforced. 
oe e ihat of ſeein g one cut into a thou- 
bend little parterres, and incumbered with 
un 2 dvd of: Jaboured conceits. Let me 
as oin, hence the inexpreſſible power. and 
e ſty of Holy Writiitſelf, even abſtract- 
tom its Divine Original. And, to 
ta e to the caſe directly before us, Hue 
fer reſiſtleſs charm which attends a Vir= 
Vin 7 Woman attired with ] Tar meſs and 
met gent“ wo things,” which, making | 
bictÞwance forithe anmtability and caprice 
{hot . e of leſs mo- 


"Y 


al 
1 9 


1 religions principle for the form of the 


5s SERMON, II. : 
ment, will always give the moſt genuin ee” 
and laſting Contents: of; a 

'The neat appearance of many female elt 
belonging to a ſect well known, has bee 
frequently remarked and greatly admir ed * 
It would be much more agreeable, coul 4 
it be di joined from the ſtiffneſs that a 
companies it; a defect utterly inconſiſteni oth 
with the rules of taſte. But thoſe peop:gl 
are taught. to deſpiſe every thing of thigh 

kind, and to underſtand litterally ſuch 
paſſages of ſeripture as ſeem to prota 

ſumptuous apparel. In ſhort, they plea 


attire. We ſhould believe them, but fu 
he richneſs of che materials, and the fl 
neſs of the texture. Many of that («Yi hy 
are very intelligent: can — perfual 
themſelves, that through all their affect 
tion of plainneſs, the world does not yl 
ceive the utmoſt, pride of expence ? « 
On this article your judgment will bg 4 
ſeen in Joining frugality and Gomplcicy ol e 
gether; in being neyer fond of. finery,; i wi 
pt wy diſtinguiſhing between, what WW ö 
glaring, and what is genteel; in pre cle , 
ving elegance with the 8 habit ; | 
wearing coſtly array but ſeldom, and d 


S FR MON H., 57 
s with eaſe; a point, that may be 
Tm Kined by her who has learnt not to 
thi Pu. more bighly of herſelf for the ett 5 
2 raiment ſhe can put on. 

oo ere a ſyſtem of this kind to prevail, 
03 I Ennot help thinking, that the effects 
wy ſl be beneficial and happy. What 


40 PL. 


faſps would be ſaved, where they ought to 


1 JE: Rved, for more valuable ends! What 
9 s would be kept at home, that now go 
8 pad to enrich our moſt dangerous ri- O 
uch 


prench gewgaws would give place 
Pritiſn manufactures. The ladies of 
Ligand, inferiour to none in beauty, 
* be the apes: of none in dreſs. They 
4 practiſe that ſpecies of patriotiſm, 
I h is the moſt proper for their ſex; 
(cl . would ſerve their country in their 8 
aligh 1 Al Ho- many evils to the com- wg 
ay Pity, to private families, and to indi- 
Ws, , wqald be prevented! If in ſome, : 
moſt expenſive parts of female de- 
tion fewer hands were employed, a 
th: Ereater number on the other ſide - 
BY find! exbrciſe f in cultivating an ele- 
a | Y; and a beautiful diverſiy, 
* $B al tile 3ſt: The publick taſte. 
n I I ud be! improved! in a thouſand e 
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| And 18 e not reaſon to Hope, Get 6 2 - 


more in the eye of juſt difcernment. Avi Nt 15 
5 what honour would it rellect on your u 1 mM 
derſtandings, when in company, to 4 


——— — 
1 — 
— - 


. getting 1 that, and every other adyantagf 1 
20 all preſent, Ad lending” luftte: ro ea 


from thence? Or will: any of you ſay, 1 


to herſelf Alone; or trying to catch 4 5 


Wo are hart by her bad breeding, in 1 " : 
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they would be more engaging. On gal 1 
aſſemblies, for gay aſſemblies there vn 
always be”! would glitter leſs in the gal 


© f 
1 


of fooliſh wonder; but they would f. N 


you ſuperiour to your dreſs, entirely f 
you may | Sofeſs, in an obliꝑing attentic * 
ornament, Snflcdd of Börrö ing it werf 


a woman on the 3 is Bkely toll 
more eſteemed, for appearing atteni 


poor à bait as a little gay clothing? ll 
who does either piques our pride; and " Wa 
fends our judgment; at the ſame ſtan 


one caſe; and in the other, we are pi 10 
voked th: *think' ſhe mond Pay us fa 
fo rry compliment, as 0 eee cal 


11 
entangled ma cobweb. | 


= SERMON II. 59 
wo 4 hen ſhall women, in general, under- 
a nd thoroughly the effect of a comely 
Mit, that, independent of pomp and 
b 8 pine extravagance, is Worn, evtheſo- 
yet tranſparent vail of a more come- 
"HE 5 Be aſſured, my young friends! 
al Ws thus that you will captivate moſt, and 
3 

. baſe longelt. By purſuing this plan, you 
* 1] preſerye an equality in that great in- 
ll Wpcaliple article of neaineſs. You vill be 
| 74 : an, and you will be caſy; ; nor will you 
fol 4 5 in danger of appearing butterthes one 
„, and ſlatterns the next. You will be 
vays ready to receive your friends, with- 
ſeeming to be caught, or being at all 
-Y ] Foncerted on account of your dreſs. 


9 


th v ſeldom is that the caſe amongſt the 
to terers of the age | I with we could ſay, 


oY 2 - iy them only. For young ladies of 
94 e ſobriety to be found ſo often ſloven- 
Imi ght have ſaid downright /qualid 
ad 9 Lea. vhen no viſitors are expected, 
ack . oſt peculiarly ſhameful. I cannot ex- 


in tf 05 the contempt and the diſguſt I feel, 
e pen! think of it., I will ot ek EE. 
nll | proceedto obſerve, that what you take 


can m tinſel trappings you will gain in time, 


. wing „and in real ts The 
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leſs vanity you betray, the more merit 4 k n . 
ſhall be always diſpoſed to allow you 
We ſhall be doubly charmed, firſt, wit 
finding young; women that are not 0 LN 
to ſhow, and next, with your 3 1 
much reſpect on our heads and hearts, 
to ſuppoſe we are only to be gained 9 
better qualities. > 


tunes, and proper ſentiments, will not i} © 


wiſe, as well as too worthy, when ma 


| their TüfBands . ro 64 197 


I am perſuaded, will quickly decay, ani 


theſe a conceited young creature mak 


© SERMON I. 


4 


+3 > #7 
Fg 9 
nn. 


Add to this, that men of ordinary fog f 1 


afraid of comneing themſelves with pelj » 
ſons too prudent to be profuſe, and tif | 


ried, to court the admiration of all * 
The unddbbtedb and andiflinguitin 


love of admiration; has been thought t 7 
moſt common, the ranlceſt, and the mai 


noxious weed, that grows it the et g | W 
a female. It is nouriſhed by nothing 1 moi 
than by the love of finery: In effect, the 
depend on each other. But, if you vl 


begin by cruſhing the latter, the forme 


at alt, fall to thi ground. The love 0 | 
finery naturally. prompts the paſſion to 
ſeen, that is, to be admired; for betwee 


RN 


1 SE RM ON n. . 
14 vg Wikinction. Alas! what woman is there 
ay age, who, if devoted to dreſs, burns 
Y & with impatience to diſplay in publick 
vi W >w faſhion, or a new any thing, which 
„has been told by thoſe about her, or 
1 by her own imagination, looks exceeding 
0 = And of thig impatience what is the 
4 ce, but that very paſſion which I juſt 
called, The unbounded and umdiſtin- 
hin g love of admiration? The mil- 


. e Fol 5 
Et, — — e 
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11 
1 of flowing from thence. have been 
| tf hed upon in part. They will be far- 


1 traced hereafter. At preſent, I ſhall 
11198 A 
Wn add, what ought to alarm women of 

4 ene), "that: an immoderate fondneſs for 
ral £mbellihment 1 ig a ſtrong temp- 
Won. a light and laſcivious mind. 
15 4 rom che paſſage of Iſciah before quo- 
compared with the verſe immediately 


mall Keine it appears, that, in the caſe 


tue re pointed. to, an indecent deporiment 
ü 1 cloſely conne ted with an exceſſiye ya- 


md in apparel. And, from the whole of 
i - diſcourſe, > it is manifeſt, the beha- 
ö Ir of the. daughters of Zion at that 
- was Hobly Gſpleafin g tothe. Almig - 
Which could only proceed from the 


ence their behaviour had upon their 
ä 


we Of 
to 
Leu 
nake 


52 SERMON n. 1 
dif} poſitions, or reciprocally from the ja 1 
ter, as giving birth to the former. How i 1 
applicable the obſervation to the caſc 
many females at this day | I 

But has it not been too much the mal 
ner amon ight preachers of every age, 
decry that in which they lived, as having 
remarkably degenerated from thoſe thil 
went before, and to denounce peculiſ ; 1 
judgments accordingly ? It often has, il W 
doubt. And ſo far, certainly, they bay 
forgotten the caution of Solomon; 9 
not thou, What is the cauſe that t 
W former days. were better than thei 
« For thou doſt not inquire wiſely coi 
« cerning this,” A miltake we wolff 
willin: gly avoid: Such complaints, wb 
indulged indiſcriminately, are either i 
dictates of a gloomy and querulous ter 
per, or the trite and unmeaning dedf 
mation of mere] popular preaching. 
truſt, we ſhall be charged with neither 
ſaying, that to this nation there can ac 
no good from the ſpirit of luxury, of 
levity, and of vice, ſo prevalent, und 
{preacin BD in a {ex that leads the wo orld 


3 


1 
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On Fenale Reſerve. | 


Vim. ü. 8, 9 8 will---that = Women 8 
rn themſelves wiel . 
* ? 


FANY of you, my] A oadured hear- 
1 En have been addreſſed in the 
A | of love and admiration, I have ta- 
S the liberty to addreſs 3 you in chat of 
and kriendfhip; a yk, not the lefs 
ere, or the LR worthy of ye ä 
\ for beigg fober and impartial. WII 
pen me to Fe in the fame | 
| Net) ep ofe m e ſpeaking tc o as 
other. 1 * W be 5 more than a 1ppo- 
1 1 7 we not all one Father by 
AW tion 155 even the Great God and by 
= dion,” 18 bot the New Jerufalem the 
ther : of ys 4 all! 7 With a brother” s affee- 
then | will, 1 go on to lay! before' you © 
c better ornaments than Wealth e can 
chaſe, © | which 1 with my beloved 
rs 16 f ine, that they, may apptar as 
omes Wer Figs birth, and the” not le 
| F 3 1 
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expectations Alieg wy — to « : 
tertain. A a 

After modeſt a panel, our apoſtle me la 
tions Shamefacedneſs, © I Will -t 
«© women adorn themſelves in modeſt x 1 7 
«© pare], with Shamefacedneſs.“ Ti Ke 
lovely quality, in its largeſt extent, 4 Ne 
in its molt pleaſing: effects on female m- 1 I 2 

ners, fhall be the ſubject of our 0 
meditation. It is an ornament 8 

neceſſary and Cp 1 

I. It is a Neceſſary Ornament, conf 
dived, I mean, in a moral and reli 1 

Ight. I would only premiſe, - that i 
_ amiable referve e, eine by St 5 

Shamefacedneſs, is is ſomething widely ky 

ſtant from thoſe airs of diſdain, thoſe pi 1 
tences of averſion to men, which we ni 
and then meet with in your ſex. 1 * 4 
Pretences: For no degree of candcur 
| perſuade us to believe, that ſuch wom 
generally ſpeaking, do not play, a pM 
and, under the maſk of this ſceming {{ = 
| rity, this violent affectation of virtue, ff 

bour paſſions of a very different i 
Who does not know, that the greaf 
prudes have often dropt their difguilq 
laſt; and e ſuch diſpoſition 


» 
4 
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by a young woman of good nature, 
courteous behaviour, is incapable of 
im plging : 2? Every thing overglone 1 is liable 
ws uſpi ICION . 3 in women wants 
ue 68 aid of oltentation : ke integrity 


een, it reſts in its own conſciouſneſs. 


ſo, however, as to neglect the rules 
radence and circumſpection. To ſay 
WS truth, prudery 1 is not the prevailing 
| of the times. Female modeſty, even 
ere it is molt real, is in little danger. 


obe world goes, of being carried to an 
ei reme. In the gayer part of the world, 
. dv {cldom, alas! does it riſe to 7; A 


amefacedneſs enjoined in our text, and 
ch, on the very | firſt hearing, ſuggeſts 


dea of a virtuous ; baſhfulneſs. This 
T Ratiful grace, 3 


ö . Clear ehe, 


; «:afonp E, . 
-þ ea at the 7 5 55 re gar he dra” 


— . | 
IEP! ſhe re tired! : Wh cre 15 3 ch. arm - 


o original, from which the poet drew 

weet A picture Has VI irtue then for- 

en the ſex? God ſorbidl! Put I apy 

d. to ſay her favourite e are e wot | 
os 3 


tional pleaſures of that home Are preſt 
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in thoſe places of publick entertainmenſ cit 
nov ſo fondly frequented by ſo many wall 
men. She loves the ſhade. There 10 
finds herſelf moſt fecure from the bl 111 
of calumny, and the heats of tempt 5 
tion. Ah! ye-mothers of this land, ho ore 
can you expoſe ſo raſhly thofe tend f 
bloſſoms committed to your care? Haß 
ye forgotten that every. unkindly breal 
is ready to blaſt them! Are ye ignoran| 
how * the whiteſt innocence may i 
fullied ; that it is poſſible: even for ll 
ſtricteſt principles to be corrupted? | W: 
there nothing in your own- minds ta 

wary the frailty of your ſew? ©: 121 

- But you plead the neceſſity of allo vu 

to youth: 2 little amuſement, of ſhowil 

your dau ghters a little of the world, 
preventing or rubbing off the ankwat 155 
neſs that is apt to adhere to young pl 
ons who are confined at home I 
urge the propriety of convincing them 
compariſon, how much the calm and 


0 


E 


Able to the 108 and giddy diwerſi 
ulualt) ohne abroad 311 Fog? 1 the lati 
hee s nothing 16 Meg derfwöll fine, 

Evetutibly Mare, as tllcir fend 14 
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"= or the information 15 oth ers, mi Shut 
wem to. ſappoſe «+ ; 

ee admit your ee G fas as 


Wo Keep within theſe bounds, and 
1 2 jameleſy. But do the parents of the 


ent generation commonly keep within 
| k Are not many of thofe parents as 
8d of 724 and ſhow, as the mereſt 
bly be? Is it ſurpriſing to ſee 

Fo daughters of ſueh become very early 
Votaries of Folly, when every;other 
or night they are conducted in tri- 
h to her temples, without any pre- 
on, any previous pains taken to in- 
* ot rw: in oy Groen and wonh- 

9 pad with — 5 e E 
ſerve. to propogate the jdotatr: | ile 

poor innocents are inflamed by the 

currence of mh drefs, flattery, 
mple 3 the example of thoſe „ whom, 
ature; and education, 4he they are difpo- 
to xeſpect moſt highly, ; and to imitate 
| implicitly? It were ſtrange. indeed, 
rin cs ſayari jon, cheir too ſuſceptible 
W 2 ſhould e ape the, faſhionable-con- 
je,. gt What can be faid for thoſe 
Þ [Tha ett, and with their eyes | 


s $ERM ON 11. 
open, lead their children into a ſaare ! 3 : 
_ Ceaſe, thou reſtleſs and raping. ſpirit 0 


hell, who art „ going about ſee ku 
«© whom thou mayeſt devour,” ceaſe 19 


cruel toil. The parents of Britain ren þ 
it needleſs The mothers of the chu os 
haſten to brin: g thee their little lambs, WM 
if impatient for the pleaſure of e 
ing them. -Excuſe, ye better characteſſ 
this tranſport of indignation, Kindled i 
an impiety which you are not cpa 
committmg. Ithink with honour of # 
who truly merit the parental name. W i 
the Father of the world increaſe thi 7 : . 
number, aud multiply their joys ! bu 
for thoſe wicked---T turn from them . 
you, ye Pretty helpleſs creatures, vi# 
have loſt-- it may be, happily---merc At 
| heaven! mult I ſay, Happily loſt you 

rents? or Whoſe parents yet alive, 

olt to themſelves and to their offsprii 
have, | in the blindneſs of indulgence, i 
the barbarity of neglect, abandoned 
to your own untutored conduct. Let! 
warn you of your danger. If there 
no other friend to ſhow a ſolicitude 
_ your welfare, allow 1 me, at leaſt, to hd 
chat ſatisfaction. £2, y HOG I $1295 


V8 
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A Nedect, my ſiſters, on all I have ſaid 
A Wcerning your importance in life; =. 
beyond life's narrow boundary. Con- 
1 r.everlaſting conſequences. Contem- © 


0 e approaching judgment. You have 
1 Fived from the Almighty your bodies 
, 8 your ſouls, unſtained by diſhonour. - 
enn will be foon required to reſtore them 
te vaculate. You belong to a ſociety, for 
ach your Saviour“ gave himſelf, that | 


e might ſanctify and cleanſe it with 
a b the waſhing of water by the. word, 
Ui that he might preſent- it to himſelf a 
3 glorious. church, not having ſpot, or 
Wrinkle, or any. ſuch thing.” Think 
| : this. 4 cc Watch and pray - that we en- . 
rr not into temptation.“ 


rc The love of promiſcuous 8 | 
18 inmocent ſoever it may, often ſeem, 
„ ſpometimes be, enſnares multitudes of 
"rl  TFSY Their earlieſt days are marked 


ce 3 mixture. of ſprightlineſs and ſimpli- 
d They run, they laugh, they prat- 
et nd then they often bluſh, for fear of 
re 
del 


ibilities become more enlightened, and 
0 1 


reawake.;;: They bliiſſi oftener. It is 
> Precious 9 of virtue as gh 


w oſfanded . As they grow up, their 


79 8 E R * 0 N m. us 
hag. happily phraſed it. They contrll] 
a quicker perception of what is decal 
and of what is. wiſe. A ſweet timid 
was given them to guard their innocenf 
by inclining them to ſhrink from whill 1 17 
ever might threaten to injure it. TI . 
paſſions, as they riſe, are reſtrained fru 
exorbitance, by a ſecret ſentiment 
ſhame and honour. In this ſtate of min 
they come to hear much concernin N b 
blick diverſions. The deſeription | is fl 
quently repeated, and always exaggerali 
ted. Their curioſity takes fire ; they af 
_ eager to "rice They are indulgf 1 
once, a ſecond, a third time, often, wit! 5 
out controul. 5 Rtle and kitle, then 
natural fearfulneſs begins to abate. Tl 
a while they are ſhocked at ſigns of rudf . 
nefs. Tlleir cars are wounded by the la 
guage of viee: Oaths, ITrmprecarion 
double meanings, everything obſcene fi 
them with Gfpult” aud borrour. Bi 
cuſtom foon' bepets familiarity} and f 
miliarity produces mdifferences. T 
emotions of delicacy are leſs Frequen 
leſs ſtrong.” And now, they 
bluſh, although, perhaps, tho' 
affect it. At the image of fin the 
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i able no longer: their minds are alrea- 
. Nebauched. All the internal fences of 
ny 3 fleſty are broken down. Can you 
aer, if it be then eaſily aſſailed from 
1 1out ?. But what if it be not? What 
Y ppearances be {till preſerved, if open 
Nadal be not incurred, or if ſecret enor- 
y ſhould be always avoided? Is it e- 
oh for a young, woman to be free 
infamy , from crimes? Between the. 
of virgin purity and actual proſtitu- 
are there no intermediate degrees? 
nothing to have the ſoul deflowered, 
tancy polluted, the paſſions flung i into 
ment? Say, is it nothing to forfeit 
rd freedom and {cif-polleſſion ! The 
Ber, che dent), the trangulſcy, of. 
A cious virtue---are. all theſe of no ac- 
1 n Such indeed, one would, think, 
the opinion of thoſe, who imagine, 
3 can be. no harm in A, paſſion for , 
s of. entertainment. ; 2 Becauſe, tay... 
5 all attacks on the honour, of 37 | 
WhO reſort thither are preclu dec. 
that as it may, I muſt ever maintain, 
1400 Joung women of principle Will be 
lu eus of frequenting ſcenes where, 
nefacedneſs, at once the companion Ao 
the. guardian of female 1 innocence, is 
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72 SERMON III. 4 
in danger of being loſt, But Fadd, al 4 1 
every prudent young woman alſo will ll 
extremely wary in this particular; becauf þ - 
II. The ornament we now recommi ar 
is as wiſe as it is Neceſſary. There is 
thing lo engaging as baſhful beauty. ' KB 
beauty that obtrudes itſelf, how con{ilM# 
able ſoever, will either diſguſt, or at li 
excite but inferiour deſires. Men ar 
made. They refuſe their  admiratigh 
where it 18 courted : where It ſeems Fr 
: Uſer Irznned, they love: to beſtow it. J f 
retiring graces } have e been I. the n | 
= e e 5 e 
_.. $$2Yau remember eee 

: let puts into Adam's mouth of i 
firſt meeting with our general mot * 
"How beautiful, and: ho. delicate! = 


. She SUE me 11871 oY 7 gh di eh bio | 
vet innocence and virgin! ne T 
4, Her: virtue; and the 'confcience- of ther Hori - 
* That would be wod d, and not unſought be! 
Not gbyious, nat obtrufive,; but xerirfd, 
pe more deſirab 75 2 to day all, 
"= Natoge Kerle, of 5 ful 1 5 
Ne e 
% followed her- She cle nom Kne 
« And with obſequious 


1£{{My Rlsaded xeaſon- ana jo 


1 jed her * Ik the morn. x 


. 
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* FT Put this was only the poet's fancy. 
4 4 ne. Yet the poet knew the ſexes well, 
az 1 — to have ſtudied yours particu- 
He painted from the completeſt 
4 = ard he could find. His picture of 
I in her ſtate of innocence, may be 
il - idered as the model of a woman moſt 
ably feminine; in whom his imagina- 
=, like exalted and correct, could of 
Fc nothing ſo allaring, 


X?“ thoſe g ET — 
2 oſe ng ls n that daily flow 
1 rom all her words and actions.“ . 


. wind of -any;worth can forbear 
e charmed with- «the deſripton Fn 
4 ofp the troths. ther e is. not, 1 verily 
| f Ve, Aa man living, who, in his ſober 
* 0 would. not prefer a modeſt to an im- 
1 woman. An impudent 8 
10 e cantell which is greater, the diſ- 
oY dyn upon humanity by ſuch a 
Ger; gr the honour reflected on our 
res, by tha | abborrence which, is ra. 
by ke bare idea, in cvery breal * 


200 45 


00 ly degenerate? | 8 
dei rely it deſeryes your notice, what 


e 
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pains the All-prefiding Power has 27 I 

ouſly taken to ſhow his care of femilf 
virtue, not only by impreſſing the min 
of your ſex with that deep and lively ſel L. 
of reputation, which is one of 5 md 1 
powerful preſervatives, but alſo by for 1 5 
ing the minds of ours with ſo high 
eſteem for every indication of chaſtity 
women, and with ſo ſtrong a diſapproid ye 
tion of the contrary. ' That eſteem, Mi 
this diſapprobation, it is certain, are i 
by the men, whenever reaſon is pi 
mitted. to take place of appetite ; ai 
theſe indications are perfectly and uni 
fally intelligible: I ſay not, that thoſe 
the laſt Kind are always apparent, whe * 
women have given themſelves up to vil 
but, I apprehend, they are ſo for i 
greater part. This breach of her m 
facred law, the juſtice of Nature has 3 
nerally branded with'a look and man 
_pecuharly characteriſtick and ſignifica 
as, on the other fide,” ſhe has always 
think always) marked the germine Feel 
of Modeſty with a look and manner 
leſs correſpondent and & refWe, 
In the latter caſe, fle Nee bs ſoy 
as men; "politing to ber Fes wiicorrv 
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= SERMON Ik 7 F 
obters, Behold theſe fmiling inno- 
4 | 5 ts, whom I have graced with- my 
weſt gifts, and committed to your 
Kaine + behold them u 1th love and 
is treat them with tenderneſs 
ty Wc honour. They are timid, and want 
4 be defended.” They are frail; O do 
J take advantage of their wealmeſs! 
Wet their fears und bluſhes endear them. 
er cheir confidence in you never be 
oscd--But is it poſſible, that any of 
oben be ſuch Barbarians, ſo ſupre me- 
1 wicked, us to abuſe it: Can ye aud 
your hearts 1 deſpoil the gentle 
ing creatures of their treaſure, or 
any wfüug to ſtrip them of chtir na- 
robe of virtue? Curſt be the i.. 
Wous hand, that Gali dare to vidate 
* . utblenjifhed form of Chaſtity! 
ml wretch thou ruffian ! forbear: ; 
r venture to provoke heaven's fierceſt 
ngeance t!“ Ai y #5 RY r F ad 
che other. caſe, the ſume parental 
equally. wayzcbful-for: all her chil- 
bs. legen 50 caſt an eye of awful rer 
ich on ſch ef bar daughters nsr 
0 . 
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76 S EL RM O N Il. = 
my ſons, flee theſe deſtructive Syrenlf 74 - 
They ſmile, only to tempt; and t 1 
tempt, in e to devour. Once 
deed they ſhone in many of my ſve 
© eſt charms. Theſe are no more. T 

© have forgotten to bluſh ;- their foi 

i © heads are hardened into Shameleſſel 5 

HA Their eyes formerly ſoft, virtuous, a 

dooncaſt; thoſe very eyes that eſſuſſi 
the ſoul eb d innocence, have learnt 

«ſtare, and roll with wnbounded. want 
© neſs ; to dart nothing but unholy ill 

4 Their hands are the hands of Harpif 

heir feet So don to death, and th : 

| - This ara thoſe wretched. bein 

_ will be always tytie in part. The pro 
gute and the fooliſh, hat are taken in th 
tolls, ſhall ſome time or other be ſure 

repent it. Nevertheleſs it muſt be own 

there are of them, who, heat of 
damant᷑ to the Beſt impreſſions; aud wit 


0. - 2 8 


oüt 29 8 natural modeſty,) 
Practiſe 76 the art gits dxtent | 
nei rb nat e 
that can be toriteived m. ber! E 

Ves, thoſe triore accompliſhed Enſnart 1 


wt 


| arofufficiently mare, dur there is 10 


Aces 
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is AD, equal to tliat of maiden vate 1 
1 ther efore, having loſt the realit y, they 
to retain the enn In this 
mce, no de as in numbexleſs o- 
, the operations, of Nature may be 
9 teracted by violence, and her moſt 
3 king features ſilenced. by diſſimula- 
But ah! how much more A 
os Cant, noble, and happy, to be vi | 
„chan only to ſeem ſo! That vicege-- 
of God within us, Conſcience, will 
„bear the abuſe calmly. All eſſential 
eeeſſions of order, how fuccelstul 5 
| they: ma outwardly. APPEATx; {hall 
ain ihed by ir dliſquie - 
15 and home-felt a But he. 
h is, that the art of diſſembling, in 
caſe before us, ſeldom ſucceeds 40 
as not to be ſeen through on many 


; W ions % and when! It ; WE the: ;coptcrapt. 
„ averſion produced by it, are only. 
= htened by thoſe attempts to impoſe. 


Ns be auredt, that, to the ſenſe, of. 


N14 


put out of Ke 
6 39; 
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ſhame j is ſeandalous; but in rere 1 
can deſeribe the deteſtation it excites 

Next to this is the diſſike we feel to 4 
who has contracted a certain briſkneſ 

air and levity of deportment, whidi 4 2 
though, by good nature, or the court 
of cuſtom, diſtinguiſhed from the brat 
front and bold attack of the proftira 
does yet, 30 cannot help ſaying, approaſ 
too near them, and can never, I am ſu 
be pleaſing to men of ſentiment. Sul 
an e portinent, IWell know, 4 
by many elicemed marks of ſpirit. i 

may beſo. Iam willing, at leaſt, to 
lee,, chat no real Harm is meant 
numbers who affect them. But, ſure 
they are the worſt kind of affectation 
Had rather a thouſand times ſee a yo 
Lady carry her 'baſhfalneſs too far, thi 
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_ pique berfelf on the Freedom of bern. 
vers. RIS „ Ittiog { 
A maſcukne Sethe moſt be-natur FE 


an unatmable creature. T'confeſs m/ 
"ſhocked; 'wheniever I {ee the 'fexes « 
Founded. An effeminate fellow: that, 
flitute of every manly ſentiment, co 
, withinverted ambition from. your {63 
- an object of contempt and averſioi 


1 


8 E R M Q- N, im. 7 
. on the other band, any young 
. man of better rank, that throws off all 
ovely ſoftneſs of her nature, and emu 
de daring intrepid temper of a man 
ow terrible! The transformation on 
er ſide muſt ever be monſtrous. Is not 
9 eee out to us in that particular 
bibition of the Jewiſh. law, which ſays,” 
Irbe woman thall not wear that which 


OM WE, 

u ertaineth unto a man: neither (hall a 
Su van put on a woman's garment, For 
il chat do lo are abortination unto the 


ord?” Such. confuſion of appare} 


ol — be conſidered ; as renouncing, in 
t- - | | Inction of form, which the 
ne ighty bad eſtabliſhed i in the creation. 


8 this unnatural | mode do \ We. not for 1 ö 
es ohſerve a- viſible tendency in © 
ys? But what. 2 the def bel BY 


alu, if the behaviour be not; in 
oſe points, I mean, where the HR. 


eder an fach ſex ſeems to require a 
There, a metamorphoſis in 

8 0 e l always offend an eye that is 

t greatly vitiated. It will do Of arti- 

co larly in your ſex. By din altidi 

ulm, fortune and ſhow, a Kemal 


ſhall ſometimes 3 * 


w SE R M ON m. 
with the women: but to the men an 1 
mazon never fails to be forbidding. Al 1 i 
none of you, my fair hearers, in dang 
of roughenin ginto this un gracious figureſ 4 3 
How readily it is aſſumed, in thoſe cen 
where the ignorance of youth co-operat 1 
with the magick of faſhion, many of ya : 
perhaps will not ſuſj pect. * 
Men, I preſume, are, in general, beta 
judge s than women, of the deportme 3 
of women. Whatever affects them fre 7 


You ſide e eh) i into a certain caſt ' 
manners; you perceive not the gradi = 
tions; you do nat ſee yourſelves : at a proj 
per diſtance. If the effect produced be of 
the whole difagrecable. N love will na 
be the firſt to diſcover it. Men, it is tru 
are often dazzled by youth, Vivacity ani 
beauty: but yet at times they will. lodf 
at you with a cooler eye, and a cloſerir 
ſpection, than you apprehend ; at leak 
when they have opportunities of Fein 
you in private, company. o Hes 131 
In ſplendid croy ds. all is diſſipated, b 
cauſe, all. is gariſh., .Fhe-rqulgphcity # 
ohjects —— and diftratts : : nothing | 
felt or r thought of, in the way of cithe 


— 


3 SE R M 0 N an. 
< *7 refledtion, or ſerious paſſion. How 


A > 
4 he ſcenes ! ! Bande me, they are 

* 8 

ur the places where the heart! is moſt ape 


de touched. 1 5 
it any rate, 8 0 majeſty of che Cy is | 
to ſuffer by being ſeen too frequent- 
ſand too familiarly. | Diſcreet reſerve 
woman, like the diſtance kept by 
al perſonages, contributes to maintain 
MW oroper reverence.' Moſt of our plea- 
$ are prized in proportion to the diffi- 
ty with Which they are obtained. The | 
t of be auty may be Juſtly reckoned in 
t number. "Nothin g can be mere im- 
rel in young” ladies, than to make it 
e ap,. « So long, (ſays a livelyauthor); 
Ws they govern themſelves by the exact 
er ils of prudence and modeſty, their 
Oiiſtreo is like the meridian ſun in mY 
| cartels, well, thou gh leſs approach 
FLY le: d counted more glorious :; bur 
Hen: they decline from thoſe; they are 
eue hat ſail in a Cloud, which; though 
eber gazed on, is not half ſobight.“ “ 
en dne worſt "Sf are ſtruek by the 
creignty of female worth undmbitibus 


3 But if” a young: Perſn 
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(ſuppoſing her diſpoſition in otherreſpd je 1 


ever ſo good) vill be always brealf 


virtue, or (Which, to a woman, is in cl 


nearly the ſame) her reputation, ſlioi 


be loſt, what: will it. avail the poor wa 


looſe through each domeſtick ineloſu 1 * 
and ranging at large the wide common 
the world, thoſe deſtroyers will ſee: he 
a very different point of light. They vii 
conſider her as law ful game to be Wo \ 

down without heſitation. | And if 7 


2 


derer, to plead that ſhe meant only a li = 


Duin amuſement, and never «org 
of ſtraying into ORs e may 


vice? 


With ON to wp 3 af be be 


. ter ſort of men, I Vill tell yon a ſec 


If, in the flutter of too publick alife, yi 


ſhould at any time ſo far forget you 


ſelves, as to drop that nice detorum 
appearance and manner, Mhich is expe 
ed from your ſex,” particularly From | 
younger part of it, they will be;teanpit 


to harbour ſuſpicions which, I. dare 1 
name. ; thatis, many of them-will,.."l 


reſt, 8 who. know,yonbetter, or Have. md 
har! wil Be hurt to think, you hon 
pale W £5 ta ategre 5 of;.cenſu! 


e 
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1 oy in reality you do not deſerve. Vet 
e of them hardly will be kind e- 
5 to offer you a friendly hint of what 
ach concerns you; not even where 
ö t pight be done with the moſt perfect 
Whpricty. Their general inclination to 
0 151 d- nature, their love of amuſement in 
urn, and their finding i it moſt readi- 
the ſociety of your ſex, will N 
4 n to laugh with you very freely. In- 
| * will lead on to a kind of attach- 
They will often entertain ou 
wa little gallantry ; ſometimes per- 
at an expence which they can ill 
d. ma word, they will be mightily 
\ boil we 00 'you=—as the companions of 
ci Companions for life, if they 
17 think of fach, they will look out 
ye ewhere. They will then make the 
Mary diſcrimination; I mean, if they 
ile and honeſt enough to marry from 
nee. bey will then try if they can 
npiſ woman welt-bred and ſober- minded 

e func time, of a cheerful temper 
iD Fedate'rartiers Women, of whom 
md My me tat ey will love home, 
outta t their hülbands, attentive 
ch Findilles, reaſonable their wiſhes, 
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moderate in their expences, and not al 1 a 
dicted to eternal ſhow, Having fou 
them, whether with or without on 
(that will never be their prime conlider : 
tion), they will endeavour to gain the 
by LAT ſort of ſtyle and behavial 
than they uſed towards you. Far oth 
3 far other emotions, will tua 
poſſeſs them. In ſhort, their hearts 
be then engaged; and if they ſhould i 
happy enough to obtain the much-wiſkd : \ 
for objects, then, with a joy unfelt bet 
they will farm the tendereft of all cal 
nections; leaving you here they fou 
vou, nie removed as ever from ij 
trueſt pleaſures, and the faireſt proſpe 
that humanity knows; the pleaſures wh 
are enjoyed at home, _—_ the proſe 
| _ which wand fe 
But many of you, Lear, wil Fanilel 
all this, truſting to the flatterer Beau 
that, whenever yon ſliall pleaſe, 
cannot fail to fix your men; and hy 
the. gaiety of your ſpirits, yon conti 
to exhibit that beauty as uſual, and 
dance along through. the giddy, mn 
Nov 0 inſt, at preſent, how. precan 
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1 er has always proved; I muſt remind 
. that a fate hackneyed in the publick 
; pas ſtriking ſoever when firſt ſeen, 
o. handſome ſoever it may yet re- 
, loſes much of its power to pleaſe. 
ry new ee takes ſomething 
r its charms; and for one inſtance 
4 ren this kind of exhibition ſucceeds, 
| many might be named in which 
4 Ws women once extolled, and run after 
Wy wherey have ved to weld the ue 
Wl /unpraiſed; neglected, forlorn! 
, thoſe large promiſcuous circles arc 
Ou 4 the ſcenes where the heart is com- 
ly ntereſted. Virtuous love, like 
;devotion; flies from noiſe, ſeeks re- 
ty and delights to indulge itſelf, un- 
ved by: All but the object of its ve- 
tion. That reſpectful modeſty, which 
eee re of the man; is main- 
db and exalted by nothing; ſo much as 
——— baflifulnefs on the Woman's 
d ut this laſt, u hich properly ſpeak- 
ue flower of female chaſtity. is of 
= (G:dHlicate and tender, AWA 
weben places the lealt equent- 
, * prey When; inſtoad ef bein ing. 
art fheriled- cas i 
OL, 1. „ 
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= one diverſion, to another; but by living 
mong the beſt bred people, by cultivati 


mind. 
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heedleſsly expoſed to the wanton gan 
of every wandering eye, to the cruel han 1 
| of every rude, or of every fy invade 


Can any intertamment, or any admin 
tion, the publick has power to offer, con 


penſate the loſs of this enchanting qualiiſſ; 
Say not that it is mcompatible with p 7 
ineneks or with aftabity. We bac 
it accompanied with the ſweeteſt. _—_ Y 


and with the molt perfect politeneſs. I 


pend upon it, that the beſt breeding is 1 _ 


learnt by rambling from one aſſembly, a 


a fund of goodneſs in the heart, and p- 
leſling the e e of: a welt edu 


After whit you have inten I hope] 
will not imagine, that the Baſlifulncl 
plead for tends to obſtruct any one vit 
which it becomes a wiſe and worthy. v 
man to entertain. Some men, I cork 
may be flattered by forward advances 
thoſe of your ſex, whom the ingenil 
Mr Richardſon uſed to term Seekers. | 
is there not reaſon to apprehend, that v. 
they come to reflect coolly, their cſi 
vil not be lating) * * the Wunde 7 


— 


S 
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it is not natural? There are other men, 
is but fair to tell you, who will appear 
ighted with this kind of courtſhip, pre- 
id the higheſt re gard, pay you a world 
© compliments by which they mean no- 
55 and ſwear to the firſt worthleſs 

mparion they meet, that you have a 
ſign upon them. Can you bear the 


f Wks of expoſing yourſelves to ſuch 


imputation! Ho mortifying, onthoſe 
alions, to hear a girl ſeriouſly boaſt of 
imaginary conqueſts! How weak in 
) to fancy that every man who flatters 
not to ſay every man who treats her 
th the attention · td which, your a Are 
led: „18 A lover! FORT TR 15 
ſpeak not of thoſe more Bete v 7 te. 
les, Whbſe peace of mind has been cruel- 
ſported with by a ſpecies of poltrons, 
 diſprace-of their ſex, the reverſe of 
that is brave or humane; whoſe buſi- 
Sand boaſt it is, to inveigle the affec· 
8 of 'Virtnous women by! endleſs obſe- 
biſheſs; and ſolemn profeſſions, that 
te imply every | thing juſt and kind, 
they have undone the credulous fair 
s, whom tliey then barbarouſly conſign 
— and wo: or elſe, finding that 
H 2 
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- rp 


ſpirit or probity to agree, they poorly : M 
baſely relinquiſh them, after having ſtol 
their hearts. Happy creatures! to be ln 


—. > — ——_ — — — 
—————— PEE OA OY I I tes ae 


If your honeſt pride be hurt at firſt, 2 
ed on ſuch a ſubject. 


A rage for amuſeme t and admiration | 


can adornthem, the Shamefacedneſs I ha 


- better, but who = always neglected! 


vanced in 1125 would, from their ſuj 


they have gone too far in the purſuit ll 
thoſe who will not yield but on honouiil 


7. wa 
22 FONTS 
5 


able terms, to which they have not . 


relinquiſhed, though not happy to be 
inveigled! What an eſcape have ye ma 
from wretches that never deſerved 1 «on 


cannot Fail of being, that very pride vi | 
ſoon inſpire vou with a generous coli 
tempt; the only ſenſation fit to be ret 


To return to thoſ * your, Ft wholi 
robbed of one of he fineſt ornaments tif 
been endeavouring to inculcate. Aft 
having ſaid ſo much to ſhew how big 


they are to blame; what ſhall I ſay 
thoſe, , whoſe duty. it is to adviſe the 


Surely it might be thought, that ſuch 


their female acquaintance, and ſuch cl 
cially of their female relations as are 


riour vr ſtore o ae emen and, Wa be 
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friendly enough to communicate to 
zoſe ignorant or unexperienced young 
eatures, ſome ſalutary counſel on this 
ga other important articles. I know 
ey will excuſe themſelves, by pleading 
e difficulty of the taſk. Iown it difficult. 
o adviſe well was always ſo ; and ow 
Wo be ſure of adviſing fuccebfally ?- 
Wtherefore never to be attempted ? #4 
ñreſent caſe, Icannot doubt but good 
MWhunſel, offered with e wg and af- 
ion, would often ſucceed. Fi 
t Paul, who held it not e of 
| Apoſtle to enter with the greateſt par- 
larity into the concerns of common 
„ directs Titus to remind the aged wo- 
| n of their duty on this very head. His 
1 var ds are remarkable: Speak thou the 
Af things that become ſound doctrine ; — 
big (among the reſt) that the aged wo- 
ſay men may teach the young women to 


„3 


the e ſober; to love their huſbands, to 


cted Move their children. (What follows?) 
ſuch o be diſereet chaſte, keepers at home.“ 
ch el  prevept indeed points to young Wo- 
are n in the ſtate of wedlock. - But will 
ar ſuſſg ſuppoſe the apoſtle meant to exclude 
FLyain nen yet unmarried from that part of 
H 3 3 
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it, which, on his principles muſt neceſf 
rily be applicable to them? That womi 
who, having families of their own, 
much abroad, and affect to ſhine al 
where but in their proper ſphere, are yl 
culiarly to blame, muſt, 1 think, be: : 
knowledged. But will you thetice inf 
that they who have none are at wy 
ſtroll about perpetually, to prefer eve 
place to home, and neglect the moſt 
ſpectable virtues, the moſt valuable 
compliſhments, for the parade of dr. 
the diſplay of 5 ARE + tricks 
e gt 
is truly ſad to fe 10 many you 
HE. how g themſelves every day 
the markets of Vanity, who, by a pro, 
deportment elſewhere might renderth h 
ſelves agreeable and happy; ; to ſee til 
trifing away the opportunities of do 
both, and ficrificing to a falſe 2 
the ral importance of their fex. 
is no leſs ſurpriſing than ſad, to | 
amongſt women of age and experiend 
few, compar atively ſpeaking, who h 
the conſcience or the humanity to colffÞ® 
Hute to their reformation and welfare. Mi 
Lnagine a. ſet of chaſte 'wiatrons, 4 


„ 
1 
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ay mothers in this metropolis, who 
d and died in ſacred obſcurity, were 
om found from their own houſes, but 
ed their humble glory in ſhining there, 
ticularly in breeding their children to 
* thing prudent and praiſe-worthy ; 
gine them for a little to return to life, 


preſent age. When, amongſt other 
gs, they ſaw the danghters of many 


paid for, rolling their eyes on every 


very childiſh art, to draw the notice 


ou ns men, contending with one another | 


o ſhould be moſt the objects of atten- 


re, catching, with a kind of triumph, 


h tranſient glance, nor ſhowin & the 


a0 the moſt licentious eye, or to be 
n upon by the moſt corrupted breath 
very vile betrayer--I purſue the de- 
ption no farther What would our ve- 
end ble ſpectators think of their poſterity ! 


o at grief would fill their hearts on the 
col aſion! But, how great would be their 
are, dniſhment, = horrour, when inform- 


ns, een hen of thoſe youn g perſons, 


to obſerve unknown the manners of 


tizen, glittering in gorgeous apparel 


through a large aſſembly, ſtudying 


alleſt uneaſineſs even to, be ſtared at 


"WY \ 


„ SERMON IV. ? 
_ whoſe behaviour was ſo unbecomuny, 4 | 
| had not been taught by their mothen 
their grand-mothers, or any other frien 
in the world, one ſolid leſſon of wiſdon 1 
or frugality, of female decorum or Am 2 
able Reſerve! 


dreſs | is to the perſon ; - that, and mudf 
more, is Sobriety in the mind. Sobrietf 
is a ſort of ſpiritual veſture entirely voi 
of ſhow ;- ſubſtantial, home-ſpun, ann 


worn every day, and not unfit for ani 
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On Female Virtue. 


dorn themſelves with Sobriety. 


Fain dreſs you. have often found e 1 
tr emely pleaſing. What fuch 


hardy; 3 calculated to defend againſt th 
injuries of the world, as well as to cov 
the nakedneſs of the ſoul; proper to 


place where a reaſonable being ought | 
appear; perfectly decent, and to a jud 
cious eye extremely beautiful: in a wort 
ſo indiſpenſible and becoming, that. if 
who is without it has been ever deems! 
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1 y the virtuous and 'wiſe, an object of 
1 formity, loathing and wretchedneſs. 
ie every thing elſe of greateſt value, its 
| I orth is beſt known by its loſs. That 
Wi: quality, which like your daily clothe- 
g anſwers ſo many uſeful and neceſſary 
cds, ſhould like that too not ſtrike the 
1 nerallity of beholders, reflects, in my 
pinion, honour on your ſex. It would 
more eſteemed, were it leſs common. 
nad here I muſt complain of thoſe men 
o will allow little or no merit to a wo- 
a for being ſober ; when, if ſhe were 
t, they would condemn her loudly . If 
e vice be ſcandalous, can the virtues Fan 15 
being honourable? 
To argue from an inſtance ſomew hat 
nilar. Becauſe diſobedience to parents is 
matural and vile, does it follow, that 
jal piety deſerves little or no praiſe ! But 
e temptations to this crime are uſually 
onſiderable, frequently none at all; 


au hereas, to indecorum, intemperance and 
ht Neontinence, it is certain many women 
Jude under ſtrong temptations? it is alſo 


rtain, that many have given way to 
Ema it is probable there are but few, 
noſe eee particulars, has 


not been f to very din gerou 5 4 


ſnares: yet the far greater part preſerve: i 
it entire; and fhall we deny them our 


tribute of approbation? Forbid it Ce- 
neroſity and Juſtice! e 1 
The ſpeaking with contempt of what 


is commonly called negative virtue, | 1 | 
often the mere rant of an affected phile- 


ſophy. To make ſome allowance for the 
condition of humanit y, were ſorely 1 mor 
modeſt and candid. Where does he l 

and what is his name, who dares to be con 
6dent; that in any given circumſtance i 


critical trial Ws reſolutioßs would re: 5 0 
main unſhaken? For vice and immorality | 
though there maybe alleviations, ther 


can be no excuſe. But yet, on the othe ; 
| Hand, ſituated as mortals are, a moral of 
inoffenſive conduct is fairly entitled tif 
commendation from mortals. Your 
tuation, my young friends, demand 
much candonr from us, and mighty cal 
tion in you. © 
Theornamient of Sober), ich come 
next to be conſidered,” is by no means 
cheap one. But, though it be purchaſe 
with difficulty, it is loſt with eaſe. I. 
preſerve it, will require the unremitts 
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eerciſe of prudence, vigilance, and ſe- 

ere circumſpection; or, to ſpeak more 

oroperly, theſe are parts of this quality, 

bich, in effect, is of a mixed and compre- 

enſive nature. To deſcribe it at large, 
not my deſign. The attempt would 
ad into a diſcuſſion much too dry and 
Fintereſting. If poſſible, I would engage 
our attention to truth, and your hearts 
goodneſs, in a different way; by fenti- 
ent, perſuaſion, and the native influ- 
ce of: fraternal counſel. Come then, 

£ ay ſiſters, and hearken to a brother, 

While be endeavours to ſhew you, on one 
e, thoſe things which you ought princi- 
Willy to ſhun, in order to the maintaining 
W your Sobriety; and, to point out, on the 
ber, that poſitive diſcipline which muſt 
| >-operate for this purpoſe. At pre ſent : 
e can only undertake the former of theſe 
dints. - But, before we procced to that, 
me deſire you to take notice with what 
opriety the apoſtle's ideas ſeem to riſe 
e above another. He begins with that 
hich is moſt directly obvious, and the 
ry firſt precaution to be obſerved, Mo- 
ty of Apparel. Then he mentions | 
amefacedneſs; which, though ſome- 
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| times leſs apparent, yet, when obſerved 7 


1 
' 
| 
| 
= 
. 
| 
j 
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| cannot fail of recominending itſelf to e. 1 
very eye, and without which, decency of 


| garb is mere affectation. ages + 
| as he has ranked it, appears like a kind a 
finer covering, the virgin vail of Chaſtity, 
to be thrown over all the reſt. But that 

| it may be a vail in the beſt ſenſe, a noh 
vail and no maſk, he ſubjoins Sobriety a 
the more inward habit (ſo to ſpeak) 
u hich muſt ſupport and give value to thei 
whole; or, to drop the metaphor, a 

that mornal and prevailing character, wi 
| which every part of a woman's dreſs * 5 
| demeanourmulteyer be regulated, Nov ll 
li to cultivate this character, it 1s. of deln 7 
il conſequence, / | 
1 In the firſt W a U e 4 
Connections. If that be not done, what 

is there in earth, or in heaven, that ca 
ſave you? Of miraculous interpoſition 
_ think not at preſent... She can have. no 
=. right to expect it, who throws herſc 
into the broad way of tempation. What 
thoſe dan gerous connections are, it ma 
not be always eaſy to explain, hen i 
becomes a queſtion in real life. Unhap⸗ 
pily for vun Women it is a a guſta 


2 


* 
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3 bmetimes of very nice deciſion. caſes 
Foere are, in which nothing can be clearer. 
WT he man that behaves with open rude- 
es, the man that avowedly laughs at 
irtue, the man that impudently pleads 
Hor vice; ſuch a man is to be ſhunned like 
9 | ratkfnake;” In this caſe, The wo- 
man that deliberates is loſt. What! 
Would yon parley with the deſtroyer, when 
Dee gives you warning! Then you are not 
nſnared, you knowingly and wilfully ex- - 
Poſe yourſelves. If you be poiſoned, if you 
Pe loſt; your folly is without excuſe, and 
our deſtruction without alleviation . 
But in this/mariner none will proceed, 
W:xcept wretches alike licentions and im- 
prudent. Of artful men the approaches 
Bill be filent and flow ; all will be ſoft in- 
muation ; or elſe they will put on a blunt 
ace of [oats g good humour, the appear- 
nce of honeſt frankneſs, drawing you to 
very ſcene of diſſipation with a kind of 
bliging violence; ſhould violence of any 


ind be neceſfary. I they be alſo agree- 


ma) ble in their perſons, or lively in their con- 
en i erſation; above all, if they wear the air 
hap! H gentlemen, which, unfortunately for 


aur ſex, is too often the caſe; chen! in 
Yo L. I. 1 
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deed your danger is extreme. Thus fa 4 
the trap is concealed. You apprehend no 
thing; your unſuſpecting hearts begin u 
flide : theyare gone before you are aware 
The men I am {peaking of perceive thai 
advantage the moment it appears. WF 
have ſuppoſed themdeſtitnte of worth. i 
they be alſo unchecked by fear, what ca 7 
preſerve you? A ſenſe of reputation ? i 
dread of ruin Perhaps they may; biff 
perhaps not. They have often, MM 
doubt, come in to prevent the laſt exc 
And, but for ſuch reſtraints, what vo 
become of many a woman who is not un 7 
der that beſt one, religious principle: Th : 
experiment, however, you will own, iſ 
hazardous. Multitudes have en to Y 
and been undone. - 
But do thoſe, who in the er 8 100 
are net undone, eſcape, think: ye, u 
burt; unhurt in their health and ff iti 
in their ſerenity and ſelf-exjoymient, | 
their ſobriety of mind and habits of ſe 
controul? You cannot think it. Ve 
ſeldom at leaſt can you ſuppoſe, tha 
Where there is much ſenfibilſity of temps 
an n l thall not 0 beli 
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in y bünlful breaſt, great diſorder and 
Peep diſquietude. 
But how, you will aſk, is is ſhane to 
e cluded, hidden as it frequently is? Not 
hidden throughout, as to be inviſible, 
4 nleſs you will ſhut your eyes. Is it not 
our buſineſs to inquire into the character 
1 f the man that profeſſes an attachment? 
Pr. is character nothing Is there no 2 
Emial difference between a man of de- 
| "may and honour, or who has all along- 
oi Paſſed for ſuch, and a man who is known 
lh Pleadamirreguler life, or who is ſuſpect- 
n 0 however to be the ſmiling foe. of fe- 
＋ 4 nale virtue May you not learn, if you 
Neale, with whom the perſon in queſtion 
flociates 2 Or is a man's choice of com- 
any nothing? If not reſolved to be blind, 
ſeulli ou may ſurely diſcover whether ſuch a 
_ uferſon proceeds by lttle and little to take 
dit The viſor, and appear what he is, by 
ole / '{entiments, indecent advances, an 
abiguous ſtyle, an alarming aſſuranee, 
fooliſh 2. it and jeſting which is not 
nt. ——1 bluſh for nurnbers 


ol 


2M! 


J 
* fe 


es at theſe things, but by 4 land 
gh, or childiſh titter, or foolſh'ſimper, - 
I 2 
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or ſome other indication of a light mind, 
{how real ſatisfaction, perhaps bigh com- 
placence —_ 

Another thing, no kf abtioninabile, 1 


cannot forbear to mention. How com- 


mon 3s it to ſee young ladies, who pals 


tor women of reputation, admitting into 
their company in publick places, and with 


Viſible tokens of civility and pleaſure, men 
* hom the moment before they ſaw herd- 


ing with creatures of infamous name 
Gracious God, what a defiance to the 


laws of piety, prudence, character, deco- 


rum | What an mfult, 1 in effect, to every 


man and woman of virtue in the world | 
What a palpable encour agement to vice 
and diſhonour! What a deſperate attempt 


to pull down, in appearance, and with 


their own hands, the only partition that 


divides them from the moſt profligate of 


their ſex! Between the bold and the 
abandoned woman there may ſtill remain, 


notwithſtanding ſuch behaviour, adiſtinc- 

tion in the world's eye; but we ſcruple 

notto declare, i A hs EH Purity, deli- 
cacy, make none 201 {4 &3: 

Po return from this diggeſſimz if it be 

one{ we will allow; ĩt poſſible: to put caſes 
NY. — 
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| 3 wherein no particular rules of diſcovery» 5 
5 no determinate modes of jud gment, will 
enable a young woman, by her own un- 
aſſiſted ſkill, to diſcern the dangers that 
ie in her way. But can a young woman 
ve juſtly excuſed, or can ſhe fairly excuſe 
Wherſelf, if, where all is at ſtake, ſhe call 
not in the joint aid of wiſe ſuſpicion, 
friendly counſel, and grave experience, 
together with prayers for God's Li 
Wmore than ordinarily fervent? . 
But, methinks, I hear ſome of you 
aſk, with an air of earneſt curioſity, Do 
Not re formed libertines then make the beſt 
huſbands? I am ſorry for the queſtion; 51 
m doubly ſorry, whenever it is ſtarted 
Dy a Virtuous Woman. I will not wound 
the ear of modeſty by drawing minutely 
the character of a libertine: but give me 
leave to anſwer your inquiry, by aſking; 
in, ¶ queſtion or two in my turn. In the firſt 
c- lace, we will ſuppoſe ſuch a one really 
eformed, ſo far as to treat the woman he 
cli- Hnarries with eſteem and fidelity; and that 
ie gives up for ever his old companions, 
it leaſt as to any choſen iatimacy, or pre- 
aſes erence of their ee to hers. We 5 
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grant it poſſible ; we rejoice when it hap- 
pens. It is certainly the beſt atonement 
that can be made for is former conduct. 
But now let me aſk you, or rather let me 
deſire you to aſk your own hearts, 'with- 
out any regard to the opinions of the 
world, ALES is moſt deſireable on the ſcore 
of cnümem; on the ſcore of that reſpec 
Which you owe to yourſelves, to your 
friends, to your ſex, to order, rectitude 
and Dot ; the pure unexhauſted affec- 
ton of a man who has not, by intempe- 
rance and debauchery, corrupted his prin- 
ciples, impaired his conſtitution, enſlaved 
himſelf to appetite, ſubmitted to ſhare 
with the vileſt arid meaneſt of mankind, 
the Mercenary embraces of harlots, con- 
tribated to embolden | guilt, to harden 
vice, to render the retreat from a life of 
ſcandal and miſery more hopeleſs ; who 
never laid ſnares for beauty, never betray 
ed the innocence that truſted him, nee 
abandoned any fond creature to want and 
_ deſpair, never hurt the reputation of 
; oman, never diſturbed the peace of fi 
4 ies or defic:! the laws of His country 
S0 ſet at nougt ht the Prohibition of bit! 
God; lich, 1 ys is moſt Beli alt \ 
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the affection of ſuch a man, or that of 
him who has probably done all this, who 


has certainly done a great part of it, and 


who has nothing now to offer you, but 
the ſhattered remains of his health, and 
of his heart? How any of you may feel 
on this: ſubject, I- cannot ſay. But if, 


8 judging as a man, I believed, what I hay: & 
often heard, that the generality of wo- 
men would prefer the latter, I know not 
any thing that could fink them fo low i in 


my elteem. , 

That he who has been e a . 
may, after all, prove a very tolerable hu- 
ſband, as the world goes, I have ſaid al- 
ready that I do not diſpute. | But I would _ 


alk, in the next place, is. this commonly 


to. be expected! Is there no danger that 
ſuch a man will be tempted by the power 
of long habit to return to his old ways; 
or that the inſatiable love of variety, 


which he has indulged ſo free! v, will fome 


time or other lead him aftray from the 
fineſt woman inthe world? Will not the 
very idea of a reſtraint, which lie could 
neyer brook while ſingle, make Him. only 


the more impatient of, It when. me "ried? 
Will he have the better opinion, of us 


wife's virtue, that he has converſed chief- 
ly with women who had none, and with 


men amongſt whom it was a favourite 
 Hſtem, that the ſex are all alike! But 
it is a painful topick. Let the women 


who are ſo connected make the beſt of 
their condition; andlet us go on to ume 


thing elſe. If you, my honoured hearers, 
would preſerve your ſobriety, N I would 


warn you, 

In the ſecond place, againſt a Diſſipa- 
ted Life; into which many, whol verily 
believe, have no ill intentions, are un- 


happily drawn, by one engagement or 


another. Vouth, ſprightlineſs, the love 


of ſociety, the love of ſhining, (the laſt 
particularly ſtrong in minds where imagi- 
nation predominates), joined with a taſte 


for amuſement, which the circumſcribed 


ſituation of the bn ſeryes perhaps only to 
increaſe---all theſe put together lead them 
very readily into ſuch a tract; moſt eſpeci- 
ally if their education has wi in that line, 
or if their connections, whether natural 
| or accidental, haye concurred to ſtrength- 
en the bias. But how innocent ſoever it 


way be! in the firſt inſtance, who ors not 


4 
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know, that in its after-conſequences i It is 
often, to the laſt degree, hurtful? 
Does it not manifeſtly breed an impa- 
tience of home, and ſuch a propenſity to 
ſhow, as, rather than not be gratified, 


court the moſt improper company? Does 


ſion? Docs it not unavoidably cherith the 
& paſſion for idleneſs and ſauntering, ſo in- 


and improving ? Not to ſpeak now of the 
= prejudice done by it to the health and con- 
ſtitution; is ſuch a temper, and ſuch a con- 
duct, agreeable to the great rules of mo- 
Cray? Will that mind be acquainted, 


Will ſelf- government be her ſtudy, who 
flies from ſelf- inſpection? Can Religion 


no fs 


preſſion on a ſpirit, that, by perpetual agi- 


What imaginable folly is there that may 
not find its way into a heart, like the gar- 


den of the ſlug ;gard, thrown open to eve- 
ry incurſion? If your mornings be ſpent 
reſſing, your evenings . 
in "Viſtts and Cards, or Faber eitel 5 


in rambling” and 


ſhall balk the moſt important duties, and 


It not tend directly to expence and profu- 


conſiſtent with every thing ſolid, uſeful, , 


with wiſdom, which is averſe to thought? 


or Virtue hope to make any laſting; im- 


tation, 18 wrought up into mere froth 2 


5 
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ments; if this be the general tenour of 
your tranſactions, on which ſide, I beſeech 


you, can the balance be e to lie 


at the bottom of the account? 

But that perhaps is not your « care. 
©. What have the young and the gay to 
do, but to divert themſelves?” Indeed 
Were you ſent then into this world for no 


other purpoſe ? Do you deſign to apply 


to nothing ſerious? Ves, certainly, 
; © when we are ſettled and have families.” 

But pray, tell me: To act your parts pro- 
perly then, is there no preparation neceſ- 
fary now? Is roving about continually, 
the way to grow either fond of domeſtick 


employments, or fit for them? Will ne- 


glecting the leſſer affairs committed to you 
at preſent, diſpoſe or qualify you for a 
: Jarger ſphere of activity hereafter? 


But have we not often ſeen young wo- 
men, that were thoughtleſs and profuſe, 
turn out very prudent and ceconamical 


wives! s We haue; and what then? Would 
you build a 65 ſtem of action on events fo 
precarious and anlikely. ? Becauſe, b by the 
force of : gemus, or a fekeity of circum- 

ances, boys WhO were good | for little or 


Ne 


Wen g at hoo), have not e 
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ly, in procels of time, ſhot up into men 
of ability or ſpirit, would you thence in- 


early years! 

But, is ĩt certain, after all, that you are, 
to change your ſtate, as well as your cha- 
rater! Will the train of. life we are con- 
ſidering recommend you much to young 


on this ſabject. Shall I tell you their opi- 


dread a woman of expence. I ſay not, 


ry violent lovers, or very great fools, will 
not overlook it. Our ſex of late years, 
have been by many thou ght more back 
ward than formerly to enter into the holy 
bands of wedlock ; and what 1 hint at 
has been aſſigned as a principal cauſe. 

It is too common, I confeſs, to hear 
thoſe who have, been addicted to va grant 
pleaſures, and vain profuſion, plead the 
ſmallneſs of their fortunes as an excuſe for 


themſelves with women of ſobriety and 


fer that ow may 3 trifle away their 


men? I have converſed with many of them 
nions? Some, I find, would like a ſpright- 
ly companion in marriage, but none a diſ- 


ſipated one; and all of them, to a man, 


that it is right, in this caſe, to count the 
coſt too nicely; but men that are not ve- 


not marrying; when, if they connected 


* 
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_ bGiſcretion, it is perhaps demonſtrable that 
they \ would live cheaper. But what, ſay 
they, if, hoping to find a help meet, ve 
ſhould wed our ruin? I anſwer them, 
Chooſe the better. Shall I give you their 
reply ? © The ladies of the preſent age 
are. fo: immoderately ene — Tou 
may gueſs the reſt. or e ee 
But it is not only ſuch men thay Peak 
this language. There are thoſe of a dif- 
ferent character not a few, who, ſtrongly 
attached to the worthier part of the ſex, 
b with for nothing ſo much as an honourable 
; connection with them, but are reſtrained 
uy the very conſideration in/queſtion. We 
would willingly convinee them, that they 
carry it too far. They appeal to facts, Wl" 
and perſiſt in the argument. We are s 
weary of the diſpute. It is inconceivable 
what frivolous. articles of parade are in- 
ſiſted on by ſome women, of whom bet⸗- 
ter things might be expected . But rival 
ſlüp in ſhow is the ruling ere of the 
times; and how: much is it nouriſhed by 
diſſipation! n 8414112 e 
1 cannot leave: this peint without MY 
ſerving 85 that one of the worſt conſe quences 
at tending ſuch a courſe is its throwing 
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1 many young ladies into the company of 
= women, who, with the general reputation 
of virtue, or under the particular ſhelter 
of matrimony, are often the very quint- 


eſſence of vice; a ſet of ſmooth pernicious 
tempters, like Satan to Eve, winding 
BS themſelves by flattery into the hearts of 
thoſe her heedleſs daughters, deſcanting 
Jon their beauty, perfections, proſpects, 
and I know not what ; firſt exciting, and, 
then n gratifying their yovrthful curioſity, 
vith ſuch ſuggeſtions, and ſuch tales, as 
ſet their fancies all on fire; by which any 
little ſtructure of modeſty, that Nature 
and education may have raiſed, is con- 
ſumed in a moment. Which contribute 
moſt to their fall from innocence, thoſe 
che- ſerpents, or the male ones mentioned 
7 . I will not determine; but remem- =» | 
Per, ' have warned you againſt both. 

i Pirnaigi me farther, on this occaſion, 
Wult to remind you of poor Dina. Secure 
: as you may think" yourſelves, none of 
Pou, 1 ſuppoſe, have been trained more 

: Pirtuouſſy than it 1s probable he Was, 
nder the eye of a pious father. But, 
Alas! the ſpirit of wandering ſeized her. 
she went forth to ſee the daughters of 
Vor. I. | K | 88 


ſire views of men and manners, writes to 


tro KLR MON N. 
e the land. She met a Betrayer, and 
loſt her honour. But L proceed, 

In the third place; To caution you a- 
gainſt that fatal poiſon to virtue, which 
is conveyed by Og ma ng 
; per Books, 

When entertainment. is ts the Ve- 
hicle of inſtruction, nothing ſurely can be 
more harmleſs, agreeable, or uſeful. To 
prohibit young minds: the ane of any 
writings where Wiſdom addreſſes the af- 
fections in the language of the imagina- BW 
tion, may be ſometimes well meant, but 
muſt be always injudicious. Some ſuch 
writings undoubtedly there are; the ofi- 


ſpring of (real - genius; enlightened by WW; 
knowledge of the world, and prompted, WW { 

it is to be hoped, by zeal for Marge F 
3 dh of youth. 0 4 7 

| Happy indeed beanie vulg aariſtory ti 


telling oibe/a and highly to be praiſed, 1s 
he, who, to fine ſenſibilities and a liv ch 
faney ſuperadding elear and comprchen. 


"the heart with ſimplicity and chaſtencls 
through a ſeries of adventures well co 

Aucted, and relating chiefly to ſcencs Mm 
ordinary life; Where the ſoliq Joys of wil 


tne, and her ſacred-ſorrows, are ſtrongly 
contraſted with the holloumeſs and the 
Horrours'of vice; where, by little unex- 


= pected, yet natturaliincidents of the ten- 


der and domeſtick kind; ſo peculiarly fit- 
ted to touch the ſoul, the moſt important 
leſſons are impreſſed, and the moſt gene- 
rous ſentiments awakened; where, to ſay 
no more, diſtreſs: occaſioned often by in- 
difcretions,  confiltent with many degrees 
of worth; yet clouding it fur the time, 
is worked up into a ſtorm, ſuchꝭas to call 


forth the principles of fortitude and wiſ⸗ 


dom; conßr ming and brightening them 


5 by that exortion; til at length che burſt- 


is totally, or n a great mea- 


ſure. diſpelled, ſo that the hitherto, fiiſ- 


and agitated reader is either re- | 


I leved entirely, and delighted even to 


aſporty or has left upon his mind, at 


the concluſion, a mixture of virtuous ſad- 
ness, which: ſerves to faſten the moral 


deeper, and to produce an unuſual 0 | 
briety in all his paſſions. 


Amongſt the femworks of. this kind 


b A which Tie ſeen; 1 cannot but look. on 
| thoſe! of Mr Richardſon as well entitled 


to the. = rank; an author, of hom an 
K 2 
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indiſputable judge has, with equal truth 
and energy, pronounced, that he taught 
e Palſiors, to move at the command 
of reafonz??- will venture to add, an 
author, to e your ſex are under ſin- 
gular obligations for his uncommon at- 
tention to their beſt intereſts; but parti- 
eularly for preſenting, in a character ſuſ- 
tained throughout with inexpreſſible pa- 
thos and delicacy, the moſt exalted ſtand- 
ard of female excellence that was ever 
held up to their imitation. . I would be 
underſtood to except that part of Clariſſa's 
conduct, which the author tneant to ex- 
hübit as ; exceptionable. . Setting this aſide, 
we find in her character a beauty, a leer, 
neſs, an artfulneſs - hat ſhall I ay more 
— ſeinctity of ſentiment and manner, 
which, 1 own, for my part, I have never 


ſeen equalled 1 In any book of that ſort ; 


yet ſuch; at the ſame time, as appears no 
way impracticable for any; woman Who Is 
ambitious of excelling. 


Beſide the beautiful productions of hat 


incomparable pen, there ſeem o me to 


be very few, in the ſtyle of Novel, that 
you can read with ſafety, and yet fewer 


that d& ou can read with advantage. ==W hat 


5 
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ſhall we ſay of certain books, which. we 
are aſſured (for we have not read them) 
are in their nature ſo ſhameful, in their 
% tendency ſo peſtiferous, and contain ſuch 
rank treaſon againſt the royalty of vir- 
tue, ſuch. horrible violation of all deco- 
rum, that ſhe who can bear to peruſe 
them muſt ; in her ſoul be a proſtitute, let 
her reputation in life be what it will. But 
can it be true ſay, ye chaſte ſtars, that 
vith innumerable eyes inſpect the mid- 
night behaviour of mortals---can it be 
N true, that any young woman, pretendin g 155 
to decency, ſhould endure for a moment 
to look on this infernal brood of futility 
" Wh and lewdneſs ? | 
HE Nor do we condemn thets. writings 
only, that, with an effrontery which de- 
bes the laws of God and men, carry on 
"Bl their very forehead the mark of the beaſt. 
1% We Na der the general run of Novels as 
utterly unfit for you. Inſtruction they 
[convey none. They paint ſcenes of plea- 
ſure and paſſion altogether 1 improper f for 
Pou to behald, even with the. mind's cy. 
Y Their deſcriptions are often Toe fe and la- 
ſeious i ma high degree; their repre relen- 3 
tations of love between the ſexes” are a . 
. 
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molt univerſally overſtrained. All is do- 
tage or deſpair; or elſe ranting ſwelled 
into burleſque. In ſhort, the Majority of 
their lovers are ow mere laraticks, or 
mock-heroes. A ſweet ſenſibility, 
charming tenderneſs, a delightful angaſh, 
exhalted generoſity 0 heroick worth, and 
refinement, of thought ; how Adern are 
theſe beſt in gredients of virtuous love 
| mixed with any Judgment or care in the 
comp olition of their principal characters 
. che old Romance the paſſion appear- 
ed with all i its enthuſiaſm.” But then it was 


3 N 4 
* 
8 28 
. 


3 

the enthufialin of honour; for love and ho- 1 
nour were there the ſame. The men were Ml « 

4 ſincere, magnarimous and noble; the 
women were patterns © of chaſtity, dipnit 3 

_ and affection. They were only to be won N f 
by real heroes; ; and this title was founded fi 
in pr otecting, not in betraying, the ſex. 3 
The proper merit with them eonſiſted in p 
che diſplay of diſintereſted goodneſs, um d 
- daynted fortitude and unalterable fidelity fi 
The, turn of thoſe books as influenced cc 


by the genius of the times 11 which the) fa 


were compoſed ; - as that, An the oth to 
| 1 wnnhy Was. nouriſhed by then The cha. 1 
1 racters they dre: * were, no dont, oft do 


2 
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heightened beyond nature; ; and the inci- 
they related, it is certain, were 
commonly blended with tlie m6ſt ridieu- 
lous extravagance. At preſent, however, 
believe, they may be read with perfect 
ſafety, if indeed there be any who chooſe 
to look into them. e IDES, - 
The times in Which we live are in no 
| Ab ger of adoptin ga ſyſtem of romantick 
virtue The parents of the preſent gene- 
ration, what with ſelling their ſons and 
daughters in marriage , and what' with 
teaching them, by every poſſible means, 
the glorious. principles of  avarice, have 
contrived, pretty : effectually, to bring 
down from its former flights, that idle, 
youthful, unprofitable paffi on, which has 
for its object perſonal attractions, in pre- 
ference, to all the wealth of the world. 
With the ſucceſsful endeavours of thoſe 
profoundly. politick Parents, the levity of 
diſſipation, the vanity of parade, andthe 
fury of Feine Now ſo prevalent; have 
e to cure cor empletly, y, in the 
balionable of both ſexes, e 
to mutual fondneſs Ss ices A 8111. 400 
What has a modiſh young "hors to 
do with thoſe antiquated notions of Land 
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116 SERMON VV. 
lantry, that were connected, with venera- 
tion for female excellence, invincible hc- 
nour and unſpotted fame? Is it not 
enough for him, if he intend to ſtrike the 
matrimonial bargain, that by bimſelf, or 
an old cunning father, he can drive a 
good one, to get poſſeſſion of ſome wo- 
men, whoſe fortune joined to his own, 
if any he have, ſhall enable him to ghtter 
in publick, "ey m private to 8 other 
favourite inclinations more freely? Pro- 
vided theſe grand points are gained, in the 
perſon he thus trafficks for to be the part- 
ner of his life, what ſignifies her appear- 
ance, her underſtanding, or her charac- 
ter? And thoſe Fine Ladies who ſeek con- 
queſt only for ſhow, too well inſtructed in 
the ſuperiour conſequence of that to put 
any value on ſo ſimple a thing as a Heart, 
merely for its own ſake ; what elſe have 
they to mind, but ſecuring, by whatever 
arts, ſuch ſettlements as ſhall place them, 
when married, on a level with their com- 
panions, or if poſſible ; aboye them, in the 
all-important articles of gaiety and {plen- 


dour ? As to mens hazarding any t thing in 


the defence of girls who may take it into 
their beats to think of ee deli- 


* 


SERMON VV. $17. 
cacy, ſentiment, and other ſuch exploded 
ideas; what can be ſo fooliſh?---althongh 
to hazard their lives in a drunken quarrel 
for a proſtitute might perhaps be brave! 
That in ſo polite an age the elevations 
of love, the ſanctity of truth, and the 
majeſty of virtue; ſhould paſs for kmght- 
errantry, cannot-be ſurpriſmg; nor is it 
any wonder, that the very beſt things, in 
che productions laſt mentioned, ſhould: be 
no way intereſting to a modem; reader, 
Whoſe taſte, and manners are formed on 
5 ſtandards far different. Some however % 
may not be diſpleaſed to hear the opinion 
of no leſs a judge than Milton concerning 
them. It ſeems they were one of his 
early ſtudies, and that on a moral account. 
As his words to this purpoſe are remark- 
able, and not much known, I ſhall take 
e liberty to quote part of them. 1 
betock me among thoſe lofty fables 
and romances, which recount, in ſo- 
lemn cantos, the deeds of knighthood 
founded by our victorious kings, and 
% from hence had in renown over all 
« Chriſtendem. There I read it in the 
6 bath of every Knight, that the: ſhould- 
« ebend to the expence of his blood, on 


T neſs of any attempted. chaſtity. 


c of his life, if it ſo befell him, the ho- 
c nour and chaſtity of virgin or matron. 


From whence even then I learnt what 
« a noble virtue chaſtity ſare muſt be, to 


<« #the defence of which ſo many worthies, 


% by ſuch. a dear adventure of themſelves, 
© had ſworn. And if I found in the 


e ftory afterwards any of them, by word 


& or deed, breaking that oath, 1 Judged 
cc it the! 5 05 fault of the Poet, 'as that 


cc which i 18 attributed to Homer, to have 


64 written undecent thin g of the gods. 


Only this my mind gave me, that every 


ve Free and. gentle Piri irie, Without that 
4 oath, ought ae ace nor 


„ or the 


: * 


£6 lay ying of a Kort Was 1 5 ſboulder, 
4 to ſtir him up; both by his counſel and 


64 his arm, 10 ſecure and protect the weak- 
1121 


To come back to the ſpecies of writing 
which ſo many young women are apt to 


doat upon, the offspring of our preſent 


Noveliiis, I mean the greater part; with 


whom we may join the common Perd of 
Play- writers. Beſide the remarks already 
made; on the former, is it not munifeſt 
with reſpect to both, that ſuch books lead 
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to a falſe taſte of life and happineſs; that 


they repreſent vices as frailties, and frail- 


ties as virtues; that they engender notions 
of love noſocakebly perverting and in- 
flammatory; ; that they overlook, ina great 
meaſure, the fineſt part of he paſſion, 
which one would ſuſpect the autlior s had 
never experienced; that they turn it moſt 
commonly into an affair of w icked or of 
friyolous gallantry ; that, on many occa- 


lions, they take off from the worſt cr imes . 
committed in the proſecution of it, the 


horrour which ought ever to follow them; 
on ſome occaſions actually reward thoſe 


very crimes, and almoſt on all leave the 


female reader. with this perſuaſion at beſt, 
that it is their buſineſs to get huſbands at 


any rate, and by whatever means? Add 


to the account, that repentance for the 
fouleſt | injuries which. can be done the ſex, 
is generally. repreſented. as the pang, or 
rather the ſtart, of a moment; and holy 


wedlock converted into ſponge , to wipe 


out at a ſingle ſtr oke every, ſtain of guilt 


and dihotour, which i it was poſſible for 
the hero of ph piece to contract.-- -=—-Ts 
this a kind of reading calculated to ini- 
prove the principles, or preſerve the So- 
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briety, of female minds? How much are 
thoſe young women to be pitied, that 
have no wile parents or faithful tutors to 
direct them in relation to the books which 

are, or which are not, fit for them to 
read! How much are thoſe parents and 
tutors to be commended, who, with par- 
ticular ſolicitude, watch over them in ſo 
important a concern! 

I conclude with ſaying, that the "Th 
ject of this diſcourſe has unavoidably 
ſuggeſted : ſome ideas, which, had we not 
undertaken to 'addreſs young women at 
large, we ſhould have eortat y ſuppreſſed 5 
for the ſake of more de natures, 
whom we would not willingly pain, no, MW : 
not for a moment. But ſuch, we hope, 
will be candid enough to eule us, if, 
by throwing out to others what to them 
would have been unneceſſury, we may i 
be happily inſtrumental in reſcuing, were WM -« 
it but one of their ſex, from the ſlavery Ml * 
of vice, or NE a e innocent 0 

Hom) its rares: 9 DE NTE 2 


? 
| 
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ever might. deßle them. This is true in 
a moral, no leſs chan in a natural ſenſe. 


cautious, 40 eſcape the pollutions of the 


and luſtre of your minds and 1 manners, or 


negative part already explained. 
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1 Tun. it. g, 55 1 will--that 2 WOrnen a- 
dorn themſelves with Sobriety. 


C dl. . 4 1 your Speech be 5 og 


with Grace, JANES with 1 


11 E that auld keep x 60h gement 
clean, muſt be careful to avoid hat- 


But as there are parts of your apparel, 
which, without having received any fouler 


ſtain, do yet require frequent Walling; 


in like manner, ſuppoſing you ever ſo 


575 world,” 8 ' there i is yet an actual purifi- 
cation requiſite 1 to preſerve the whiteneſs 


that Chriſtian Sobriety enjoined by our 


apoſile In other words, there is a poſitive 


ict: pline to be practiſed, as well as the 
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37 SERMON 25 
Be not alarmed at the name of Diſci- 
pline. In what we are going to propoſe 
you will find nothing forbidding or harſh. 
We do not, you may believe, wiſh to ſee 
you cut off from the friendly intercourſe 
and innocent delights of ſociety, confined 
to convents, as in of your ſex moſt 
unnaturally are in popiſh countries; and 
there condemned to the idle, yet fatiguing 
talk of a devotion, unreaſonable in many 
reſpects, unintereſting | in moſt, feeble for 
want of temptation, viſionary and dry at 
the ſame time. The genuine intentich of 
-Piety was certainly to make its diſciples 
amiable, uſeful and happy; to give ſoli- f 
dit y to every virtue, and grace to every if 
relation of human life Is it poſſible to 65 
refiect on the prodigious multitudes of vo- a 
men ſhut up in thoſe dens of ſuperſtition, Ras 
uithout feeling horrour at a ſyſtem which, ta 
under the guiſe of ſuperiour ſanctity, ſa- ii 
crifices to hopeleſs ſolitude, frequently im 
all the flower of youth and beauty, ſuch ge 
ſwarms of helpleſs beings; who, bad Man, 
they remained in the world, might have Wwe 
been the ornament of their own ſex, the in c 
delight of ours, the mothers of -a hume- wih 


, 
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rous race, and bleſings to every: hunter. 
here they d well!? by 

Of the colours with which this 8 
practice is diſguiſed by the church of 
= Rome, we are not ignorant: and we can 
even conceive, that the pre poſſeſſions of 
. art, and the ſoftenings of habit; their 
= commerce with one another, their em- 
ployments in their priſon, and often, I 
E doubt not, the artour of a well- meaning, 
E though much miſtaken zeal; that all 
ſcheſe may have the power to reconcile ma- 
ny of them to a ſtate, otherwiſe gloomy 
beyond expreſſion. But what ſhall be ſaid: 
for the ſituation of he reſt; and what can 
| Juſtify the- Bagrant oppoſition of ſuch- a 
| iyſtera to the iacred laws of ſocial duty, 
-auch the truly benevolent, joyful and 
_ altive, ſpit of the religion of Jeſus,” as. 

tau ght . wee ye Fabel an 

m c 41 ? 
But toggeeed in or FOR Fr rom FR 
gerous connections, from a diſſipated life, 
and from books of a corrupting tendency, 
we attempted co pan Fou upon your guard 
in our laſt diſcourſe. n the preſent, we. 
Will endeaVont- t Point ou that Society 
Ty Lonyerſation, and in ſome following 
L 2 8 1585 
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ones, thoſe Talents or Wem 
which will contribute, at once, to fortify 
vou againſt ſuch ſnares, if they ſhould fall 
in your way; to fubdue any propenſities 
that might expoſe you too rafhly to their 
influence; to ſtrengthen all your virtuous 
reſolves; and to ſupply inexhauſted ſour- 
ces of fold, rational and refined enter- 
tainment. 

As to the Comverſativn' Which you 


onght with theſe views to Meet it t may 


be proper, 

Firſt of al, To ay Warebat on thok 
Early Friendſhips with one another, that 
uſually lead you-to the moſt intimate com- 
munications. I take it for granted, there 
is no young woman who has not, or 
ö wiſhes not to have, a companion of her 
own ſex, to whom ſhe may unboſom her- 
ſelf on every oecaſion. That there are 
women capable of friendſhip with women, 
Df cannot, for my part, queſtion in the 
leaſt. I have ſeen indubitable proofs of 
it, and thoſe carried as far as ſeemed 
compatible with the imperfections of our 
common nature. I know it is queſtioned, 
by many men; while others believe, that 
it happens exceodin ood ſeldom. Between 


0 
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married and unmarried women, I hope, it 
happens very often. Whether it does ſo 
between thoſe that are ſingle, I confeſs 
myſelf a little doubtful. The preacher 
vill be probably charged with partiality 
to his own: ſex, when he adds, that, ſo 
far as he has been able to obſerve, young; 
men have appeared more frequently ſuſ- 
ceptible of a generous and ſteady friend- 
{hip for each other, than females, as yet- 
unconnected ; eſpecially, if the latter have 
had, or been ſuppoſed to have, pretenſions 
tio beauty, not yet adjuſted by the public. 
S Having profeſſed himſelf, however, 
what (as often as truth will permit him) 
he really is, an adyocate for the ſex, and 
this being the feature, in their character, 
r which ſeems to him the moſt e eee 
able, he is willing to find out whether in 
their frame and condition compared with 
thoſe of the men, there Ve any circum- 
ſtances which may help towards an apo- 
logy; and he Nn in the following: man- 
ner: | 

The Rate of matrimony is cela to 
the ſupport, order and comfort of ſocietyq 
But it is a ſtate that ſubjects the women 
to a great var] ny of ſoheitude and . 

. 
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Nothing could carry them through 1 it with | 


any tolerable ſatisfaction or ſpirit; but very 
ſtrong and almoſt unconquerable attach- 


ments. To produce theſe, is it not fit 


they ſhould be peculiarly ſenſible to the 
attention and re gards of the men? Up- 
on the ſame ground, does it not ſeem a- 
_ greeable to the purpoſes of Providence, 
that the ſecuring of this attention, and 
theſe regards, fhould be a principle aim 
But, can ſuch an aim be purſued without 
frequent competition? And will not that 


too readily occaſion jealouſy, envy, and 


all the unamiable effects of mutual rival- 
ſhi ip? J mean, without the reſtraints of 
ſuperiour worth and ſentiment. But can 
theſe be ordinarily expected from the pre- 
vailing turn of female education, or from 
the kttle pains that women, as well as 
other human beings, commonly take to 
controul themſelves, and to act nobly ! 
In this laſt reſpect, the ſexes appear pretty 
much on the ſame footing : in others, it 
is manifeſt, that the nature and lituation 
of the men are very different. Their con- 
| ſtitution of mind, no leſs than of body, i 
for the molt part hardy and rough. By 
5 means of both, by the demands of * and 


and, while not entertained, as leſs criminal 
than the men are apt to 3 theni; and 


8 will he Poux bal, Fa: cling gt! them 
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by the impulſe of paſſion, they are engaged 
in a vaſt diverſity of purſuits, from Which 


your ſex are precluded he decorum, by 
ſoftneſs, and by fear. This diverlity of 


daily purſuits, joined with the multiplicity 


of female objects, that freer modes of 
living preſent to their imagination, and 
| the power they have of unlimited choice, 


whenever theyare diſpoſed to make it; (a 
power which Nature probably , and Oh 


ſtom certainly, have denied to the others); 


all this put together, muſt, in tho caſe of 


our ſex, be Freue of very different | 


effects. 74"; = my 
Do I mean, by. this f to juſti- 
fy. m yours the indulgence of thoſe little, 


and, I muſt nceds (ay, in many inſtances, = 


hath: paſſjons towards one another, with 
which they have been ſo generally char- 
ged? God forbid! 1 only mean to repre- 
ſent ſuch paſſions in the firſt approach, 


to prove, that, in their attachments to 
each aN ME: latter haye not Na that 
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where they appear good-natured and diſ- 
intereſted, to diſprove. their imputation, 
and, to ſhow a PE open to e 
as wel as to Love. 

To talk. much of the latter is natural 
for both; to talk much of the former, is 
conſidered as one way of doing themſelves 
honour, Friend{Iip, they well know, is 


that dignified form, which, in ſpeculation: 


_ atleaſt, every heart muſt reſpect. But in 
friendſlüp, as in religion, which on many 


accounts it reſembles, ſpeculation is often 
ſubſtituted in the place of practice. Peo- 


ple fancy themſelves poſſeſſed of the thing, 


and hope, that others will fancy ſo too, 


becauſe they are fond of the name, and 


| | have learnt to talk about it with plauſi- 


bility. Such talk, indeed, unpoſcs, til 
experience gives it the lie. 7 
To fay the truth, there gend i Sher 
: 51 but little of what a fond imagination, 
unacquainted with the falſehood of the 
world, and warmed by affections which 
its ſelfinneſs has not yet chilled, would 


reckon friendſhip. In theory, the ſtand- 


ard is raifed too high; yet, methinks, I 
would not have it ſet. much lower. I 
would not, by any means, have the honeſt 
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ſenſibilities of in genuous nature checked 
by the over- cautious documents of poli- 
tical prudence . No advantage, obtamed 
by ſuch frigidity, can compenſate the want 
of thoſe warm effuſions of the heart into 
the boſom e of a friend, which are, doubt- 
leſs, among the moſt exquiſite pleaſures; 
at the ſame time that, it muſt be owned, 
x they often, by the inevitable lot of bu- 
manity, make Way for the bittereſt pains, 
which the breaſt can experience. Happy be- 
yond tlie common condition of her ſex, is 
ſhe, who has found a friend indeed; open 
khaned; yet diſcreet; generouſly Fervent, 
yet ſteady; thoroughly virtuous, but not 
ſevere; wiſe and cheerful at the ſame time 
Can fach a friend be loved too much, or 
cheriſhed too tenderly ? If to HS My 1 
as well as happineſs, there be any one way 
more compendious than another, next to 
friendſhip with the Great Almighty, it is 
this. 
But, when a mixture of ds fo bean= 
tiful and ſo bleſſed, takes place, it is gene- 
rally, or rather abvays; the reſult of ear- 
ly prepoſleſſion, .caſual intercourſe, ſecret 
| WM mpathy, inexplicable attraction ; or, in 
wrt, a combination of ſuch cauſes as are 


1 
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not to be brought tagether by manage- 
ment or deſign. Pbis noble plant may be 
cultivated; but it; muſt” grow ſpontane- 
ouſly. 1 can only: gfe with to each 
of you, Beloved, the felicity of finding 
ſuch a friend; N buving found her, 
the wiſddlom to ule her well! ; 8 5 
For the more general commerce of bh 
cial life, a few'advices' may not be impro- 
per. That, like the ordinary duties of 
religion, may be directed With tolerable 
advantage by human precepts. The har- 
monies of holy friendlſlip, like the ſub- 
mer contemplations of the Divinity, muſt 
depend more immediately op that hand, 
which can alone attune the fines move- 
ments, and exalt the beſt e of 
the ſoul. Let us go on then, 
In the ſecond place, to What v We may 
term the common tenour of your Compa- 
ny; which, for the ſake of out ſubje&, we 
muſt Rippole leftin ſome meaſure to your 
_ own dlidice. That it ought to be ſuch 
as ſhall not corrupt your good, manners, 
is a printäple already eſtabliſſſed, It will 
be bkewiſe underſtoc A, that, 111 the ſo- ö 
_ ciety you, chooſe to frequent, you vil! 
+ ſeek fon that-iyle: of vintus en is mot 


5 © we 
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adapted to che turn of your own minds. 
But this laſt propenſity ſhould not, I ap- 
prehend, be Ane too far. 1 — ex- 
Pig myſelf. 46h 

The more intimate 8 af a 
cloſe friendſhip are now, as you know, 
out of the queſtion. That, at your time 
of life, you ſhould be particularly fond of 
ſprightly converſation, where all is enli- 
vened and joyful, and where Wiſdom, 
when allowed to enter, puts on her gayeſt 
garb, is perfectly natural. To adviſe you 
againſt it were as weak, as it would be un- 
friendly. Such ſprightlineſs and freedom, 
when ſupported by ſenſe, and chaſtened 
by decency, have always, I frankly ac- 
knowledge, appeared to me delightful. 
Dulneſs and inſipidity, moroſeneſs and ri- 
gour, are dead weights on every kind of 
ſocial intercourſe; nor will I conceal it. 
from you, that 1 wiſh, as much as any of 
yon can do, to make my eſcape from them 
on all occaſions. But tell me, my lively 
friends, when the heart overflows with 
gaiety, is there no danger of its burſting | 
the proper bounds ? Is not extreme vi- 
Yacity a near borderer on folly ! To pre- 
vent its breakin g looſe, and throw! wg it 
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ſelf into very ſericus inconveniencies, in- 
to a very hurtful conduct, will ſurely re- 
quire the check of ſelf. command. But 
How is that to be attained ? By eſſociating 
only with the fanciful, the vivacious, or 
the witty ! ? Is hazard to be ſhunned by 
ruſhing into the field of: battle? Or, to i 
| repreſent things at the beſt, is me f 
with V/1iſdom to be contracted moſt readi- 1 
ly, where Wiſdom appears molt ſeldom! 
. 
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w ould ye form habits of ſobriety, a ſpirit 
ot ſedateneſs, no way inconſiſtent with n 
innocent mirth, you muſt frequently re- Mt 
Tort to the company of the ſober and the (| 
ſedate. But will not theſe, be chiefly o 
found among ſuch as are farther advan- 
ted in years than yourſelyes?, Should not 
you | be ambitious of profiting by their ex- 
perience and knowledge? And will not 
a reſpect for ſaperiour age, when poſſeſſed 
of ſupcriour diſcretion, often prove a ſci 
ſonable reſtraint on the wildneſs of more 
youthful fallies? He that walketh with 
« wiſe men ſhall be wiſe,” ſaid the wilcll 
of mortals.” Is not the maxim equally „ 
̃ applicable to women ? | 


00 


p 3£4 44 | t 
Will) you give me leave on * 1 occa- + 
fion to mention, what | is much to the I. 5 


* 
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honour of our ſex, that all the moſt Gn. 
B ible and worthy of 
feſſed a particular rehfh for the conver- 
lation of men of ſenſe and worth? . Such! 
men, I preſume, are attached to the H 
ciety of ſuch women beyond every thing 
| elſe in the world. And, hen circum- 
ſtances favour, this mutual tendency can- 
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| provement. Was not ſuch reciprocal aict 
great part of Nature's intention in that 
mental and moral difference of ſex, which 


ſhe has marked by characters no leſs. di- 


outwarck forms wi n 10 Veit a 
To adopt the language of an anfable 


vith ſucceſs 51,4. We believe, that it is 
. Properfor perſons of the ſame. age, of 
me ſame ſex, of ſimilar diſpoſitions and 
* purſuits, to aſſociate together. Buthere 
e we ſeem to be deceived by word 8. If 
ve conſult nature and common ſenſe, 
we fhall find, that the true Propriety 


. Und harmony of ſocial lifedepends upon 
* the connection of people of different 
' difpofitions' and characte 
blended to pether, 
Vor, . -- NM 


's judiciouſ'y 


Nature hath made 


4? 


* 


yours have ever pro- 


not fail to be a rich ſource of mutual im- 


ünguſliaple than thoſe that Giverlify their 


writer, who has ſtudied the human heart 
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134 SEKMON v. 
* no individual; nor no claſs of people, 
independent of the reſt of their fpecies, 
or ſufficient for their own happmeſs. 
Each ſex, each character, each period 
of life, have their feveral adyantages 
and diſadvantages; and, that union is 
che happieſt and moſt proper, where 
** wants are mutually-ſupplied. The fair 
_ "ex ſhould naturally expect to gain from Ml | 
dur converſation, knowledge, wiſdom, ] 
and ſedateneſs; And; they ſhould give Wt « 
us, in exchange, humanity, politeneſs, ) 
cheerfulneſs, taſte, and ſentiment. (He Wt £ 
£ adds), The levity, the raſbneſs, and IM " 
« folly of early life are tempered with { 


*© the gravity, the caution, and the viſ- 
* domof age; while the timidity, cold- Bt 
t neſs of heart, and languor incident to. 
* declining years, are ſupported and al- Ty: 
“ ſifted by the courage, the warmth, and Wi 
„the vivacity of youth.“ INC 
The converſation of People older than M2: 
| W Will be often accompanied witl 121 
leſs joy at the moment; but after 92 
wards) it will make abundant compenſir lle 
tion. 7 It will produce more recollection: Ki 
and I aſſured, my ſiſters, thoſe are thc 505 


Kell Hy Pleafurcs Which are taſted by a mind 
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compoſed; and ſerious. In that ſituation 
everything is felt more ſtrongly. Adiſſipa- 
ted ſpirit is too ſuperficial to be capable of 
1 deep or Permanent delight. Betides, ashas 
been already hinted, the experience. and 
maturity of more years. will. enlarge your 
underſtandings, at the ſame time that 
they will repreſs your vanity and preſump- 
tion; while the  ſportiv eneſs peculiar to 
vouth will, on your part, enliven the ſeri- 
ouſneſs of age. And if thoſe, whom 
you thus reſpectfully cultivate, have any 
good nature, they will certainly treat you 
with gondeſcenſion and forbearance. I 
ſaid, good nature; for whatever excludes 
that, is ſurc to Joſe all. the influence, as 
well as praiſe of wiſdonr.. 5 . 

On this principle, 1 would pargentarky 
recommend. to you. the company of thoſe 
whoſe piety, is of the moſt cheerfyulantthe 
moſt. charitable ſtrain. They: are ſtrangers 5 

an % human nature, who would affright the 
ih Wung. by. the frown of auſterity. True 
religion ever was, and ever will be, of che 
kriendly kind, It is not zeal, but bigotry, 
115 refuſes to make allowance for juve- 
pile ſpirits and gayer tempers. Gould the 
db be e by us, there is nothing 
M 2 
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we ſhould be at greater pains to impreſ; 
upon them than this, That, as, cheerful- 
neſs1s the moſt natural effect of real good- 
neſs, it is alſo its moſt powerful recom- 


W Wiſdom is never lo attractive e 


as when ſhe ſiniles. 

But, do not, my. dear hearers, conceive 
an unfavourable opinion of that ve nerable 
form, if, in the virtue of your mothers 
and aunts, you ſhould happen to ſind a de- 
fect of good humour. Conſider the con- 
ſequences of dechining health, diſagreeable 
accidents, . the death of their beſt friends, 
frequent inactiyity and depreſſion after a 
life of action and enjoyment. 1 If you can 
ook forw ard ſo far as a. few) years at moſt, 
it w II be right for you to think what you 
may probably feel at their age. And pray 
remember, that, if you require and expect 
allowances to ag made for ſtarts of ill hu- 
mour in yourſelves, at a ſeaſon v hen alt 
ſhould be natural}: y ſoft and gentle, it is but 
fair at leaſt, that you ſhould exculct the ſame 
in thoſe who, yot to inſiſt now on their o- 
ther claims, are objects of tender ſ(ymp# 
thy, as being invaded by lay gour, ; infirm+ 
ty and afſliction. e eee 

I cannot; how ever, omit to caution ed 


1 


ly taſte of delight themſelves, there is no- 


courage others who ſtill retain it; but, on 


happy. Ah! my reſpected friends, why 
| would you ever forfeit this higheſt honour 
of an excellent temper * Why would you 


| rob Religion of that enga gin g appearance, 

| which is not only her native appearance, 
but ſo peculiarly neceſſary to promote her 
ntereſt with unexperienced minds, in op- 
poſition to the Wiles of her laughing rival? 

; You will hardly believe how much harm! 


done by this conduct to the beſt of cauſes + 
ue world will judge of piety by its pro- 
felſors... The proceeding is often unfair; 

N becauſt they are often unlike that which 
they profeſs.” But there is no poſibility g of 
preventing it. The young have hear dxe- 
"gion e as an enemy to Joy | and 


-. 
* ” . e * 4 
. N . - . . * q 
4 - F , : + p : . 
* » * K T «© % 1 ö £ 2 
— * 9 * * 0 . 
- - of 


Wk 4 * 
” *% 
# 


| SERMON: VV: 1 
E againſt giving way too eaſily to that pec- 

& viſhneſs which is apt to grow upon them 
; from theſe circumſtances; and to remind 
L them, that; in ſuchas have ſurvived the live- | 


thing ſo noble or pleaſing, as not to diſ- 


the contrary, to ſhow a generous fatisfac- ; 
tion in ſeeing and making young people 


| ever render your company for bidding, or 
aſſiſt in the ravage which Nature is una- 
voidably making on your attractions W hy | 
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138 S ERM ON V. 
affability. Nothing can be more unjuſt. 
Inſtead therefore of confirming theſe pre- 
judices, it becomes you to confute them 
by the only argument that will thorough- 
ly convince, the cheerfulneſs of your dif. 
courſe, and the mildneſs of your demean- 
our. In this way you may hope todo great 

When Wiſdom is thus juſtified 
bl oF in children, they who are yet ſtran 
gers to her will be induced to venerate an 
authority that appears ſo condeſcending, 
and to ſtudy precepts that are productive 
of ſuch happineſs: | ae my 
young hearers, allow me; 

In the third place, 8 you fo 
hints on the ſpirit and manner, in-which I 
conceive your converſation ſhould be con- 
duced. And now perhaps you imagine we 
want topreclude everydegreeof thatwhich 


paſſes under the name of Trifing. You | 


are miſtaken. We do not expect that wo- 
men ſhould always utter grave ſentences, 
nor men neither. It were inconſiſtent with 
the ſtate of mankind . It cannut be expect- 
ed from philoſophers of the firſt rank; nor, 
if it could, do I know that it would be de- 
{rable. I am even inclined to believe, that 
they who underſtand the art of what has 
been termed Tr fin ng agreeably have 5 gue 


; . ; n N 75 FEES fo SALES get et e Fat „ #3 fe = SO CO OS 


thi 


S E R MONA M.. 139; 
edavery conſiderable point © The frailty 
= of human nature, and the infelicity of hu- 
wanlife; require to berelieved and ſoothed. 
There are many occaſions, on which this. 
is not to be done by ſage admonitions, or 
ſolemn reflections. Theſe, to well diſpoſed 
minds; are often highly ſolacing; but to 
= dwell on them always were to ſtrain the 
machme its powers. Beſides, in 
fact; va amen diverſion to anxiety, a 


J temporary .forgetfulneſsof grief, is fre · 
— roy ed to remove It, 


E medy. To change AE BG a kk 
the | 


grinningrtedious, one ſucceſsful method of 
-beguiling it is, for the travellers to cheer 
andamuſaone another by the play uf fancy, 
handithe facet of qaitth. © But then 
u theend.ofthe journey muſt not be forgot- 
0- ten. Becauſe we are weak, there is no 

[I afonwhy we fhould be filly. The brow 
of niere be ſmoothed without 
eunxertimꝑ it into the laughoffolly. While 
veindulge thurecreation neceſſary for mor- 
tal, leti us maintain tlie temper requiſite iii 
immortal beings . To reconcile! theſe two 
things, and to blend themhappily, ſeems the 


gell, or is in dangerof 
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proper ſcience of creatures on their progreſs 
through time to eternity. From you, my 


gentle friends, we look for everything tliat, 


next to the Diviner influence of religion, 


can ſoften the inequality, „aud animate the 
dulneſs of the way. . ä 


Wee with to ſee you often Graile; 3 we 


would not have you ſinile always, if it were 


poſſible. There are many ſcenes that de- 
mand a grave deportment; there are not 
few that call for a mournful one. She that 
cannot diſtinguiſſi between laughter and 


| happmeſsneverknewwhat the latter means. 
She that cannot 4 weep with them that 
weep, (ab well as) rejoice with them that 
A rezaice, id a ſtranger to one of the 
ſweeteſt ſources of enjoyment; no leſs than 


to one of the nobleſt leſſons of Chriſtianity. 


Thoſe are the happieſt diſpoſitions which 


are the beſt. 8 the ſupreme 


perfection of the ever bleſſed Deity. He 
is infinitely removed front every painful 
impreſſion. Vet ſcripture, in the ſtyle of 
accommodation; aſeribeso toi him all the 
guiltleſs emotions of humanityi: and, we 
know, that our Saviour waz formerly on 
earth, am is no in heaven; % touched 
with the feeling of our infirtnities. 
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With the character of ; Chriſtian Wo- 
man; nothing, tiethinks, can better cor- 
refpond, than a propenſity to melt into 
| affectionate ſorrow. It becomes alike her 
religion and her ſex. Never, my fair au- 
ditory, never do your eyes ſhine with a 
more delightful effulgence, than when 
ſuffuſed with all the trembling foftneſs of 
grief for virtue in diſtreſs, or of {okcitude 
for friendfhip 1 in danger. Believe me, 
if the gaiety of converſation gave place 
ſome what oftener to the tender tale of wo, 
you would not, to ſuch at leaſt of your 
male acquaintance as have hearts, appear 
at all the leſs lovely. The ſigh of compaſ- 
ſion ſtealing from a female breaſt, on the 
mention of calamity, would be rather 
more muſical in their ears, than the loud 
WH buſts of unmeaning laughter, with which 
| Wh they are often entertained. Let me add 
here, that the charms of innocence and 
ſympathy appearing in your diſcourſe, 
to every diſcerning man, ſpread a- 
wand vou a luſtre which all the weh in 
che world cannot beftow w uns 
rue diamond's and the dubys bufe ele 
I Diſputes the palm with beauty's queen: 
d Not beauty's queen commands ſuch praiſe, 75 0 
Devoid of virtue if ſhe's ſeen, | 


* 
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But the ſoft tear in Pity's eye 
Outſhines the diamond's brighteſt. beams; 1 
But the ſweet bluſh of Modeſt j 
More beauteous than ha ruby ſeems.” - 


If we ſpeak. of e ae 
ful Redeemer | how * g to the ſoul 
1 this generous ſenſibility ! It is better 

to go to the houſe of mourning than 
« to the houſe of feaſting: for that is the 
c endof all men, and the living will lay 
it to heart, Sorrow is better than 


laughter: for by the ſadneſs of the 
s countenance the heart is made better. 


© 'The heart of the wiſe, is in the houſe 


« of mourning; but che heart of fools is 
in the houſe of mirth:. As the crackling. 
© of thorns. under a pot, ſo is the gb 
© ter of the fool: This alſo is vanity.” 
You know. who: ſaid ſo----Phbe.man who 
had ſpent many a day, and many a night 
in the bower of voluptuouſneſs, far from 
the cries of miſery, and the moans of 
; ha gat him men- ſingers 
2 a bb fk and che delights. 
© of the ſons of. men; who had, times 


—_ number, ſaid in his heart, Go 


e to nom; Twill. prove es with. mürth, 


.& therefore. cojoypleaſur * 5 Hoght, 


Jv as ff co a as 
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by a prudent uſe of wine, to exalt his own 


nor with-held his heart from any joy. 


& rience, as well as inſpiration, prompted 
to give the preference you have juſt now 
heard. There is---yes, there is attendant 
on virtuous ſadneſs a ſenſation which, in 
| point of indulgence and eleyation, at once, 


midſt the imp Of wit. 


* your Speech be always with Grace, ſea- 
00 ſoned with Salt.” Theſe remarkable 
words were addreſſed to Chriſtians in ge- 
neral. They are conſidered by the beſt 


kind of converſe, which, both for matter 


and manner, ſhall appear moſt graceful, 
0 and prove moſt acceptable; being tem- 


ſeaſoned with wiſdom and diſeretion, that, 


ſpirits, and to promote the hilarity of 
thoſe about him; in a word, who kept 
not from his eyes whatſoever they deſired, 


| This, 1 ſay, was the man whom expe- 


is ſuperiour to all tliat was ever felt by a 
light mind, in the fluſh of feſtivity; or a- 


| Having mentioned Wit, let me d 

to warn you 1 _raeg the affectation and 
the abuſe of it. Here our text from the 
een comes in with propriety, Let 
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like ſalt, will ſerve, at the ſame dave to 
prevent its corruption and heighten its 
flavour. How beautiful this precept in it- 
ſelf! Ho uſeful and pleaſing in the prac- 
tice! How peculiarly fit to be practiſed by 
you, my female friends, on the turn of 
whoſe converſation and deportment ſo 
much depends to yourſelves, and all about 
you! From what I have now to offer, it 
will be found likewiſe to coine with advan- 
tage, in aid of our leading doctrine; 
ſince there are not, perhaps, many worſe 
foes to that Sobriety of ſpirit, ' which we 
would ſtill inculcate; than the _— and 
_ allectation already niomtiofied;.” 
It is not my deſign eng, if 1 
Sad the Ran Ares of flowers that have 
been gel by innumerable hands on 
this tempting theme; and by which thoſe 
very hands have, in their own caſe, ſhown 
how difficult it is to reſiſt the temptation. 
I would only obſerve, that the dangerous 
talent in queſtion has been well compared 
to the dancing of a meteor; that blazes, 
allures, and miſſeads. Moſt certainly it 
alone can never be a ſteady light; and 
too probably it is often a fatal one. Of 
thoſe who have reſigned themſelves to it? 


| SERMON . ae 


; guidance, how few has it not betrayed 
to great indiſcretions at leaſt, by infla- 

ming their thirſt of applauſe; by rendering 
them Jittle- nice in their choice of com- 

pany; by ſeducing them into ſtrokes of ſa- 

re, too offeylive to the perſons againſt 

whom they were levelled, not to be re- 

pelled upon the authors with full venge- 

| ancez. and, finally, by making them, in 

| conſequence of that heat which produces, 

| and that vanity which fe;ſters it, forgetfut 
of thoſe cool and moderate wales that 
oaght to regulate their conduct ! 

A very few there may have been endow- 
ed with jud gment and temper ſutticient to 
reſtram them from indulging © the raſh 
n ll 7 dexterity of wit, and to direct it to 

ſe parpoſes equally a greeable and beneficial. 

n hut one thing is certain, that witty men, 
n. for the molt part, have had few friends, 
us though many admirers. Their converſa- 
d uon has been courted, while their abilities 
os, laxe been feared, or their characters ha- 
it ved, or boch. In truth, the laſt have ſeldom 
od merited affection, even when the firſt have 
of Nercited eſteem. Sometimes their hearts 
ite have been ſo bad, as, at length, to bring . 
their heads into Gifprace. At any rate, the 


Yor. 9 7 N 
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faculty termed Wit is commanly . 
upon with a ſuſpicious eye; as a two-edged 
{word, from wich not even the ſacredneſ; 
of friendſhip can ſecure. It is eſpecially, 1 
think, dreaded in women. In a Mrs Rowe, 
Idare ſay, i it was not. To great brilliancy 
of imagination, that female angel joined 
yet greater goodneſs of diſpoſition; ard 
never wrote, nor, as I have ot told, was 
ever ſuppoſed to have ſaid, in her whole 
life, an ill natureq, or even an indelicate 
thing. Of ſuch a woman, with all her ta- 
3 none could be afraid. In her com- 
pany it muſt have been inpoſſible not to 
feel reſpect; but then, it would be like 
that which the pious man entertains for 
a minillring ſpirit from heaven, a reſpect 
full of confidence and | joy. If aught on 
earth can Preſent the image of celeſtial 
excellence in its ſofteſt array , it is ſurchy 
an Accomplihed Woman; in whom pu- 
rity aud mcekneſs, intelligence and mo- 
deity, mingle their charms. Put, when 
I ſpeak on this Labjeet, need I tell you, 
that, men of the beſt ſenſe have becn u- 
3 ly, averſe. tothe thought, of mers 
avitty female? 
You will probably tell mc, , they were 


N 
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afraid of bein · outſhone; ; and ſome of 
them perhaps might be ſo. But, Iam apt 
to believe, that many of them acted on 
different motives. Men who underſtand 
the ſcience of domeſtick happirteſs, know 
that its very firſt principle is cafe. Of 
that indeed we grow fonder, in whatever 
condition, as we advance in life, and as 
the heat of youth abates. But, we cannot 
be- eaſy where we are not ſafe. We are 
never ſafe in the company of a critick; 
and almoſt every wit is a critiick by pro- 
feſſion. In ſuch company we are not at 
berty to unbend ourſelves. All muſt be 
the ſtrainingl of ſtudy, or the an iety of 
apprehenſion; how painful! Where the 
heart may not expand and open itſelf 
with freedom, farewel to real fricndibip, 
0 fare wel to Landieial delight! But, to ſufter 
this reſtraint at home, what miſery! 
From the brandiſhings. of wit in the 
hand'of W-nature, of imperious paſſion, 
or of unbounded vanity who would not 
flee? But, when that weapon is pointed at 
«yſband, is it to be wondered, if, from 

us OWn louiſe; he take ſhelter in the ta- 

5 He ſought a ſoft friend, he expect- 

ed to be bappy in areaſonable companion. 
N 2 
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He has found a perpetuzl ſatiriſt, or a 
ſelf-ſufficient prattler. How have ! piticd 
| ſuch a man, when 1 have ſeen him in 
_ continual fear on his own account, and 
that of his friends, and for the poor la- 
dy herſelf ; leſt, in the run of her dif: 
courſe, ſhe ſhould be guilty of ſome pe- 
tulance, or ſome indiſcretion, that would 
expole her and hurt them all! But, take 
the matter at the beſt, there is ſtill all the 
diflerence in the world between the en- 
tertainer of an evening, and a partner for 
kfe. Of the latter a ſober mind, ſteady 
attachment, and gentle manners, joined 
to a good underſtanqing, will ever be the 
Chief recommendations; whereas, the qua- 
lities that ſparkle wil be: en 8 5 
for the former. 

As to the acki of itz one can 
© hawdly ſay, whether it be moſt ridiculous 
or hurtful. The abuſe of it, which we 
| have been juſt conſidering, we are ſome- 
times, Perhaps too often, inclined to for- 
Live, Ken! the ſake. of that amuſement 
"which, in ſpite of all the im proprie ties 
Keltern, It yet affords: The ther i is u- 
8 contemptible = Gaius. . 9705 
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humility and wiſdom. 


bouſe, as well as in the church ? By no 
means. There 1 may indeed be many caſes 


Be ſwift to hear and flow to {peak : %b 
but there are many too, herein it will 
b g air 
be no leſs fit, that with an unaſſuming au 


{ent ; and parents there are, ſo deficient 
Hoy, then ſhall thoſe girls learn to acquit 


is hard if you cannot diſtinguiſh, and 
teach your da ughters to diftinguiſh, be- 


. AST 
SEEM NV 1 

of a ſelf· conceited womam, that wants to 
dazzle by tlie ſuppoſed ſuper! iority of her 
powers! If you, my fair ones, have 
knowledge and capacity, let it be ſeen, 
by your not affecting to ſhow them, that 
ou have ſomethiug much more v aluable . 


Naked in nothing ſhould a aid 
« But vail her very wit with modeſty. 
Let man diſcover, let not her diſplay, ? 
But yield her charms of mind with ſweet delay.” 


Maſt women then keep ſilence in 7 3 


in which it will particularly become a 
young lady to obſerve the apoſtolick rule, 


ſhe ſhould 5 to ſupport and en- 
liven the converſation. It is the opinion 
of ſome, „ that girls ſhould never fpeak be- 


fore company, when their parents are pre- 
in underſtanding, as to make this a Tule. 


t emſelves properly i in their ewes. 7 It . 
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tween good breeding and pertneſs, be- 
tween an obliging ſtudy to pteaſe; and an 
indecent deſire to put themſelves forward, 
between a laudable inquiſitiveneſs and an 
improper curioſity. But this, I confeſs, 
is not the moſt common: miſtake inthe 
education of young women; and they 
muſt permit me to ſay, that it were well 
if the generality 70 mothers were careful, 
by prudent inſtruction in private, to re- 
preſs that tallcative humour which runs 
away with ſo many of them, and never 
quits them all their life after, for want of 
being curbed in their carly years. But 
what words can expreſs the impertinence 
of a female tongue let looſe into boundleſs 
loquacity !. Nothing can be more ſtunning, 
; re where a number of Fine Ladies o- 
pen at once Protect us, ye powers of 
gentleneſs and.decorum, protect us from 


the diſguſt of ſuch a ſcene l.-Ah! my WF n 
dear hearers, if ye knew bow. terrible it i 1 
appears 10 a male car of tlie leaſt del- -« 
fad I think you Would take care never 
00 e flog 140 d babnowerro: . r 
For endleſs pratting an loud diſcourſe, * 


10 degree of capacity can atone; I join 
mem togerlier; becauſe,” in effect, hey 
om ſcparatc.. But the noiſy; empt)! 
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trivial chatter of everlaſting! folly---t i 
too much for human patience" to ſaſtain; 
How different from chat playful ſpirit m 
converſation ſpoken of before; N ich, 
blended with pood ſenſe, and kept within 5 
reaſonable bounds, contributes, like the 
lighter and more careleſs touches in a 
Picture, to give an air of eaſe and free- 
dom to the Whole! 'Fhis freedom and 
caſe; When accompanied with decency 
and variety, a vertan native prettineſs 
and unſtudiedcorrecineſs, are among the 
moſt: pleaſing e oF nne 
ſuciety in its beſt ſflape. GG 
Tour talking ſo much er dreſs; wr 
faſhions; and faſhionable: i. los 
he far greater part of you are ever doing, 
in preference to better ſubjects, is, to ſay 
the ſofteſt hing of it, a weakneſs: Which 
-cannot be-julified; but _ perhaps, 
muſt, in ſome meaſure, be forgiven to 
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it your ſex. As to the love of ſcandal and 
li- lc be called the Acid of 
er Wl ſpeeciꝭ, in inction to the Salt 
I recommended by our apoſtte,; 

e, Ml referuan Foal future conkideration 10 The 
oin I etl, indeed, are ready to triumph at the 
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reaſon to triumph on the __ may be 


a difficult queſtion. The agreeable qua- 
ities named a moment ago, they muſt 
Fairly give up to the women. How few of 
them, in compariſon, poſſeſs, or at leaſt 
_ exerciſe, the power of keeping diſcourſe 
alive, without aſſiſtance from wine, from 
politicks, from buſmeſs, from the news of 
the day, and from another theme; for 
which their unreſtrained and inextinguiſh- 
able paſſion, in male company, argues a 
deſcent of ſoul, a degradation of thought, 
whereof men oF the leaſt underſtanding 
ought to be aſhamed! + 

I juſt mentioned Unſtudied Correctneſs, 
as appropriated to the converſation of cul- 
tivated women. I mean that eaſy elegance 
of ſpeech, which reſults from clear and 
lively ideas, expreſſed with the ſimplicity 
of nature, ſomewhat aided by the know- 
ledge of books. To this the beſt ſcholars 
amongſt the men muſt ſeldom. or never 
lay claim; It is neceſſarily precluded by 
Aken profounder ſtudies, and that ſcru- 


pulous attention to the minuteſt rules of 


grammar, which is induced by the turn of 
their education; and which, though by 
Practice it may become, in a great degree 
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SERMON V. 153 
habitual and mechanical, will yet always 
appear defieient” in the happy facility, 
wherewith ſo many feniales clothe their 
ſentiments. That they, who are naturally 
fondsforiiamentineverything gelſe, ſhonld 
ſhow a certain honeſt neglect of it, where 
it is leaſt requiſite, where, it is generally 
hurtful by embarraſſing and fettering. that 


which ought to be free and maffected, 
ſurely entitles. them to ſome praiſe. 


1 Joweften have we ſeen very in genious 
men perplexed, when they have wiſhed 
| to explain themſelves on ſome topick by 
| no means abſtruſe, and which they perfect. 
- WW | inderſtond! With how: little grace have 
we heard them tell a ſtory! In theſe, and 
„doch like points, women of any cafgeity 
. cecel. 6 5 Can the. difierence. be 
e oving? Ifanc) e aha former, in 
d eee eee attend too ſedulouſſy 
y preciſion and embelſiſhment; While the 
„latter are content to ſpłał juſt _ They | 
mean, and to relate ſunply what they have 
er read. or heard, as it riſes; to their minds, 
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ed that maxim which makes the perfec- 
tion of art to lie in concealing it; an 


attainment extremely uncommon, and 


which, where it has taken place, has been 
always conſidered as the mot; difficult, 
and the moſt beautiful, of any that can 
diſtinguiſh the productions of taſte. From 


tttis it is, that the celebrated works of an- 


cient genius have been judged to, derive a 
large ſhare of the ſuperiority uſually a: 
ſcribed to them. From the ſame ſource 
chiefly, „to compare ſmall things with 

great, has probably ariſen. that peculiar 
| happineſs in letter- writing, Which the men, 
I think, are willing to allow to your ſex. 
Here. ele they comfort themſelves with 
their ſuperiour ſtrength, ang depth, and 
learned elegance in that, 3 ad other mat- 
ters where intellect is concerned. Preten- 
ſions to theſe, with a few exceptions, 1 be- 
10 5 to ſay! the truth, youhadbetter reſign. 
. For 71 Patz 1 could — with to 


„ 


: than: it is; but 1 do not with! to ſee it 
abound with metaphyſicians, Hiſtorians. 
ſpeculatiye philoſaphers, or Learned La- 
dies of ny kind, Fhould-be afraid, leſt 
the ſex ſhould lofc'iti Sofas FA they 
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gained } in force; and, leſt the purſuit of 
ſuch elevation ſhould interfere a little with 


the plain duties and humble virtues of life. | 
Amiable inſtances of the contrary I know 


there are. I think, at this moment, of 


one lady, in particular, who, to an exten= _ 
and lan- 
guages ancient and modern, witb ſome 


ſye knowledge in philoſophy 


portion of poetical genius, and a confide- 
rable degree of literary fame, has the ſenſe 


and worth to join every domeſtick quality 


that can adorn a woman in her ſituation. 
To inculcate ſuch qualities, together 
with thoſe elegant and intellectual im- 
provements which-youn g ladies would co 
well to acquire, with a view to ſobriety, 
uſefulneſs, ſelf- enjoyment, and the powers 
of pleaſing, will be the buſineſs of ſome 
ſubſequent addreſſes. What place religion 
ought to have in female diſcourſe, muſt 
be Ten iſe a ſubject of inquiry under ano- 
ther head. In the mean while, let. me 
intreat you to recollect, that, on cultiva- 


ting a proper. ſpirit. of conver ſation will 


depend a great part of your proficiency | 
and ours; of your preſent acceptance a- 


monglt: the wiſe and deſery' Vi2g 3. of) your 
futur 1 ence 3 and merit Tt a ſociety ; 
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1 SERMON V. 

of your entertainment, ſatisfaction, and, 
I may add, ſafety, through the ſucceſſive 
ſtages of nie. Much of that life is ſpent 
in ſcenes. of ſocial intercourſe. Impor- 


| 

tant occaſions ariſe but ſeldom. A large l 

proportion muſt be conſigned to trifles. f 

Little things belong to little mortals. The 

virtue and happineſs of the ſexes are prin- : 

cipally affected by the daily indiſcrimate : 
tenour of their commerce. What felicity 

and what glory, may not you, my friends, Mt © 

derive from thoſe talents by which that is 

regulated and Iweetaveds refined draiſcd: 8 

1 R NM 0 N. VI. ce 

; On F emale Virtue, with Domeſlick and FR 

Eleg gant Accompli uncut. | : 1 

1 Tin. uU. 8, 9 1 will---that WOMen a- 2. 

dorn themſelves with Sobriety. R 

Prov. XXX1. 10, 3L. Who can find a Vir- 4 

tuous Woman? For her price is fur A 1 

bove rubies .---Give her of the fruit of 1 

I 

Iter hands, and let ner works Pra. iſe is. 

lier in the gate. „ | my 
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4 


. 4 © meds - ex — 
— ͤ ͤ eine, Io 


S8 E R MON VI. 157 
which ſome ſuppoſe your ſex deſigned. 
A moſt illiberal ſuppoſition ! The leaſt de- 
gree of refinement or candour will diſ- 
poſe us to regard them in a far higher 
point of light. They were manifeſtly in- 
tended to be the mothers and formers of 
a rational and immortal offsprin g; to be 
a kind of ſofter companions, who, by 
nameleſs delightf | ſympathies and en- 
dearments, might improve our pleaſures 
and ſooth our pains ; to lighten the load 
of domeſtick cares, and thereby leave us 
more at leiſure for rougher labours, or 
ſeverer ſtudies; and, fmally, to ſpread a 
certain grace and embelliſhment over hu- 
man life. To wiſh to degrade them from 
ſo honourable a ſtation, indicates a mix- 
ture of ignorance, groſſneſs, and barba- 
ity. ., But the men, who think in this 
manner, do themſelvesirreparable wrong, 
by putting it out of their power ever to 
enjoy the tendereſt ſentiments, and moſt 
dekcious feelings of the heart. He that has 
a true taſte. of happineſs will chooſe, for 
us ownſake, to cheriſh the kindeſt 1 85 
of che female deſtination. 
Let; What ſhall we ſay? Are there not 


any women who ſeem t to have entir * | 
Vo L. I. FEE, | O | 
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forgotten it themſelves; to have relin- 
quiſhed at leaſt the moſt valuable part of 
theix claim, and to have conſpired with 
tholr male tyrants in ſinking their own 
ortance-? How often da we . them 
err aftectation and caprice! How 
often diſgraced and ruined by imprudence 
What ſhameful inattention to the culture 
of their minds, i in numberleſs inſtances 
What perverſion in not a few of excellent 
underſtandings, through a levity that paſſ- 
es for innocent, becauſe not polluted by 
vice; nay, for agreeable, becauſe accom- 
panied with youth! Who, that is a well 
wiſher to the ſex, can forbear to be mor- 
tified on finding ſuch multitudes fo un- 
gainly 1 in their manners, ſo unentertaining 
in their diſcourſe, ſo deſtitute, of every 
ſolid and uſeful improvement; in a word, 
ſo totally devoid of all that can confer ſig- 
nificance, or beget eſteem; not to ſpeak 
of downright nortbleſſheſs, proceeding 
lige bad principles or wicked company! 
With reſpect to theſe indeed, as well 
as the reſt, I am wHllingeto believe, that 
they are frequently occaſioned by Vacancy 
2 thou ught, and want of occupation, 
lch expoſe the mind to eygyy ſnare; 
e M25”: * 
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and chat, in many caſes, all this evil 
might, through God's bleſſing, be hap- 
pily prevented by an early and diligent 
application to Female Accompliſhments. 
Such therefore I will proceed to recom- 
mend, as a farther means of maintaining 
the Sobriety enjoined by our apoſtle. Not 
that I propoſe to confine myſelf to this 
ſingle view. Every other laudable and be- 
neficial purpole, which thoſe accompliſh- 


ments are calculated to ferve, will concur 


to enforce them. They may be divided 
into three ne, Domeltick, Elegant, 
and Intellectual. 


As to the firſt, I mut remind you, that, 
how nach (veer they may be now ne- 
glected by many women as below their 


Red Heigh it of rank or affluence 


can Juſtify ſuch neglect. The care of a 


boufechold all ages and nations ha ave agreed 
to ebnfidler as an indiſpenſible part t of fe- 


male employment, in every aten that 
admits it. | The paſſage end which I © 
have taken one of, my texts deſerves, on 
tus occaſtion, your” particular attention. 

Ait elubits, Perhaps, the moſt beautiful 


picture that ever Was drawn of the Vir- 
tous Woman, in a ſphere of 1 
O2 


/ 


which you all hope to fill, and for which 
3 ought to qualify yourſelves as much 
as poſſible in your preſent condition; 1 
will read the whole, together with a ſhort 
paraphraſe which I have borrowed Chietly 
from the pious and learned Biſhop Patrick, 


but without adherin g to his diction. 


_ Verſe 10. Who can find a Virtnous 
Woman; for her price is far abore 


% rubies.” Such a perſon, ſays the mo- 


ther of Lemuel (a young prince for whoſe 
welfare ſhe was molt tenderly folicitous) 


ſuch a perſon as I would recommend for a 


wife is hard to be found: one endowed 


with true worth and piety, who'deems 
nothing beneath her that can any way be- 
come her {tation; one, in ſhort, poſſeſſed 
of thoſe various and excellent qualities that 
fit her for adorning it, and render her in- 
 Hinitely more valuable: than all the pearls 
or precious ſtones, with which ſo. many 
women are fond of being decke. 
11. The heart of her 8 doth 
e ſafcly truſt in her; ſo that be ſhall have 
6 no = of ſpoil.“ In hen perſonal bo- 


nour and fidelity, and alſo in hen oecono- 


mgs aud W with regard to all affairs 
ban 9 ſuch perfect 


„„ SIE RM ONE VE, © oof 
| confidence, that he can go abroad and 
attend to publick buſtmeſs, without the 
ſmalleſt anxiety about his domeſtick con- 
cerns, or the leaſt temptation to enrich 
himſelf at the expence of other men. 
12. She will do him good, and not 
evil, all the days of her life. She will 
not only: return his love with equal affec- 
tion, but endeavour toenſure and heighten 
his eſteem by every engaging and reſpeck- 
able virtue. She will not only avoid what- 
ever might provoke or diſpleaſe, but ſtudy 
to deſerve well of him, by promotin g his 
intereſt, and raiſing his reputation; ; and 
chat not merely by ſtarts, or in tranſient 
tts of good humour, but uniformly and 
| conſtantly every day of her life. 
0 13.“ She ſeeketh wool and flax, and 
„ worketh willingly with her hands.“ 
s To Her, idleneſs is fo hateful that her hu- 
y Wiband has no occaſion to excite her to in- 
daſtry. Of her own accord the ſets up a 


1 linen and woolen manufacture, to which 
'C” ſhe applies her hands ſo readily, as well 
0- ss fo dexteroully, that it is PER the”: 


delights 3 in the work. 


14. „ she. is like tlie merchants ſhips: 
ehe buingeth her food ro afar,” e 


O 3 
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application and ingendity enable her to 
maintain her family without expence, by 
exchanging the product for foreign com- 
modities, 9125 neceſſary, on terms no 
leſs advantageous than if her hufband fit- 
ted out a fleet of merchant ſhips to fetch 
them directly from diſtant countries. 
15. She riſeth alſo while it is yet 
night; and giveth meat to her houſehold, 
« and a portion to her 'maidens.” With 
ſuch ſpirit and vigour" does ſhe Proceed, 
- that, Taſtead of indul ging: herſelf in over- 
much ſleep, ſhe riſes before break of day, 
to make proviſion for thoſe who are to go 
abroad to work in the fields, and to ſet her 
' maidens their ſeveral taſks at home. 
16. © She confidereth a field, 400 
< bayeth it: with the fruit of her hands 
<« ſhe planteth a vineyard.” So far is ſhe 
from waſting her hafband's eſtate, that by 
her f frugality and capacity ſhe is coutinual. 
1 improving it; firſt purchaſing a field 
J fit for corn, when ſhe meets with one that, 
en due inſpection, ſhe finds worth the 
price, and then from the fruit of her ow! 
27 kibours adding to it a vineyard, , which ths 
125 "aſk tare to have well Plate: 
. G. She girdeth her loins u ithſtre ength, 
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and ſtrengtheneth her arms.” As ſhe is 


quick in her orders to thoſe about her, fo 
ſhe beſtirs herſelf with the utmoſt activity, 4 


declining no pains or exertion proportion- 
ed to her ſtrength, which is increaſed by 
| conſtant excerciſe, and which, with the 


cheerfulneſs, expedition, and utility that 
attend it, ſhe prefers to all the decorations 


| 4 aclicacy of indolent beauty. 


18. „She perceiveth that her mer- 


h « chandize is £990; her candle goeth not 
out by night.”? Her labour indeed ſhe 


finds ſo wboleſome, and her traffick ſo 


| profitable, chat ſhe. does not always con- 
clade her, work with the day; but often : 


continues it thrgagh as much of the night 


| a can he ſpared from neceſſary re poſe : 


19. She layeth her l to the 
„Hel, and 55 hands hold che di- 
0 ſtaff, Such manual operations as are 
ſuited to her ſex, ſhe reckons not any diſ- 


Paragement to her quality. Her fin gers 


:ſhow:a dexterity that is alike. pleaſing g in 


the performance, and, beneficial Lan e 
effects. :; FEES 11 2 0 1410 4 


111 


al} {Sd} 7/46 She ſtretcheth ut. her band? to 


* the poor: yea, ſhe xeacheth forth her 
een te. 1 6 2 hole hands, 
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which ſhe employs with ſo much diligence 
for the advantage of her family, ſhe fails 
not to ſtretch out with equal alacrity for 
the relief of the indigent. She is not ſo en- 
groſſed by the cares of her own houſehold, 
as to forget the claims of thoſe who have 
no habitation. In Her fru gality never de- 
generates into parſimony, but always mi- 
| niſters to munificence. The poor, whe- 
ther nearer or more remote, ſhare lberally 
m 8 bounty. 5 
she is not afraid of = Grow for 
N her bouſchold : for all her houſchold are 
« clothed with ſcarlet.” Her bounty in 
the mean while is accompanied with ſuch 
diſcretion,  that' her own family and ſer- 
vants are in no danger of ſuffering by it. 
They are provided againſt the hardeſt 
winter; they have changes of raiment for 
the Grove al ſeaſons; and when they are to 
wait upon her, or to appear on any par- 
ticular occaſion that requires it, ſhe is 
careful to have them clothed with: a de- 
gree oF ſplendour. _ _ 
© Shi maketh herſelf coverin 85 of 
e belt, her clotbing is ſilk and pur- 
% ple.“ The furniture of her houſe is 
nol le. Her oyn Rappe correſpgads with 


© — .. . 
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to her rank; and ſhe ſupports it with a 
| magnificence ſo much the more conſpi- 
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| gates, when he ſitteth among the elders 
of the land. Her attention to the ap- 
p Ypearance of her huſband is not leſs than 


Es diſtinguifhed by the richneſs and ele- 


eſſer cares, leaves him at full liberty to 
devote bhimſelf to hows moſt go 
ranſactions 


8 24. it She keith Bae TO avd n 


eth it, and delivereth girdles unto the 
merchant.” Her induſtry to provide = 
or her fatnily is ſuch, that ſhe follows 
more arts than one or two; making, for 
ale Beſide other” articles read ready * 


[4 


atned, fine nen, embroidere 
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it. She is not ignorant of what belongs 


1 
3} 
19 
37 


cuous for [Deng principally her own han- 


23. e Her huſband is known'i in the ] 


to her own. © When be comes into the 
courts of judicature, and takes his place 
L amongſt the ſenators of the country, he 


. gance of the robes which ſhe has prepa- 
red for him! Tue beholders pronounce 
F im a happy min; in having ſuch a wife 

ks does him honour in publick as well as 
private; and who, by caſing him of all 
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and girdles. of different kinds curiouſ] 
wrought, which ſhe ſells at a conſider: 
able price to the Phenician 'merchant, - 
"F317 Str ength and honour are her ; 
« « clothing ; 4. and ſhe ſhall rejoice in time 
to come.“ Although in every thing 

 _ ſhe males, whether for ſale or for uſe, 
_ the diſplays a juſt taſte of what 1s both : 
beautiful and ſplendid, ſtill it muſt be re · 
membered, that her chief ornaments ar 
5 a firm and conſtant mind, a modeſt and oh 
becoming deportment, a manner of dea 
ing with all, that is hononrable, niform th. 
and generous; Which, joined to ber oth. 
qualities before mentiol ad, free her from 
all fear about future events, and Prepare 
her to meet affliction, decay, and even - 
death itſelf, with ſerenity and hope- Inne 
26. She openeth her mouth with the 
fe, wiſdom, and in her tongue Is the Jaw | 
Jof kindneſs.” Add to the reſt this pa-. 
ticular praiſe, that, as ſhe preſerves the... 
due mean between taciturnity and loque- 
ciouſneſs, ſo ſhe loves not to talk on fool the 
ich and frivolous ſubjects, but © on ſuch 18 
are ſerious and uſeful; on Which, When 
ſhe can introduce them with propriet) 
ſhe is ſure to deliver herſelf pertinent ſ 
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5 land gracefully. Her lan guage on all oc- 
| ö caſions is ſoft and pleaſin g, expreſſive of 
Wa gentle mind, and a tender heart. From 


Pery opportunity of inculcating on all a- 
N round her, kind. affections and mutual 
ny: | 
7. © She looketh well to the ways 
n & her houſchold, and eateth not the 
. bread of idleneſs. In her own houſe 
pnoſt eſpecially ſhe is ſtudious of convey- 
f ling edification. She obſerves the motions, 


Ihere, whom ſhe neither ſuffers to go a- 


cern, which might alone be thought ſuf- 
Ifcient to employ her; inſomuch, that if 
ſhe did nothing elſe ſhe would yet deſerve: 
the bread ſhe eats. * 

28. Her children ariſe up, 0 call 


5 praiſeth her.“ Happy the children of 
ſuch a mother, whoſe maternal care for 
their proviſion, but much more for their 
education, cannot fail of exciting their 
love and gratitude very early, and of diſ- 
poſing them, when grown up, to > honour 
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: * ſame fund, ſhe is led to embrace e- 


and inſpects the manners of every one 


broad at their pleaſure, nor to labour at 
home without proper inſtruction: a con- 


© her bleſſed: her huſband alſo, and he 
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163 SERMON VI. 
her perſon and venerate her yirtues | 
Happy beyond expreſſion the huſband of 
ſuch a wife! He can never commend her 
ſufficiently. While he attempts the fa- 
vourite ſubject, he is ſo ſtruck with her 
ſurpaſſing worth, that he cannot reſtrain if 
h himſelf from crying out. 25 1 
29. Many daughters have We vir- ar 
& tuouſiy; but thou nee them all.” W ol 
The number of thoſe women who have ar 
* acted worthily, who have mi ightily ad- 
vanced their families, and nobly ſerved {M< 
the generations in which they lived, is not My < 
mall. They are well entitled to n lex 
and I giveit them with pleaſure; but there Nen 
was never any comparable to Thee. Thy bu 
merits, thou beſt of women; and moſt be- 
loved, thy merits var > far tranſcend them 
all! E | 
30 « W is Aesch, F hetany 
is vain ; but a woman that feareth the 
“ Lord, the ſhall be praiſed A good Wu: 
completion and fine bug are no doubt 
engaging. A graceful mein and tovely 
features are yet more ſo. But as the 
greateſt beauty ſoon fades, and at laſt ya- 
niſhes, f5, alas ! many ill qualities may lie 
concealed under al theſe fair APPRAFANCES; 
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fach, indeed, as utterly to AGppoint eve- 
W ry hope of happineſs from that quarter . 
A truly pious woman, one who is go- 
verned throughout by a ſenſe of duty, and 
who, to all her other excellent qualities, 
adds that reverence for God, which gives 
| them at once elevation and ſtability-— ſlie, 
and ſhe alone, is the completely amiable 
object, who will always impart delight, 
and always deſerve approbation. _ 
31: * Give her of the fruit of ber ? 
<« hands, and let her own works praiſe 
her in the gates.” Let all conſpire to 
Jextol her character; for I cannot do it 
enough. Let her never want her juſt tri- 
bute 22 commendation. W bile ſome are 
[magnified for their high birth, ſome prized 
m {Wor their great fortune, others admired for 
their {mgular beauty, and otherscried up 
for attainments of no intrinſick, or of no 
confiderable value; let her perſonal con- 


od Nluct and her Tapetiour qualities be cele- 
bt prated with peculiar honours in the lar- 
ely {Welt aſſemblies; Where, indeed, if all men 
he hould he Ment, that conduct and thoſe 


malities would reſound her praiſe. Tg 
What a deſcription 1 is here! Can you 

ttend to it without emotion 4 Or have 
vor. I. P | 


modern manners ſo warped your minds, 


Tell me then in good earneſt, were the 
women of thoſe days the leſs eſtimable, 


 walte their lives! in a round of diſſipation 


firſt rank amongſt them, as we are inform- i © 
ed by the oldeſt and beſt authors, held it bob 


took preat delight in ſuch occupation 
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that the ſimplicity of ancicnt virtue, in- 
ſtead of : appearing to you an object of ve. 
neration, looks romantick and ridiculous? 


* 
F PR f A ͥ · rr 
r V = 


or the leſs attractive, that they did not 


and! impertinence, but employed them in 
Works of 1 ingenuity and 7 0% of pie- 
ty and mercy ; that even wome!1: Lof the 


no diminution to apply their hands to dif- WM © 
f crent kinds of manufacture; that they 4 
* 


and finally, that good houſewifery, f in all Ino 


its extent, was reckoned an eſſential qua- 


lification of every matron? of 
I am ſufficiently ſenſible of the influence pes 
that the cuſtoms of different ages ang na- it 
tions have on the modes of thinking that bis 
ſucceſſively obtain; nor do I expect, that dal 
in this land called Chain. which ou g ht he 
10 be ancqualled on account of its attain prel 


ments, as much as it is on that of its ad Gut 
Vamage, our mothers or our dau glue Wiiic 
0 , N in be peraged by any thing en 


8 E RM . 
1 can ſay to emulate the humble 
. andeur of many a noble lady, of many | 
EF fair princeſs, 1 in former generations. Yet 
lan not without hope that ſome of them 
may be induced to copy, thcugh at a di- 
ſtance, thoſe modeſt but exalted ori iginals, 
Bf mentioned our daughters, as well as 
| mothers : becauſe I would not have them 
E think that they have nothing to learn from 
I the picture we have juſt ſurveyed. Wquld 
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: : the Virtuous Woman, ſo ſwectly Por- | 
F trayed by! Lemuel's mother, and ſo parti- 
A. cularly mar ked by the characters of mar- 
ned and maternal excellence, have been 
l what ſhe was, if in her ſingle {tate ſhe had = 


not ftudied the neceſſar principles ? e 


After looking at ſo ſublime a ſtandard, 
Iam well aware, that any thing I catt-2ow | 


offer on this part of my fubje& will ap- 
pear to ſink. Lam ſorry for! it. But ſince 


it muſt be ſo, let the mortifying ſenti- 
ment be felt by all, as a juſt ſatire on the 
nal declenſion of this age. 10 ſay the truth, 
he zeal of the preacher 1 is too much de- 
preſſedl by That conſileration, to bear hin 
out mM ur ging our young women to a cloſe 
e Imitation of what however he muſt always 
ing aire, In ſhort, "when e ſpeak of 

| 84 


: aber to ſpeak in a lower key. Would 


common rudiments; thet they were un- 


> ever ſtation. To ſee that time which, hould 


ver the intereſts of perhaps A numerous fa- 


ſiting and gaming, in chambering and 


* 
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good houſewifery now-a-days, we muſt 


to heaven, that of this ſcience many mo- 
thers would teach their daughters but the 


faſhionable enough to educate them to be 
fit for any thing beyond mere ſhow | 
What do not great families ſuffer daily 
fromtheincap pacity, or inattention, of thoſe 
miſtreſſes that leave all to hopſe-keepers 
and other ſervants | How many large c- 
ſtates might be ſaved from ruin by a wiſer 
conduct! I muſt ſay. it once more, that no 
woman in the world ou ght to think it be- 
neath her to be an &conomiſt. An ceconc- | 
miſtisacharatertruly reſpectable, in what- 


be laid out in examining the accounts, re- 
gulating the operations, and watching o- 


21 


mily to ſee it loſt, _worle than loſt, in vi- 


ee wantonneſs,” is ſhocking... It is ſo, let 
the! incomes be as certain as conſiderable, 
or as immenſe, as you will; though, by 
che way, they are hardly ever ſo immenſe 
in reality as they often appear, But where, 
on the contrary, they are both moderate „b 
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. | and precarious; a conduct of this Kind we 
b Y have no words to ſtigmatize as it deſerves. 
Merchants and tradeſmen that marry 
ſuch women are ſurely objects of ſingular 
; compaſſion, if indeed they were deceived 


into an opinion, that the woman they have 
choſen for their partners were taught this 
Encceſſary piece of knowledge. But very 
ſeldom, as matters are managed at pre- 
ſent, have they ſuch deception to plead for 
their choice. Is it poſſible they can beigno- 
rant in what manner young ladies are bred 
0 Wat molt of our Boarding-ſchools? And do 
they not ſee in what manner they generally 
- {Wochave on coming home? Some of them, 
i- WW acknowledged before, when placed in 
u Whouſes of their own, appear to much more. 
eNdvantage than could be reaſonably ex- 
peted. But, J repeat the queſtion 1 then 
ked, Is ſo great a chance, in an affair of 
i uch conſequence, to be relied upon = 
od WY It muſt be owned alfo, that, in this age, 
let Nhe order or figure of a table is pretty well 
le, nderſtood, as far as relates to ſplendour 
by ind par Ade But, would it not be worth. 
our While to improve upon the art, by 
earnin gto connect fru galit ywith ele 'gance 3 E 
aleo produce a genteel, or, however, a good 
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appearance, from things of leſs expence? 
I know it is difficult, eſpecially in great ci- 


ties; but I am ſure it is laudable, and de- 
Res to be attempted. This you may de- 


pend upon, that moſt men are highly plea- 
{ed to obſerve ſuch ceconomical talents in 
a young woman; and thoſe talents in one 
That is married will ſcarce ever fail to ani- 
mate thę application, excitethe generoſity, 
and heighten the confidence of a huſband. 
The contrary difcoura ges and diſguſts be- 
yond expreſſion ; OF® mean, where the hu- 


ſband has any ſobriety, or any prudence. 


The follies inſeparable from profuſſ on, and 
the miſeries daily produced by it, I do not 
pretend to enumerate. Amomentꝰs conſi 


| deration will convinceyou, that it isalways 


un wiſe, and muſt be generally deſtructive. 
Next to direct profufionis that indiſpoſi- 


tion to faraily-affirs, which too common- 
ty follows on hablrs of diſſipation contract- 

edearly. A young . woman who has turned 
her thoughts to Tv! matters in her fa- 


ther? DH hs or any other where Providence 
ma Y have diſpoſed her lot, and who has 
been accuſtomed to acquit herſelf well in 


: any! leſſer de part mententruſted to her care; 


will afterwards, when. her province is (N- 


brat, — BY} ft A — * 
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larged, ſlide into the duties of it with 
: a and pleaſure. The particulars 
have already paſſed through her mind. 
be different ſcenes, as they riſe, will 
not diſconcert her. Being acquainted 
with the leading rules, and having had 
ſome opportunities of applying them, or 
of ſeeing them applied, her own good ſenſe 
will dictate the reſt, and render eaſy and 
agreeable to ber that which, to a modiſli 
lady, is all ſtrange, perplexing, and wk- 
ſome. How ſtrong the contraſt! Who does 
not perceive where the preference i is due? 

Hear what a maſterly writer, who ſeems 
to have been well acquainted with the 
world, and particularly with the commer- 
cial part ef it, has advanced on this head, 

in his advice to a ſon, where he is di- 
recting him as to the choice of a wife. 
This bear always m mind, that if ſhe 
« is not frugal, if the is not what is called 
$.4g Good Manager, if ſhe does not pique 
©« herſelf on her knowledge of family- 
4 affairs, and laying out her money to 
« the beſt advantage; let her be ever ſo 
© ſweetly tempered; gracefully made, cr 
&..elegantly;accomplithed, ſhe is no wife 
Toy or a tradeſman: and, (he even adds), 


176 SERMON VI. 
all thoſe otherwiſe amiable talents v „ 
but open juſt ſo many ways to ruin,“ 
Afterrelating a little ſtory, full of inſtruc- 
tion, he thus goes on: © In ſhort, re- 
© member your mother, WhO was ſo 
© exquiſitely verſed in this art, that her 
& dreſs, her table, and every they par- 
<« ticular, appeared rather ſplendid than 
<« otherwiſe; and yet good houſewifery 
«© was the foundation of all; and her 
„ bills, to my certain Enowledge, were 


& bours, who had hardly cleanlineſs to 
< boaſt, in return for their auk ward pro- 
„ digality.” . 

But perhaps you will tell me, that you 


qualities in any ſphere of conſequence. 


uncertain, you ought to acquire them in 
caſe of need; beſides, in fact, there is no 
ſituation Where the general principles of 
frugality arè not neceſſary, on the ſcore 
both of diſcretion and charity. In the 
mean while, the acquiſition will be ho- 
W  nourable, and the ſtudy uſcful. It not 
only becomes your ſex, but will employ 
your minds innocently, and victuoully, at 


a fourth leſs than moſt of her neigh- 


may never have - occaſion to exert ſuch 


The anſwer is obvious. As the future is 
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hours wWhicli you might be tempted to 


ö Send! in a very different manner. The 
ſabject is not intricate ; yet it admits of a 
E conſiderable detail, and will take up ſome 
time. The learning to write a fair hand, 


and to caſt accounts with facility; ; the 


looking into the diſpoſitions and practices 


. of ſervants ; ; the informing yourſelves a- 


bout the prices of every thing needful for 


a family, together with the beſt me- 
| thods, and propereſt ſeaſons for providing. 


it; the obſerving, whatever relates, to 


; cleanlineſs and neatneſs | in the furniture. : 
and apartments of a houſe ; the under- 
| ſtanding how to deal with domeſticks, 


| tradeſmen, and others; above all, the 


obtaining every poſſible light with relation 
management, and educa- I 

| tion of children—-theſe and ſuch like ar- 
ticles will, if I miſtake not, furniſh Al 


to the nurſing, m 


ple ſcope. for the exerciſe of your facul- 
ties, in the purſuit of what J have termed 
Domeſtick Accompliſhments. Nor would 1 
have you deſpiſe any one of them as trivial, 
or dull. If they ſhould ſeem either, you 
muſt give me rk to ſay the fault is in 
you. If on any pretence whatever vou 
ſhould affect to call them ſo, 1 ſhould 


<6 


deem it a mark of---But I forb ear; and, 
for your encouragement to ſuch applica- 
tion, would take notice, that from what 


is thus neceſſary and beneficial, you may, 


time after time, paſs, with a tranſition 


often imperceptible, to what is alſo pret- 


ty and entertaining. Which leads me to 
ſpeak, 

In the ſecond; W of the Elegant 
Accompliſhments J propoſed to recom- 


mend. Of theſe all will be found con- 
ſiſtent with Chriſtian Sobriety, and ſeveral 
conducive to it. Where morals are not 


in ſome meaſure concerned, the peculier 
modes of an age can Kral no matcrial 


difference. Some particulars, I am now 
to touch upon, might not ſuit that un- 
ſettled and perſecuted ſtate which the firſt 


profeſſors of Chriſtianity were in, nor that 
diſtinguiſhed ſeverity of manners which 


- would naturally ariſe out of ſach a con- 


dition, as well as out of their late ſepara- 


tion from paganiſin; and yet thoſe things 


may be no way improper in a Chriſtian 
woman of theſe times, when religion 1 1 


eſtabliſhed, when property is ſecured, and 


Win the he prevalence of a «ore fiprem me- 
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hy benevolent has nothing to fear from a 
| jealous policy, or a bigoted prieſthood. 

8 To begin with that exerciſe which wo- 
men appear almoſt univerſally fond of, 
but which ſcrupulous minds have uſually 
thought exceptionable. For my own part, 

| I mult acknowledge, I can ſee no reaſon 
for declamation againſt the moderate and 
| diſcreet uſe of dancing. To every 
[ thing, (ſays Solomon), there is a ſea- 
| © ſon, and a time to every purpoſe under 
{© the heaven: (among the reſt) -a 
| © time to dance.“ Even thoſe purſuits 
which all approve, and approve moſt 
highly, may be abuſed. Nothing is ex- 
empt from ſnares: but one of the worſt is 
a diſpoſition to be peeviſh, illiberal, and 
unſociable. In the Jewiſh inſtitution, it 
is well Known, the exerciſe in queſtion, 
was adopted into religious worſhip itſelf. 
It is yet more remar kable, that in the 
parable of the prodigal ſon our Saviour 
mentions We e making a part of 
ke friendly and honed feſtivity indulged _ 
„ Jon his return. The ſingle inftance re- 
4 corded in the New Teſtament, wherein it 


Vas perverted to a pernicious parpaſe: ha . 
been weakly urged a yon? a practice that, 
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uſed with temperance and prudence, is 
certainly adapted to promote health and 
good humour, a ſocial ſpirit, and kind 
affections between the ſexes, with that 
_ eaſy graceful carriage, to which nature 
has annexed very pleaſing perceptions in 
the beholders. 

With reſpect to this lat, it ſeems to 
me, that there can be no impropriety in 
it, any more than in modulatin Jr the voice 
into the moſt agreeable tones in ſmging; 


7 to which none, I think, will object. What 


is dancing, in the belt ſenſe, but the har- 
mony of motion rendered more palpable! 
Aukwardneſs, ruſticity, ungraceful ge 
ſtures, can never ſurely be meritorious. 
It is the obſer vation of a celebrated phi- 
loſopher, who was deeply ſkilled on molt 
ſubjects, that © the principal part of beau. 
65 0p. 28: 5 decent and gracious motion.” 
And here one cannot help regretin g that 
this, which may be conſidered, in ſome 
meaſure, as the virtue of the body, is not 
oftener ſeen in our country, as if wa {ole 
deſign. of dancing were to ſupply. the 
amuſement of the hour. A modeſt, but 
animated mein, an air at once unaffected 
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and noble, are doubtleſs circumſtances of 
great attraQion and delight . 

I faid a Modeſt mein; for that mutt 
W never be given up: And'on this account, 

Ion, I cannot much approve of a young 
hdy's daricing often in publick aſſembles, 
| which, without a ſingular guard, muſt gra- 

| dually \ wear off that lovely baſhfulneſs ſo 
largely inculcated in a former diſcourſe. 
Private circles conſiſting chiefly of friends 

and relations, and where perſons of more 

years than the younger performers are 

preſent, 1 ſhould eſteem in every ref; pect 
the moſt eli gible. Where ſuch precautions 
are obſerved,” and this diverſion is not ſuf- 
fered to interfere with health, regularity, 
i- modeſt apparel, and prudent expence; 1 
reely confeſs, that I am one of tholt 
who'can look on with a very ſenſible ſa- 

faction, well pleaſed to ſee a company 
tf young people joyful with innocence, 
nd happy in each other. IF an exerciſe ſo 
ociable, and {6 enlivening, were to occupy 
ome part of that time which is laviſhed 
dn cards, would the youth of either ſex be 
vlers by it? I think not. 3 
Having mentioned Cards, I will uſe the 


freedom, unpleaſing as it may prove, or 
Vor. I. 2 
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ill-bred as it may ſeem, to offer a few 
plain remarks on the paſſion for them, 
which is now become fo ſtrangely predo- 
minant, as to take the lead of every thing 


elſe in almoit every company of every 
rank. With many indeed it ſeems to be 


a calling, and, as a witty author has ob- 


they tall night and day at, nay, do 


c 
; EF: 
ſerved © a laborious one too, ſuch as if < 
n 
„ not allow themſelves that remiſſion Ml v 

0 


% which the laws both of God and man 
have provided for the meaneſt me- 
e chanick. The Sabbath is to them no Ml d 
« day of reſt; but this trade goes on n 
{+ when all ſhops are ſhut.- I know not, B 
(continues he), how they ſatisfy them in 
ſelves in ſuch an babitual waſte: of their IM 18 
„ time; but, I much doubt, that plea, i nc 
« whatſoever it is, Which paſſeth with by 
% them, will ſcarce hold weight at Hu T 
„ tribunal who hath commanded. ps do ca 
{© redeem, not fling away our time.” MW no 
To the ſame occupation what numbeßn f, 
l their health and ſpirits, with eve 
ry natural pleaſure that depends on thele, 
not excepting even the comforts of frdl 
air; purſuing it in the country with the 
lame unghaing ardour as in un, a5 
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to all the beauty and ſweetneſs of rural 
ſcenes, in the fineſt ſeaſon, preferring 
the ſuffocating atmoſphere of perhaps a 


every day, if poſſible, crowd round the 


glect of buſineſs and ſtudy, what ruin of 
credit, of fortune, of families, of con- 
nections, of all that is valuable in this 


of, Who can expreſs ? 
I ũwill fuppoſe, my fair hearers, nay, I 


mtrodace him, as the ſpirit of Gaming? 
Is not this laſt a el ſiend; and does 
not he, like moſt other tempters, advance 


Tell me, in ſober ſadneſs, what ſecurity 


22 


— 


ſmall apartment, where they regularly, 


card- table for hours together! What ne- 


world, often follows the ine, I * 


do hope, that the demon of Avarice * 
not yet taken poſſeſſion of your hearts. 
But do you know any thing ſo likely to 


by flow ſteps, and with a ſmiling aſpect? 


can/ you. have, that the love of play will 
not lead you to the love of gaming * 5 
ber] Between theſe I know there is a di- 

eve ſtiniop . But is it not a diſtinction, at 

beſt; reſembling that between twilight and 
darkchelv > and does not one ſucceed the 
other alot as naturally! ? The former, 
at firſt, is cheerful and ſerene, retaining 
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ſome rays of pleaſantry : and good u- 
mour; but by little and little theſe diſ- 
appear. A deepening: ſhade takes place ; 
till at laſt, every emanation of mirth and 
good nature dying away, all is involved! in 
the gloom of anxiety, ſuſpicion, envy, 
dif; guſt, and every dreadful. paſſion that 

lours in the train of covetouſneſs. I ſay 
5 not, that this always happens; - but Taſk 
again, what ſecurity is there that it will 
not happen to you? Did not every game- 
ſter in the world, whether male or feel 
begin juſt Where you do * 20 Anddis it not 
probable, that many of that! infamous 


tribe had once as litile apprehenſion as 
vou tan have of proceeding” thoſe lens gihs 
to Which they have ſince run, OI 
the natural progreſs of vice, no hwhete 


more eng or more N chan in 


. 58 let us ſuppoſe the deſi of Aubin g N 


ſhould in yon never riſe to that rage, 
which agitates the breaſt of many a fine 


ove diſeompoſes thoſe features, and in- 
flames thoſe eyes, where nothing Yhould' 
4 e ſoft: illumination Are there” 


not lower degrees in the thirft:of gain, 
which a liberal md would erer carefully 


„il Þagtnod? 1 29: 
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: avoid? - And pray conſider ; when, either 
W by. ſuperiour ſkill, or what is called better 
luck, you happen to ſtrip her of her money, 
Jof that money which it is very poſſible 
ſhe can ill ſpare, an acquaintance, a com- 
panion, a friend, one whom you profeſs 
lat leaſt to love Abd honour, perhaps at 
the very moment to entertain with all the 
ſacred rites of hoſpitality----is there no- 
thing unkind, nothing ſordid, in giving 
way to that which draws after it ſuch con- 
ſequences ? Is this the ſpirit of friendſhip. 
or humanity? ?.----Blefſed God! how does 
we paſſion I condemn deprave the wor- 
lie affections of nature ; and how does. 
that bewitchin g power, it Faſhion of the 
imes, per vert even the beſt underſtand- 
ugs, when reſigned to its impoſtures! 
Nor is it the laws of humanity and 
nendſhip only that are tranſgreſſed by 
he luſt of gaming. Ihe ſweet emotions 
f love and tenderneſs between che ſexes 
re often ſwallowed up by this all- devour- 
ig appetite; an appetite, which perhaps 
dre Neyond any thing elſe, tends to harden 
in, Ind contract the heart, at the ſame men 
l at the. immoderate indulgence uf itl ex 
4 Fades a thouſand httle reciprocations of 
e 
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| ſentiment and Joy, which would ſerve to 
' kindle and feed the flame of virtuons af- 
fection. How much converſation ſuffers 
from it, who does not perceive? 

1 Here, indeed, you will tell me, with an 
air of triumph, that it prevents a great 
deal of ſcandal. What then, are your 
minds ſo unfurniſhed, fo vacant, that 
without cards you tint necefſarily fly to 

that wretched refource ? Creation, provi-· N e 

dence, religion, books, obſervation, fan- 

cy; do theſe preſent ſo narrow a field of n 

entertainment, as to force you on the al- 

ternative of preying either on the reputa 
tion or on the property of others ?---Put, 
now I recollect, while you poſſeſs an art 
of ſach utility as this laſt, for filling up 
the blanks of diſcourſe, as well as for re- 
Pairing the waſtes of extravagance, why 
thonld you give yourſelyes any trouble to 
read or thinks, to enlarge your ideas, 0 
improve your facultics beyond the uſual 
ſtandard?” Surely the knowledge of th 
moſt faſhionable games, of the, moſt re 


37 IJ" J4 


markäble characters, of the reigningÞ..1 
| , 0 des and amuſe ments of the ſeaſon with the 
ES of common place compliments, re ral 
"9a ark, a and matters of fact; dut e ſpecialſ ru 
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ſome paſſages of private hiſtory, told by 
way of ſecret to all the world, 18 quite ub. 

| ficient; by the help of a little vivacity 
which Nature will ſupply, to accompliſh 
you-for every purpoſe of modern ſociety. 
+--Alas! how poor is all this! How un- 
worthy the principal attention of beings 
made < but a little lower than the an- 
gels and profeſſing to believe i in the 
communion of ſaint ss 
But are there not many 18 3 
| nies, in which it were pollible to ſpend a 
long evening with any tolerable caſe, „ or 
propriety, but by borrowing aſliſtance 
from the card-table? I grant it, as things 
are now]; and, when you are ſo ſituated, 
your complying with the occaſion 1 may. 8 
both allow able and proper, provided the 
ſtakes are but trifling, your tempers not 
ruffled, and what you win or loſe 3 18 agreed 
to be given away in charity. By. this 
means, perhaps, you may male to 
yourſelves friends of the AR of 
© /unrighteouſneſs,?? . i 
But tell me, I beſeech deu here! is 
the neceſſity Of, being very often jn, gene- 
) ral companies“? Are theſe the ſcenes of 
rye. Y09mIeut; + What, 8 Ni the heart 
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cannot be unfolded; where the es 
ſtanding has little or no play; here all is 
reſerve, ceremony, ſhow ; where the ſmile 
of complaiſance is frequently put on to 
deceive, and even the warmeſt profeſſions 
of regard are ſometimes made the . cloak 
«© of maliciouſneſs!” * | 

There is not, methinks, any thing more 
contemptible, or more to be pitied than 
that turn of mind, which finding no en- 
tertainment in ilelf, none at home, none 
in books, none in rational converſation, 
nor in the intercourſes of real friendſhip, 
nor in ingenious works of any kind, is 


continually ſeeking to ſtifle reflection in a 


tumult of pleaſures, and to divert Wea- 
rineſs in a crowd. 


But can it be ſuppoſed, Tas even in 
more private meetings people ſhould be 


© always able to paſs the time without 


cards? You ought to ſpeak more plain- 


ly, and ſay, to Kill the time; for that is 


commonly the caſe. By the maſt favour- 
able reckonin: g the greateſt part of thoſe 


hours that are devoted to play is loſt. 


That which was begun for amuſement | is 


| 5 n lengthened out to fatigue. No one im- 


| proving or generous idea is circulated; 
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no one © happy or ſolacing recollection is 

ſecured. be whole 1 is to be ſet down as #Þ 
a large Portion of the ſpan of life cut off q 
I without advantage and without ſatisfac- 
uon, as far as virtue or reaſon f is con- ; 
cerned.” CERT | = 5 [ 


[3 What the” (hall we I w when. toge- | N 
0 ther! Ne Do! Why, converſe, or hold # 
your, tongues, as good ſenſe and ynaf= | 


fected 1 nature prompt to either. Do! 1 
Why, work, read, ſing, dance, laugh, | 
and look. grave, by, turns, as. occaſion 
ſerves .: any thing in the world that is in- vj 
cent, 7. ther 0 eternal play. For per- 
ons in al the, gaietypf health and ſpright- bi 
neſs of youth ; perſons not relaxed by 
nſirmity, or * 5 by buſmeſs; 3. per- 
ons with numberleſs ſources of fchght 

ad c open to them, and every natural re- 

ih be ly and ſtrong. for them to be at 


1 loss 1 to ſpend a ſingle evening with- 
„Dot cards, Phat a ee of nec 13 


nan mind!“ Os - ofer6crerr 


G 1 5 to corroborate. an, e 


heh to me appears. 8 ſuch impor FRB: 
Sl Say ſelf of, the epi 
iter now hy: ng, yy who is not le nene 


ble For the force than for peng Ua 
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His pen Complaining of the fatal pal 
4 fon for play, he mentions, amongſt other 
maiſchiefs to which it leads, its tendency 
to deſtroy all diſtinctions both of rank 
“and ſex; to cruſh all. emulation but 
© that of fraud; to confound the world 
in a chaos of folly: ; to with-hold: youth 
from its natural pleaſures, deprive vit 
of its influence, and beauty of its ra. 
* charms; to extinguiſh the flames of 
the lover, as well as of the patriot ; to me 
_ *© fink be into a tedious uniformity, and 
to allow it no other hopes or fears but 
{© thoſe of robbing and being robbed. 
« (He adds, in the ſame animated ſtyle) er 
That if thoſe of your ſex WhO haf 
minds capable of nobler ſentiments or 
Will unite in vindication of their plea- Net 
| « {ares and their prerogatives, they may v 
= « fix a time at which cards ſhall ceaſe it 
| be in faſhion, or be left only to thol ju 
. e bave neither. beauty to be loved 
1 nor ſpirit to be feared ; neither knowlea 
bl 64: — to teach, nor modeſty to learn em 
and Who, having paſted their youth "ue: 
« vice, are juſtly n nen to ſpe ad 
« their age ts folly;'2: ir 14751045 om 
But 1 N to a more agreeable taſi N nuc 


"4 
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chat of recommending, in the next place, 
chaſe ingenious - works mentioned a little 
while ago. | 

As to Needle-work m W we 
ind it ſpoken of in Scripture with com- 
mendation. Its beauty and advantages are 
univerſally apparent. It was practiſed by _ 
ladies formerly, and ladies of the firſt 
rank, much more than it is at preſent. 
They indeed had much more leiſure than 
moſt of their poſterity . They were ſimple 
enough, I ſuppoſe, to be in love with 
home, and to ſeek their happineſs in their 
uty, Of that duty they conſidered dili- 
genee as a part; nor does it appear to 
have in the leaſt cramped their imagina- 
ions. OF their {kill in this way we have 
een very laudable monuments. They on- 
y wanted. inſtruction in the principles of 
he Fine Arts, to give their performances 
juſter taſte. At any rate, their time 
rould by ſuch means paſs away more 
eafantly. They would be under little 
emptation of wandering abroad; conſe- 
Jently they would eſcape infinite ſnares | 
and inconveniencies. Then too, private 
onverſation would be cultivated, on a 
nuch more rational footing; and many 
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a pleaſing diſcuſſion would' ariſe on the 


_ 


. ſubject - of their various productions, 
Their fancies, called forth by a thouſand 
prettineſſes, and kept up by the ſpirit of 
elegant emulation, would of courſe be 
poliſhed and exalted. This, I believe, 
will be found true, that thoſe females of 
the preſent age, who have reſolution e- 
- nough to copy {o antiquated an example 
ſeldom fail to prove the moſt entertain 
mg companions. 

I once knew a lady noble betty 107 birth, 
but more noble by her virtues, who never 
fatidle in company, unleſs when compel: 
ed to it by the punctilio of ceremony, 
which ſhe took care ſhould. happen as 
rarely as poſlible Being a perfect mi 
ſtreſs of her needle, and having an excel 
lent taſte in that, as in many other things, 
her manner, whether at home, or abroad 
with her friends (for friends ſhe had, 
though a woman of faſhion and bred at 
court) was to be conſtantly engaged i 
working ſomething uſeful or ſomething 
beautiful; at the ſame time that ſhe af 
_ ſiſted in ſapporting the converſation, with 
an attention and capacity which 1 have 
Never ſeen exceeded. For. the ſake of vi 
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nety and improvement, when, in her own 
honlt; ſome one of the company would 
okten Had aloud, while ſlie and her fe- 
male viſitants were thus employed, I 
maſt add, that, during an intimate ac- 
ö quaintance of e years, I do not re- 


ooſing money at play, and making her 
gueſts defray the pense of the enter- 
tainment. | 
Permit me, before 1 an: this article, 
to offer a hint or two that may not be un- 


minate and laborious kind of work, which 


is often practiſed by young ladies, I ſhonld 


ng ſtrained; much leſs time would be 


d, they would produce a ck better ef- 
ect. They would give, beyond compari- 
on, more ſcope to the imagination; they 
ould exhibit an eaſe, a gracefulncſs, and 
flow, that ought to enter, as much as 
ollible, into all works of taſte; and as 


Nor I. R 
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member to have ſeen her once driven to 
| the polite neceſſity of either winning or 


worth y your obſeryation .. Inſtead of that 


think that ſlighiter and freerpatterns would, 
for the Mmolf part, be greatly pe 
he ſight would be in no danger of be- 


required to Giſh them; and, when ftmiſh- 


hey would admit a far greatcr multjpli- i 
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city of ornament, ſo likewiſe the purpoſe 
of utility would be prompted in a far 
higher degree. 
The buſineſs of ſhadin g with the needle 
is now, comparatively, ſeldom thought of 
but at ſchool, where it is frequently taught 
in apaltry, aud always in a defective man- 
ner, thou gh certainly deſerving of particu- 
lar attention. The diſpoſition, harmony, 
and melting of colours in this way, afford 5 
one of the feſt exerciſes to female genius, Ml | 
and one of the moſt amuſing that can be fl & 
imagined; beſide that ſuch productions are Ml q 
the moſt permanent. 1 
But the truth is, nothing complete or di- w 
ſtinguiſhed in thoſe attempts can be expeci- MW q 
ed, while the proper foundation is ſo gene- N v. 
rally omitted to be laid; I mean drawing, nw | 
which is e 
The third e e I 4 take 
the libert y to inculcate. That many more 
young ladies would be found qualified for 
ſuch a ſtudy than is uſually apprehendec 
I cannot doubt. Several, Lam certain, have 
applied to it with the ane ſucceſs and 
; pleaſure, who, before they began did not 
promiſe themſelves the leaſt. It is truly 
, ſurpriling that ſo few of our more intell- 


gent females ſhould fʒliow a deſire of being 
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inſtructed in ſo pleaſing an art, at a time 
too when it is to be learnt with ſuch advan- 


tage and encouragement. 
None can be! ignora nt, that the principles 


preſent; owing clnefly to che patronage of 
a ſociety, char reflects the greateſt credit 
on this country, : and on this age. But here 


—_— — 


ledgement which we joyfully make, that 
ſeveral honourary rewards have been moſt 
| delervedly gain ed by young ladies of rank. 
and character, for ſpecimens of ingenuity, 
| which, it is to 15 hoped, their grand-chil- 


with honeſt pride: 


2 WM If ſuch of you, my nile hearers, a as 


are in a ſituation to try v hether Nature has 


ke WW given you talents for this beautiful accom- 
ore ¶ pliſhrment;) would fairly make the eſſay, you 
for might very probably open toyourſelves, and 
eto your friends, a ſpring of entertainment 


ae that would never run dry; that would con- 


andi tribute to improve; while it delighted you, 
not dy adding to your ideas! of elegance and 
uh grace; that would prevent many a folly, 
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and practice of ar awing were never under- 
{tood amongſt us to the height they are at 


| Juſtice to your ſex demands an acknow- 


dren Will one day mention ag. emulate 


and many a ſin, which proceed from idle- 
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neſs; and be not hurt if I add, that would 
prove the means of future me ſhould 
it pleaſe the Supreme Waildom to reduce 

you to a ſtate of dependence... 453. 01 
There are other pretty works, extreme- 
ly proper for female hands, which I nec Wt 
not ſpecify here, ſince ſeveral of the re- £ 
marks alr cady made will, I preſume, be l 
applicable tothem. Let it ſuffice to ſay, in 2 
general, that whatever is uſeful, in ſuch o- i 
cupations, ſhould always claim your rc- i 7 
gard, when you have leiſure and capacity. 
'The former you will ſeldom want, if you il 
have learnt to portion out your time wit 
judgment; and in the latter you onght Ml 1 
V 
0 


never to pronounce! yourſelves defectiy e, 
before you have honeſtly tried. 

The laſt eee e. of the EP omit n 
1 Which 0 h. 1 mention, 18 Muſick. þ 
This, I conceive, is to be recommended o 
with more diſcrinination than the reit, l 

how much ſoev er ſucha notion may contra-· r 
dict the prevailing opinion. It is very true, c 
there, are young ladies who, without an) 
particular advantage of a natural ear r j; 
good voice, have, by means of circum· WI t 
| ſtances peculiarly; favourable; made great e 
proficiency in Tg 8: but it is as true t. 


* - 
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that they have made it a vaſt expence of 
time and application; ſuch as no woman 
ought to beitow upon an object, to which 


ſhe is not carried ax hors irreſiſtible N 88 
| of genius. - 


In many other arts it is poſſible for ori- 


rey talents to he dormant, , till called up 
| by aſſiduity or accident; but where there 
is a ſtrong; propenſion to this, it will, I 
imagine, hardly forbear to burſt ont, by 


means of the tranſcendant pleaſure der- 
ved from it on all occaſions. If it do not, 

if even the beſt miuſick can be heard with. 
outa degree of delight bordering on tranſ- 


port; hers the practice will never re- 


ward the pains neceſſary for acquiring it; 
or, there bein g no native veinof excellFnee 
in that way, it will, as has been common- 


ly obſerved, be diſcontinued on a change 


of condition; in which caſe you loſe the 
labour of years, that might have been di- 


rected with n benelit into dome other 5 


channel. 1 1 ; I WELY | 
Be this as it may, you: will readily al- 


low that for a young lady, who has mo 


tuvn for the ſtudy I am ſpeaking of to be 


condemned both to mortify kerſelf, and 


to Puniſfi ber acquaintance, by ien 
R 3 
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every leſſon put. into her hands, is a very 


auk ward ſituation, however much her 
maſter may, for the ſake of his craft, flat- 
ter her and her friends; aſſurin g chem, 
perhaps with an air of great ſolemnity, 


that he never had a better ſcholar in all 
his life. If ſhe whole attainments in this 


kind are but indifferent, could be content- 
ed to amuſe herſelf, and thoſe of her own 


: family, now and then, with an air that 


happened to pleaſe them, it were well: 
but how does a judicious hearer blaſh for 


the poor beginner, when ſet down by 
the command of a fond parent to enter- 


tain perhaps a large company, as we have 
often ſeen, with performing that of which 
ſheF{carce knows the very radiments ; 
while all 1s diſappointment on their part, 
and, if ſhe have any ne con- 
| fuſion on hers! 

Is the preacher then an enemy to mu- 


fick ? Much the reverſe. Where there 1s 


4 real genius for it, improved by art, and 
regulated by ſentiment, nothing ſurely 
A. be more charmin g or more affecting. 


Is! importance in the ancient Jewiſhi wor- 


ip is well known.” Of its beauty and 
alekölnels ut our cearkhbsz hen con- 
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duced in a manner ſuitable to its ſacred 
purpoſe, and not proſtituted to levity, or 
perverted by oſtentation, I am not in- 
ſenſible. Its influence in all ages and na- 
tions ſtands univerſally confeſſed. It is 


founded in ſome of the ſtrongeſt percen- 


tions of Nature, where- ever ſhe has ſcen 


| fit to confer a lively ſenſibility to the me- 
| lody of ſounds, 


But how much is it 75 hs ma; that 


{ this wonderful charm of melody properly 


ſo called, together with the whole merit 
of expreſſion, ſhould be ſacrificed, as we 


| frequently find, to the proud but poor 
affectation of mere trick and execution; 
that, inſtead of rendering the various 
combinations of ſounds, a powerful in- 


ſtrument of touching the heart, exciting 


agreeable emotions, or allaying uneaſy 


ſenſations, as in the days of old, it ſhoald 
be generally degraded into an idle amuſe- 


ment, devoid of dignity, devoid of mean- 
ing, abſolutely deyoid of any one ingre- 


dient that can inſpire delightful ideas, or 


engage unaffected applauſe! What lover 
ofthis enchanting art but mult lament, 
that the moſt inſipid ſong winch can dif- 
Brace it 11 no, e heard in Places of 


lady who has learnt ' the common notes, 
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publick entertainment, than every young 


is immediately taught to repeat it in a 
manner ſtill more inſipid; while the moſt 


ſublime and intereſting compoſitions, 


where ſimplicity and greatneſs unite, are 
ſeldom or never thought of in her caſe ; 


as if the female mind were incapable of 


reliſhing any thin 8 [cgi | or 
exalted 

Let me here call. on boars e ſpirit 
of your ſex, to aſſert the rights of good 
ſenſe; and to inſiſt, that thoſe, who are 


entruſted with this branch of their educa- 
tion, ſhall not fail to introduce them, as 


early as polſſible, into an. acquaintance 


- with whatever is molt beautiful and noble 


in the article of melody. The morc 
thorough knowledge of harmony may 
come afterwards, if you be ambitibus of 
advancing ſo far. In the mean time, 
you will have the ſatisfaction of pleaſing 
the beſt judges, and of entertaining: your- 


ſelves with ſuch pieces as, while the words 
to which they are ſet convey no ſentiments 
but what are elevated or virtuous, ſhall 
ſerve tocrefine and enliven your thouglits, 
tot raiſe your ſpirits into Joyz or compoſe 
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SERMON VII. 201 
them into ſweetneſs; and, on choſen oc- 
caſions, by the diviner {trains of ſolemn 
muſick, to lift your hearts to heaven, 
prove a kind of prelude to the airs of pa- 
radiſe, and prepare you for joining the 
choir k. angels. 
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On Fes emale Virtue, with Trrellefual 
Accom 7 iſPMents. 1 


Din. 1. '8, 9 115 will---that WEMER a- 
dorn themſelves with Sobriety. 


| Prov. i iv. * 6, 8, 9. Set 'I 7 get 
| Underſtanding. ---=Forſake her not, 
and ſhe ſhall preſerve thee: love her, 
and ſhe ſhall keep thee .-----Exalt her, 


8 and ſhe ſhall promote thee.---She ſhall 
% | give to thy head an'ornament of grace: : 

0 a crown 2 of glory ſhall =. deliver io 
4 © thee,” we 

91 eee 7 1 

- IN. a W ile this: dies thateils 

ds certainly a native fund of good ſenſe, 


8 __— {ciences and arts are widely,culti- 
all N vated Where works of genius and taſte, 
ts, in eyery kind, are allowed to abound 3 is 
oe ¶ it not ſome what ſtrange, that the com- 


—— 


_ cept only that the firſt is ſometimes tince 
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mon ſtile of converſation ſhould be ſo lit s 
tle inſtructive or entertaining? How f:]- Hr 


dom do we fall into a company, in Which in 


we learn any thing uſeful, or hear any Jas 


thing whatever above the rate of the mul rie 


titude; ſuch as low jeſts, vulgar conceits, |"! 


incoherent diſputation, or impertinent tat- tic 
tle: How very ſeldom does a thinking de 


man come away from the viſit of an even- In 
jn „delighted with his manner of ou uc 


ing it! 8 who has converſed only with lig 


A ſmall circle of ingenious friends, will by 
hardly conceive what a frivolous, what a a f 


piteous thing, the ordinary ſtrain of com- lee 
pany appears 40 an intelligent by-ſtander. lec 

"The favourite communications of men 
of pleaſure are beyond deſcription corrupt ſx 
and grovelling, with ſcarce any diverſity. 
Thoſe of gay aſſemblies are the quinteſ- 
ſence of dulneſs and diſſimulation; ex- 


tured with a few ſprinklings of ſmartnels, 
and the laſt always concealed under the 
ſpecious colours of civility. As to the 
buſy, the learned, and the grave; the Ndo 
greater part are no ſooner releaſed from 


their reſpective purſuits, that they throw W's 


themſelves ts into a lültleffneſs of diſpo- 


* 
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ſition, that wanders with impatience in 
; queſt of publick diverſion, or diffuſes itſelf. 
nn private through the vacuity of idle talk: 
Jas if there were no medium between ſe- 
riouſneſ. and folly, or as if people could 
not find relief from the ſtretch of applica- 
tion, in the agreeable unbendings of mo- 
derate e e and rational diſcourſe. 
In ſhort, if we want to find a converſa- 
tion enlivened with variety and ſpirit, en- 
lightened by intelligence, and tempered 
by politeneſs, we muſt ſeek for it amongſt 
a few men who join ſentiment to knou- 
ledge, and a few women who join know- 2 
ledge: to vivacity. 

That the number of theſe ſhould be ſo 
ſmall, compared with the untaught and 
the 3 Many, is ſurely matter of 
lamentation. To what thall we chiefly im- 
ute it? To whatelle, but to that whirl 


ic« Mot diſſipation, which, like ſome mighty 
ſs Wortex, has ſwallowed up in a manner all 
he Nronditions and characters? That the 


young indeed ſhould be often carried 
low n the ſtream, till they ſink into inſig- 
ulicance, 1 is not much to be wondered at, 
bow much: ſoever it is to be regreted. 
But, alas! they do not always ſtop there. 


8 
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From what is trivial, how eafi y the tranſi 
tion to what is mean! How quick the de- 
ſcent from thoughtleſſneſs to vice! No- 


chin g, perhaps, requires better ſenſe, or a 


ſtricter guard, than to trifle- without be- 


ing fooliſh, or to be frolickſome without 
ſm. They that would hold faſt their 


righteouſneſs, and not depart from the 


decorum of their character, cannot be 


too careful to regulate their cotiberfiicn, 


as well as their conduct, by the great law 
of reflection, and in the our of gaicty 
itſelk, not to loſe ſight of wiſdom: Put 


| how thould this be expected, where the 
mind is wholly unimproved, where no in- 
ternal reſources are {ſecured in the days of 


youth, but all is left to nature neplected 
by education, and warped by faſhion, or 


to the ſcanty ſupplies. which Company! 


nens, and accidents, aiford ? 


What I would therefore now "OT 1s, 


with the help of God, to perſuade you, 
my fair auditory, to enrich and adom 
your underſtandin 00 with ſuch attain- 


ments, as ſhall render you not only leß 


dependent on external amuſements and 
empty gratifications, but more ſuperiour 
to every thing corrupting and dangerous: 


— 
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ſach as ſhall entertain and edify 5 n t * 
the ſame time, enable you to enjoy ſoli- 
tude, and qualify you to ſhine in conver- 
| fation, even without deſigning it, to in- 
ſpire a mixture of complacence and re- 1 
ſpect ; in fine, to unite decency and ſenſe * 
| with mirth and Joy. Thus would I ſtill lf . 
endeavour to promote that ſpirit of Chri= 
| {tan Sobriety which our apoſtle inculcates, * 
| and by the ſame means contribute. to the 
felicity and dignity of your ſex. 

The paſſage from the Proverbs, which 
I have read to you, by way of a ſe- 
cond. text, requires no commentary; 
and, in truth, I know not any that could 
of o it ue As it is, it muſt ſtrike you 
ed at once with its ſimplicity, tenderneſs, 
or and ſublimity. The Wiſdom or under- 
5 ſanding, ſo beautifully perſonified by So- 
lomon, is doubtleſs, to be conſidered 
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i {chiefly as repreſenting Religion; which is 
ou, Neertainly the higheſt exerciſe of our ra- 
orn {tional powers. But I fee no reaſon for 
aur conceiv ing It to repreſent that only. In 
leſs many parts of his writings it is manifeſtiy 
aud uſed to ſignify Mental improvements, in 


our the proper ſenſe of the phraſe z nor is 


ous; chere any thing ſaid of it here, which 
Y'9 L. I. 8 
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will not, in one degree or another, hold 
true of theſe, when under right direction; 
beſides, in fact, the cultivation of thoſe 
powers to every valuable purpoſe, is un- 


queſtionably a duty which we owe to their 
Author. That the exhortation is addreſſ- 
ed by our inſpired writer to à male ſcho- 
lar, whom, in the manner of eaſtern 


teachers, he calls his ſon, makes no eſſen- 


tial difference in the ſpirit of his doctri znc, 
as] hope will appear from the ſequel. 
The degree of thoſe Intellectual Ac- 
compliſhments which your ſex ſhould aim 
at, I pretend not to determine. That 
muſt depend on the capacities, opportu- 
nities, and encouragements which you ſe- 
; verally enjoy. With regard to all theſe, 


however, this may be ſaid in general, 


that they are better, and more than ma- 
ny of vou ſeem {olicitous to improve. 


As to the firſt indeed, I ſeruple not to 


declare my opinion, that Nature appears 
1 to have formed the faculties of your {ex | 
N for the moſt part, with leſs  VIgOur than 


thoſe of ours; obere ing the ſame di- 
tlinclion here, as in the more delicate 
1 ame, of your bodies. Exceptions we rea- 
dil admit; aud ſuch as do the ic 
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great honour in thoſe particular walks of 
excellence. wherein they have been diſtin- 
guiſhed. But you your ſelves, I think, 
will allow, that war, commerce politicks 5 
exerciſes of ſtrength and dexterity, „ab- 
ſtract philoſophy, and all the abſtruſer 
ſciences are moſt properly the province 
of men. I am ſure thoſe maſculine wo- 
men, that would plead for your ſharing 
any part of this province equally. with us, 
do not underſtand. your true intereſts. 
There 3 is an influence, there is an em- 
| Pire which belongs, to you, and which 1 
with you ever to polleſs: JI mean, that, 
which, has the heart f for its ob ject, and is 
ſecured by meekneſs and modeſty, by 1 ſoft 
Atta ction and virtuous love. W 
1 0 But now I mult. add, that your power 75 
in this way will receive a. large acceſſion 
from the culture of your minds, in the 
o mere elegant and poliſhed branches of 

12 \knowledge. When f ay. fo, Iwould by no 
wx | 27 5 whquate, that you are not capable 
n of the. a n and the fold, in ſuch 
di- m e. * ion, as 18 ſuited to your deſtination 
in life. „Thus, 1 apprehend, does not re- 
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ſineſs chiefly is to read men, in order - 


make yourſelves agreeable and uſeful. ! 
is not the argumentative but the Kent. 


mental talents, which give you. that in- 
ſigbt and thoſe openings into the human 
heart, that lead to your principal Ends as 
women.. Nevertheleſs, in this ſtudy you 


may derive great aſſiſtance from books, 


Without them, in effect, your progreſs 
here will be partial and ih FE Net- 
ther are you to attach yourſelves wholly 
to this ſtudy, important as it is, and 
grateful as you may find it. 
kinds ↄf reading may contr ibute to your 
general improvement and ſ atisfaction, as 


Whatever 


- reaſonable beings deſigned for ſociety, 


yirtue, and religion, will deſerve your at- 
tentive regard. Suffer me to enter a lit- 
s imo the detail. . | 
Firſt, Lwould abies. that Hiſtory, i in 
© which. L include Biography and Memoirs, 
- onght, to employ a conſiderable ſhare. of 

your leiſure. Thoſe pictures which. it ex-· 
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of the paſſions operating in real 
1 genuine characters ; K yirtues 
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BE fairs; oof. the conduct of Divine provi- 


ö dence/{ of the great conſequences that 
often ariſe from little events ; of the weak- 
2 nels of power, and the watilhtin gs of 
E prudence, in mortal men; with the ſud- 
den, unexpected, and Fequcntly unac- 


countable revolutions, that daſh trium- 


phant wickedneſs, or diſappoint preſump- 
| tnous hope ;---the pictures, I ſay, which | 
: Hiſtory exhibits of all-thefe, haye been 
| ever reckoned, by the beſt judges, among 
| the richeſt ſources of it uction nile en- 


Penn ATT oe {Leave 8 


On both Vertiüntt we bed allo re- 


| commend books of Voyages and Travels; 
Ja favourite ſtudy of the celebrated Mr 
Locke. How amuſing to curiofity! How | 


enlarging to our proſpects of mankind! 


How conducive to cure the contracted 


prepoſſeſſions of national pride, and withal 
to inſpire gratitude for the peculiar bleff- 
ings beſtowed upon our country; to ex- 


cite, on one ſide, pity towards the many 
millions of human beings left by myſte- 
rious heaven in ignorance and barbarity 


and to beget, on the other, admiration 5 


75 wilt! 


the” virgics and abilities diſplayed by nup»- 


bers of theſe under all the difady Ant ages 


8 3 
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that tend to darken and overwhelm.them. 
Here too we'wonld mention: Geogra- 
phy, as cloſely: connected with both the 
former; as often uſeful in converfation; 
and in which a competent kill: may be 
acquired with littlo een Wen much 
amuſement. 
T heſe ſeveral ſtudies, to which may be 
added the principal facts, or great out- 
lines of Aſtronomy are beautiful; and 
they are improving. Some of thens pre- 
ſent the moſt intereſting ſcenes ; all con- 
tain the molt pleaſing diſcoveries. They 
and knmamze the heart; they remind us 
"hat we are citizens of the univerſe ;. they 
thow us how ſmall the part that we fil 
in the: immenſe: orb of being. Amid 
the amplitude of fuch contemplations, 
uperfluous trifles fhrink away; wealth 
and grandeur. '* hide their diminiſled 
\*6:hends3! a generous arnbition riſes in 
the thioughtful iind, to approve itſelf to 
ache Alllänſpecting eye of Him to whom 
Motte of his works are indifferent; but to 
lden thoſs only can be actefitatde; that, 


"ler the uncertainty and aer of 
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. ſublinary things, ſeek their knnen , hap- 
pineſs, and glory, in doing well. 

Permit me to aſk, whence it neogende 
| that ſtudies like theſe are neglected by the 
generality of your ſex ! Is it becauſe they 
are not calculated to inflame the fancy, 
and flatter the paſſions; or becauſe to 
| reliſh them to purpoſe, requires ſome de- 
| grec of ſolidity and judgment: - But 
did not the preacher ſay, that thęre were 
women who are no way deficient in theſe 


TW 


- MW latter.qualities? He did, and therefore 

1 WW pleaſes himſelf with the hope, that the 

e hints now offered may imprint conviction +» 
son ſuch, where there has been an omiſ- 
9 hon, and eon prnſeverance- Where 

ll there has not. 


As to works of unagleation; is; is 525 
lowed, on all hands, that the female mind 
is diſpoſed to be peculiarly fond of them; 
d and ſurely when blended with inſtruction, 
in ſo as to be rendered more immediately 
to ſubſervient to it, they have a Particular 
m claim to your attention. In this view ,, we: 
to muſt not forget to recommend. Fahles, 
at, Viſions; . and ſueb like m pO- 
of ſitions, Wcherę Faney ſports, under the 

controul of Reaſon! Dramatick Wriungs 
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alſo, where truth of character and purity 
of thought are preſerved; (of thefe laſt 
how inconſiderable the number); Poetry 'y 
of all kinds, where a ſtrict regard is paid 
to decorum, but chiefly of the ſublimer 
forms, where Nature, Virtue, Religion, are 
painted and embelliſſied with all the beau- 
ty of a chaſte yet elevated imagination. — 
What a field is here opened within the 
reach, and adapted to the turn of female 
Fathilties?* What a profuſion of intellec- 
tual ornament is ſpread before you, for 
memory to colle&, and for reflection to 
work upon! Hod many ſprightly, de- 
lightful, and lofty ideas do here paſs be- 
fore the mental eye, all dreſſed in the 
brighteſt colours! How ſtrangely inexcu- 
ſable nfuſt thoſe be, who complain at any 
time of want of amuſement, when the 
genius and invention of every illuminated 
age have taken ſuch "py pains! 70 ſup- 05 
ply the nobleſt! = 
I ſay nothing now of Novels and Ro- Ne 
mances, havin 8 had occaſion to fpeak « of Il |) 
them ſo lar gely in a former diſcourſe . But cul. 
I miüſt not omit to recommend thgſe ad- 
miteable Productions of the preſent cen- N 
tay) Which turn principally on the two 
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gear hinges. of ſentiment and character ; 
Joining geſeription to precept, and pre- 
ſenting, in particular, the moſt animated 
ſketches of modern manners, where the 
lkeneſs is caught warm from life; w hile 
the powers of fancy, v it, and judgment, 
combine to expoſe vice and folly, to en- 
force reformation, and, in ſhort, but Hint 
ed eſſays to convey the rules of dome ick 
wiſdom. and daily conduct. I need not 
here name the Spectator, or thoſe who. 
have followed him with various ſucceſs in 
the Came tract; many of them ing genious, | 
ſome of them maſterly writers. How. 
much are both ſexes indebted to their e- 4 
llegant pens, for a ſpecies of inſtruction . 
better fitted perhaps than moſt others of 
human device, to delight and 1 improve at 
the fame moment; . Is its ite its 


— und: <7 Ac); with wich we. 
are every day converſant. 
Works, of this kind are peculiarly cal- 
culated to allure, the lively and the ene 
ho. are not, 0 delivered over 9970 WERT | 
tio uſueſs, 5 5 Hard} y indeed. Mars or. 
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fancies are all alive and.reſtlefs, ſubmit t 
have their underſtandings attired at Wiſ: 
dom's glaſs; if lovely forms and ſmiling 
images be not often reflected from thence 
to detain the eye and captivate the heart 
In reality, none of you, my dear hear, 
can be too well acquainted with thoſe ap- 
pr oved maſters of life, thoſe able teach 
ers of decorum, thoſe. ſingularly ſucce(s 
ful painters of truth and morality. Let 
0k adviſe you to dwell on their pictures, 

o imlube their ſentiments, to r 
your minds with that inexhauſted fund df 
{tories and exam ples which they. have fur- 
niſhed. You. cannot fail of improving 

| under ſuch tutors. They too will provide 
vou with a tonch- ſtone by which to jucg! 
of other writings; .,and while you ae 
ſearehing, for knowledge as for hid 
<< treaſures, to nate ho Ween the 
pare Ore and the alloy. Ati 
I ſhould not on this e do nfl 
to your ſex, if I did not ſay, that fud 
| books as, thoſe laſt mentioned are, in 
particular degree, proportioned 0 tor 
ſcope of yaur capacities, Of this I a" 
certain, that amongſt women of ſenſe! 
have diſcovered an uncommon penetri 
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tion in in what relates to characters, an un- 

| omtnon dexterity in hitting them off 
through their ſeveral ſpecifick diſtinctions, 
and even nicer diſcriminations, together 
Vith a race of fancy, and a fund of what 
may be ſtrictly termed Sentiment, or a 
athetick manner of thinking, which 1 
have not ſo frequently met with in men. 
It would ſeem that Nature, by her libe- 


thy to the female mind in theſe reſpects, 
eas fech fit to compenſate what has been 
Fil 


ulged a defect in point of depth and 
Force; and a real defect, I beheve, it is, 
eſtimated abſolutely. If eſtimated with 
due re gard to the deſign and formation 
f the ſex, it ought. to be conſidered 3 as | 
o defect at all. ae 0 
I have already Janted: that to men a 
romen- the Almighty 8 allotted very 
ifferent provinces, on the filling of which 
vith ſuitable kinds of ability and excel- 
nce depends, under his conduct, the 
roper perfection and welfare of each. III 
UT have ſad, there fore, or may yet ſay, 
Foncerning pemäle Accomplimments, I 
ould be {till underſtood as recommend- 
g what is refined in ſtudy, and uſeſul in | 
be milder modes of life; not what 18 
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profound in the former, or of no mate- 
rial advantage in the latter. This hin- 
ders not, however, but that thoſe ladies, 
whom Nature, not confining herſelf to 
her cuſtomary operations, has endowed 
with any ſignal ſtrength of genius, may, 
if favoured alſo by their ſituation, give 
_ way to that original bent, by proſecuting 
ſeverer ſtudies to every prudent length. 
I ſay, to every prudent length. For ſhould 
they puſh their application ſo far as to 
hurt their more tender health, to binder 
thoſe family duties for which the ſex are 
chiefly intended, or to impair thoſe ſofter 
graces that give them their higheſt luſtre; 
nothing, I think, can be more apparent, Wa 
than that, in ſach caſes, they would re- re 
linquith their juſt ſphere, for one muck 21 
| Teſs amiable, and much leſs beneficial WW 
But neither from this, nor from what wa A 
advanced immediately before, does it fol 
low, that, in what relates to the acquilt 
tions of the mind, women in general may 
not purſue ſtudies that are ſolid, as well a 
entertaining; which leads mi to add, 
In the next place, that the moſt obi 
ous branches both of Natural and Nord 
Pluloſophy ſhould engage ſome portion 0 
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Vvour time. That they are fo ſeldom and 
bo lightly thought &, you muſt allow 
me to ſay, is a melancholy reflection. 
Does Creaton, through her infinitely ex- 
tended, and infinitely diverſified ſcenery, 
diſplay innumerable wonders? Have theſe 
been traced with {kill and accuracy, by 
many lenrned and many laborious hands? 
Are tney laid open to you, and almoſt 
preſſed upon you from every quarter? For 
Natural Philoſophy I confider Natural 
Hiſtory as a part. And can ye, with a 
giddy eye, turn away from this glorious 
pectacle, to gaze en the meaneſt orna- 


et d : 30 
re; ent of beauty, or che ſillieſt pageant of 
ot; anity; thus poorly, not to lay impiouſly 8 


proſtituting that admiration which ought | 


re- 
uch de be conſecrated e to the oth of "8 
cial 0c: All-perfect Creaton2?.. iu 


Are.the great and N . of 
onſcience, . the maxims of a wile and 
Wee behaviour, the Gates. you owe to 
he Supreme of Beings, to your fellow- 
ratuxes and yourſelbes; the rules ne- 
I fary for the, government of your oun 
bel tinds. in particular, or for the manage- 
id ent of thoſe that may be hereafter com- 
ited to your care; are and mighty 
\ £3 T 


- 


\ 
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conſiderations, unfolded and enforced 23 


; they have been-with equal clearneſs and 


eloquence by various writers---are theſe, I 


ſay, matters of fo little concern with you, 


that the buſineſs of contriving ſome petty 


circumſtance. of dreſs, or the care of 


ſettling ſome fooliſh party of pleaſure, 


ſhall be preferred in almoſt every caſe of 


competition? 


Here, I muſt aku; it is difficult to 


repreſs the riſmps of indignation. Here 


I cannot deny, but the feelings of con 


{ 

{ 

t 

tempt, mixed with thoſe of compadiion, : 
ſt 


are in ſome danger of baniſhing the fs 
vourable ideas we entertain of your ex 


when ſeen in happier points of light. ;, 
For ſhame, Ladies! let not this reproacl of 
. Yeſt on you any longer. Haſten to vi; 
cate your reputation from the inf} 
of impertinence and nonſenſe. Be ami Ra 
© bitious to demonſtrate, by the moſt ful or 
ſtantial proofs that you are capable 


better things than the placing of a ribbo 


4 & 


44 


J. 


Athoſe excellent ones of your ſex, wt 


or adjuſting an head-dreſs, than the gl 
tering in an aſſembly room, or prattin 
at A tea- table. Be all ardour to emuli ad- 
has 
without affecting to deſpiſe any thing 1 
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is innocently female, diſcoverin their con- 


| 

verſation among their friends, a mind 
| WE devoted to wiſdom, and ennobled by 
knowled ge. | | 

; The dutyand avant; ge of ella g the 


Scriptures, with a few books of the moſt 
ſerious and devotional ſtrain, I will take 
| another occafion to confider.------But, I 
think, I hear you exclaiming, that, though 
God has given you the capacities of in- 
tellectual improvement, men have denied 
vou the opportunities of it. Let us there- 
fore proceed to examine how this matter 
ſtands, Which was ited | 
Our ſecond point. fy your  complaind 
be well founded; you are certainly objects 
of pity, inſtead of blame. If the men, 
jealous of dominion, do really ſeek to de- 
preſs the women by keeping them in a 
ſtate of ignorance, they are ſurely guilty 
of equal cruclty and meanneſs., But 
though the complaint be a very common 
one, and very popular with, your ſex, I 
muſt take the liberty of ſaying, that it 
appears to me Mithout any foundation 
addquatenoithe bitterneſs with which it 
hals been 1made,> or to the an with 
which it / has been propagated. 
T 2 
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That your minds are often much ne- 
glected at home, that they are neglected 
perhaps yet more at many Boarding- 
ſchools, we readily admit, and heartily 
regret. But are you nevertheleſs defirous 
of knowled ge: Then what ſhoukl hinder 
you from attaining it? Is there any law 
or ſtatute by :vhich you are prohibited, 
under ſevere pains and penalties, to read, 
or to think, if you be ſo minded ? Books 
you. have, or may have, on every ſub- 
ject that is proper for you. "This is not a 
country where theſe are ſcarce; where 
Friendſhip, if permitted will not ſupply, 
er where Benevolence, if aſted, will not 


lend them. Lou will Be pleaſed to re- 


member too, that the price of one expen- 
Nye gown, or of one ſhining toy, ill at 
my time furniſſi a little library of the beſt 
authors. Nor does it appear, that yon 
are lata loſs ta find; as many plays and 

novels as the moſt inſatiable avidity can 
devour! But, in fact; there are: few 
young ladies, who are not tolerably pro- 
vided with books uſeful as Well as a+ 
mulſuig.; 5 and in thoſe; Who are nat: unde r 
the neceflity of earning, theitfbread, it is 
both an idle and unthankful pretence, t9 
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plead that they want either opportunity 
or leiſure for any one e — thas 

lex. | TEAS EP, | 
Not to denk of the time that od lo 
much.propriety they might, and that, for 
ſo many reaſons, they ought; to redeem 
from endleſs viſitings and other follies; 


what is there to prevent their reading al- 


ternately to one another, when cuſtonx 
or eapyeniency: engages them at work to- 
gether! Such an exerciſe would not only 


enlarge the ſtock of ideas in each indivi- 


dual, but alſo preſent materials on which 
their minds might operate, with an ener- 
g/ quickened by mutual exertion. 5 Ag 
« iron ſharpeneth iron, ſo doth the face 

© of {a woman her friend“ You can- 
not, my fair pupils, be offended, that 
to ſuit the quotation. to the argument, I 
hould here read Woman for Man. How 
{moothly have Þ ſeen thoſe hours ſteal a- 


Pay, Which | were thus employed in a : 


little ring of intelligent females, all ſweet- 
ly ſolicitous to 3 and ns e. 
by each other! 8 
By this means too may be acquired: a 
very valuable and! pleaſing accompliſti- 
mcav2 hat of W well; and tors 
1 3 
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cauſe, I preſume, it is to be aſcribed, in 
part at leaſt, that there not a few wo- 
men who poſſeſs it in no contemptible 
degree, and that there are ſome who read 
delightfully. It is likewiſe probably, in 
ſome meaſure, owing to that fine feeling 
of nature and of ſentiment, - which may 
be ſuppoſed to reſult from the delicacy of 
their organs. If, in the exerciſe I ſpeak 
of, they are often deficient where force 
and vehemence are requiſite, to that very 
delicacy it is obvious to impute it; and 
alſo 'perhaps to their running too com- 
monly into a monotony; Which ther 
xeachers have not taken ſufficient pain 
td re 1 7 otitis © 
Having touched on this! head, 1 Will 
take bears to remark by tlie way, that 
vothing, as I apprehend; can be more er- 
roneous than to begin the ſtudy of what I h. 
may be termed the Art of Reading, with BB 
- poetry  ehieffy.. For by the ow and - har- 8 
ib try of the numbers, a learner is carriel m 
dieb ane the repetition of oſe mu- 
Real tones; that chance to ſeide che car by 
With  partietifar delight 3 from whieh the th 
tif 
ke 


A e rw £A me 


voice, once got into the ſamò ſtpain, can- 
not without a ſtruggle perſuadle itſelf t6 


- 
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break away: a principle ſource of the * 
of monotony, where it has not been con- 


wacted by bad example, and where the 


ſenſe of an author is underſtood or at- 


tended to. Where it is not, the proper: 


emphaſis cannot be expected. 


Now, to prevent or remedy this prevail- 
ing evil, the moſt likely method, I con- 
ceive, would be to begin with frequently 
reading aloud thoſe productions, in proſe 
of which-the {tyle is plain and eaſy, ſuch 


as, unadorned Narrative, ſhort Stories, 


Familiar - Epiſtles ; but - principally thoſe 


that approach neareſt to the language of 


converſation, ſuch as Dialogues, and the 


beſt Dramatick Writings ; mixing for a 


eonſiderable time nothing g chat is verſified, 
and, endeaveuring te ſupport the voice 
with: firmneſs and ſimplicity, till you 
have formed a habit of ſo doing. Then 


| by low, and; almoſt imperceptible pro- 
Sreſſion, 50 ſnould ad vaneg to what is 
more varied, rhetor! 


rical, and raiſed; ſich | 
20 Allegories,;. Orations, Moral and Re- | 


kgiows Diſcourſes, and Eflays, of. the pa- 
thetick/kind,tpgether with che moſi beau- 


-tiful and elevated parts of Holy Writ 5 
| to Man an your voice has ac 


quired flexibility, expreſſion, and energy. 


different ſtyles; ſetting out with thoſe 
where there is leaſt, and riſing gradually 


der, the impaſſioned, and the ſublime. } 
Need I add, that all this ſhould be prac- p 


laborious and trouble 


nN 
1 
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After repeated and patient efforts in this 
way, you may proceed with ſucceſs to 
reading and reciting pieces of poetry, in 


to thoſe where there is moſt of the ten- 


tiſed in the frequent hearing, and under 
the kind enen of: an nene v 


ced judge? 


But — you think the praice too 
ſome. Do ye? Go, 
thou trifler, and be aſhamed of thy folly. 


gliſh, the ſkilful. uſe of Which, joined: to 
ſentiment and knowledge, wauld render 
thy conyerſation charming; and yet con- N ve 
tentedly to; puzzle thy, filly. [46's „with 


0 
v 
18 
m 
To neglect the ſtudy of thy native En- Wt: 
I 
ic 


| learning a Uttle imperfect F rench, which Wc 


it is a hundred — one if ever tliou ſhalt Nca 


haye occation to uſt oh prepoſterous Ita 


and futile} To the language laſt named, Win 
Lam no enemy; M gnly blame its occur ge 
pying ſo large a placę in the female edu- Na 
gn of this country. For, ladies. of fps 
rab the, Faſhion has: made it neceſlary- Wan 
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But what can be more ridiculous than to 

ſee bur city girls, not excepting the daugh- 

ters of plain tradeſmen and honeſt me- 
chanieks, taught for years together, at 
great expence, a ſmattering of that which, 

ſoon after they leave the Boarding-ſchool, 

is generally forgotten; while they are left 

I ignorant of the ſuperiour beauties and A 

| pronunciation of their mother- tongue? 
I mentioned the exerciſe of Recitg 
verſes. With relation to this, I would 
only ſay, that I do not wiſh a young 
0 WU woman toindulge it in any company, that 
„Essnot very pttvarc and choſen indeed; how. 
„mach ſpever it is to be deſired, that he 
- chould ſtore her memory with leine of the 
0 WW moſt ſelect ſentiments, and ſtriking de- 
er ¶ ſcriptions, from the beſt writers both in 
n- Wvcrſe and proſe. "CGD XÞ 
On this laſt: particular I: am | led to bb 
ch ſerve, that, for a diſengaged hour, there” 
alt N can be few occupations of greater enter-" 
us tainment or utility, than that ef ain 
d, ing en the mind thoſe paſſages from ar 
ur. good author, which happen to'pleaſe, li 

u- Nafſe® more than ordinary; either bp Rect 
of en often at the tine, 12 whey” 
xy are got by acts or by wniting them 
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down, or ſometimes bydoin & both. 'The 
adyantagesof ſuch a practice are ſufficient- 
ly apparent. Wouldd it be one of the leaſt, 
think ye, that the attention of her who 
was thus employed, would be often turned 
from viewing and admiring her perſon or 
greſs in the mirror, to the contemplation 
_ of Truth and Virtue, and fixing their fair 
and venerable image in her ſoul? 
Beſides the little opportunities of mental 
culture now enumerated, I muſt not for- 
get to add, that, in all probability, there 
are few young ladies who are not, or who 
may not be, acquamted with an perſons 
of both ſexes, endowed alike with worth 
and capacity, that would take the higheſt 
Pleaſure, by their converſation and coun- 
ſel, to aid them in the purſuit of know- 
ledge ; ; which brings me to conſider, 
In the laſt plac, Your* complaints of 
want of encouragement to that purſuit. 
WhO are they then that ſeek to diſcourage 
you? 1 aue read of fooliſh mothers, 
that would not ſuffer their daughters to 
read, left they ſhould dim the luſtre of 
"their Ses, or 0 eil the. Bloom of their 
W bee Bit 1 have never Met with 
that TE carried her folly ſo far. 
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3 On the other hand, I have known parents 


not a few, who, thongh they had little or 


no taſte for knowledge themſelves would 


yet ſpeak with the utmoſt ſatisfaction of a 
girl that was fond of her books. 
But perhaps my little friend is afraid, 
leſt the men ſhould ſuſpect her of bens, 
what the world ſtyles, in deriſion, a Leam- 
ed Lady. Indeed! Is this then a character 
ſo very eaſily acquired, that you are in 


| dangerof it the moment youemerge from 


the depth of ignorance, and begin ro think 


| and ſpeak like a reaſonable being? You > 


are over haſty in your apprehenſion. A 


| learned: Ladyis byno means a creature that 


we run the riſk of being often ſhocked 
with. For my own part, I have never, ſtrict- 
ly ſpeaking, ſeen ſuch a one; and Wh at 
any time, I have met with a approached 
to that character, I mult profeſs, I found 
nothing to excite terrour. But poſſibly you 
mean a ſmatterer in learning. There, in- 
deed, I join with you in wiſhing you 1 
never incur the imputation. 

That men are frighted at Female pe- 
dantry, i is very certain. A woman t! it 
affects to diſpate, to decide, to dictate on 
every ſubject; that watches or makes op- 


* 
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portunities of throwing out ſcraps of lite- 
rature, or ſhreds of philoſophy, in ever) 
company that engroſſes the converſa- 
tion, as if ſhe alone were qualified to en- 
tertain; that betrays, in ſhort, a bound- 
leſs intemperance of tongue, together 
with an inextinguiſhable paſſion for ſhi- 
ning by the ſplendour of her ſuppoſed ta- 
Tents ; ſuch a woman is truly inſufferable. 
At firſt, perhaps, ſhe may be conſidered 
merely as an object of ridicule ; but ſhe 
| ſoon prows into an object of averſion. Ee 
aſſured, however, that, where a character 
ſo unnatural appears, it is not the effect 
of too much Knowledge, but of too little. 
The deep river flows on 4 noble 
ſtillneſs, while the ſhallow ſtream runs 
babblin 9 along . Suſpicious of ber own 
deficiency, the Pedant we deſcribe ſuſ- 
pects leſt h. ſhould diſcover it; but, in- 
ſtead of learning caution from that con- 
ſciouſneſs, ſhe ſtrives to dazzle you with 
the little ſhe does know: Or elſe, what 
is more probable, elated with tha: which 
to her circumſcribed view appears great, 
ſhie cannot reſtrain herſelf from diſplaying 
it on all occaſions; when farther progreſs, 
and higher ground, would e taught 
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her modeſty, but ſhewing her immenſe 
regions of truth yet untravelled, of which 
| ſhe had no conception before. | 

In fact, we find that the beſt Scholars 
of either ek are the leaſt oſtentatious. It 
will ever be ſo, where erudition is accom- 
panied with judgment, and matured by 
reflection. Take care to preſerve ſober 
ſenſe, and unaſſuming manners: far from 
giving diſguſt by literary attainments to 
any perſon whoſe regard is of moment, 
you will give pleaſure to every thinking ; 
man and woman of your acquaintance. 
am even inclined to believe that, when 
In converfation, you claim no Fiod of, 
pre-eminence, but inſtead of pretending. 
to teach are willing to learn, inſtead of 
ourting applauſe are ready to confer it, 
ſtead of proudly directing are content 
metly to follow the current of diſcourſe, 
very creature living will be delighted 
vith / your deportment, will liſten with, 
Iitention;/\ and even deference, to one 1 
ho has thus learnt, that the nobleſt im- 
rovement of ſuperiour knowledge is fa-, 


mourhumility © 7 4 
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Now and then indeed there may be . 
idious female, who cannot bearto 
Vor. I. 3 
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| herſelf outdone. But that is a circum: 
ſtance, Which will only add to your ex- 
altation; while every one elfe will be 
tempted, for the ſake of mortifying her, 
to pay the more reſpect to you. Be this as 
it may, the notion that letters are apt to 
generate ſelf- conceit, becauſe it cannot 
be denied that the abuſe of them has often 
done ſo, will, in thoſe of the leaſt candour 
or diſcerument, ſerve to heighten eſteem I 
for her, who conſiders an excellent un- 
derſtanding as only next in value to al 1 
excellent temper. If, on any occaſion, i 
| ſhould happen, that the fooliſh or theo! 
worthleſs of one ſex, or of the other, at tl 
prejudiced againſt a young woman fordil-ce 
covering, though without a parade, a cul 
tivated mind, what then? Is not the {mg 
plaudit of a real judge ſufficient to out 
weigh a whole theatre of others! 
But you will aſk, Do we not often { 
5 "handſome ";diots coraplimented and careſ 
ed by thoſe men fromwhom betterthing 
might be expected; while the moſt a4 
ompliſhed women in the ſame compa! 
hal be over-looked, if deſtitute of 7 
nal charms ?. 'T he fact- cannot be i 
feld, and far be it from me to Jull 


* 
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fach . partiality. There is in beauty a 
magick, which certainly does enchant for a 
time the generality of beholders : But this 
wilt by no means excuſe; the injuſtice vf 
neglecting merit in thoſe who want that 
advantage. Let it be remembered, how- 
ever, that the triumph of their 1 is 
commonly, like that of the wicked, ſhort. 
The ſpell on which it is founded is ſoon 
broke, Men, at leaſt, of any ſignificance, 
are ſeldom long in recovering their ſenſes. 
The admiration raiſed: by a ſet of fea- 
u tures, or the tincture of. a ſkin,” 1 
the often, by the witleſmieſs of the poſſeſſor, 
trown down! in an inſtant. The witch- 
craft of a fair: outſide is always diſpelled 
by familiarity. Nothing can detain af- 
tection; + or fix eſteem, but that kind of 
beauty Which depends not on fleſh and 
blood. The leaſt degree ef underſtand- 
ng will be diſguſted at petulance, caprice, 
or nonſenſe, even in the faireſt form. Ex- 
ternal allurements are continually loſing; 
Internal attractions are continually, s gain - 
a8 A: beautiful character 58 is, as the 
morning: light, that ſhineth more and 
more unto the perfect day 5 Senſe, ? 
rt, ſweetneſs, are immortal. All be- 
U2 | 
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ſides “ withers like the praſs.” The : 
power of a face to pleaſe, or indeed to Wt 
diſpleaſe, is diminiſhed every time it is Wy 
ſeen. When appetite does net pr edomi- In 
nate, and appetite cannot Predominate a 
always, the ſoul will ſeek a foul; it will Nu 
refuſe to be ſatisfied with any thing leſz v 
If it find none, in vain ſhall the brighteſt Ma 
eye ſparkle, in vain ſhall the ſofteſt ſmile 
entice. But if a mind appear, and, where- 
ever it refides, a mind will appear, it is 
recognized, admired, and embraced; 
even though the eye ſhould poflefs no 
laitre, and ſmiles ſhould at the moment 
be baniſhed by ſorrow. 


ce Mind, mind alone, bear witneſs earth and hee ven, 
« The living fountain in itſelf contains 

« Of beauteous and ſublime! Here hand 1 in hand 
ec 85 it paramount the Graces- 


I cannot conclude this dldaur ſe, with 
out taking ſo fair an opportunity of ad- 
dreſſing myſelf to ſuch of the men as, by 
directing their praiſes of young women 
wholly or cliefiy to an outward appcar pre 
ance, turn the attention and ſolicitude oÞer; 
the little idols ſo ſtrongly that way, a8 C 
often to occaſion the neglect of thoſe in ble 
ward perfections which can alone giveJup 
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them value. Have you forgotten, Sirs, 
that what they ſee you admire, and hear 
you applaud, they will be induced to think 
moſt worthy of admiration and applauſe ; 
and that on it of courſe they will beſtow 
their whole or their chief care? If you, 
who ought to aſſiſt their judgments, and 
animate their reſolutions, in what relates 
to the conduct of fe, be accuſtomed to 
pay your main homage to their, perſons, 
their perſons they likewiſe will adore. 
Beauty with them will conſtitute Merit; 
and every other endowment will be em- 
ployed as a handmaid to dreſs that, if not“ 
as a pander to ſell it. Accordingly I fear, 
that to your ſcore muſt be charged many 
rrors of the ſex, often leſs juſtly impu- 
ed to them. , Thoſe. errors, I am fure, 
t would become you. to prevent, or to 
orrect at the ſource, by pointing; out to 
em what, in your wiſer hours, you 
vant and with them to be; and what, 
hen they are, will not 21 to captivate? 
Fe, to command ene and to add 
ermanence to bot 
Conſider, I beſeech you, how honours + 
ble it will be for you, inſtead of con- 
upting the fair, to mend them; inſteadt 
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of perverting their ideas, to lead their 

taſte to knowledge and elegance, to worth 
and delicacy, to humility and meekneſs; 
things, which in your inmoſt ſouls you 
cannot but prize, wheneyer you meet 
with them in an amiable woman, and of 
which you are ſecretly convinced the ab- 
ſence cannot be compenſated” by any ads 

vantages of form or feature, any deco- 
rations of faſliion or ſhow. How much 
nobler the power to ſave; than the power 
to deſtroy! How much ſweeter the praiſe 
of being eſteemed men of virtue and ſen- 
timent, the friends and patrons of the 
ſex, advocates for their true intereſt, and 
_ zealous to promote it, than that of being 
looked upon as ſmooth-tongued courtiers, 

or good- natured triflers! To flatter a gid- 
dy girl. into good humour, or even ten- 
derneſs, by telling her perpetually how 
bandſome or how fine ſlie is, requires no 
capacity. Every empty fellow, every fri- 


volous dangler, every wretc of a para- 
ſite can do the ſame. But to engage the 
eſteem of a woman of principle and diſ- 
cernment, to preſerve that eſteem, and 
even to enſure in her breaſt a ſilent teſti- 
mony, that you have contributed to eſta- 
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bliſh this principle, and to improve this 
diſcernment is triumph indeed! Thoſe 
coxcombs that in truth make no diſtinc- 
tion, but yet would perſuade every young 
thing they ſee, that her face, her ſhape, 
her dreſs, her air, ſurpaſs thoſe of all 
her ſex; and after throwing her into ec- 
ſtalies of ſelf complacence go away and 
laugh to their nene e a deteſt- 
able race. 

Concerning many of you, my friedds, 1 
hope better things. Nor do I mean by 
n- Jaught I have ſaid, rigidly to preclude e- 
he WW very degree of compliment in converſa» 
nd tion with the fair ſex. I am for commend- 
ag ing with moderation, what is commend- 
rs, Mable ; for acknowledging with prudence, 
d- N what is pleaſing. Young minds ought to 
-n- be encouraged. In ever y young mind 
ow chere is ſomething good. An agreeable 
no Wappearance is certainly engaging. Truth 
fr Will never deny it: courteſy will readily 
ra- own it. But then, under the ſhelter uf 
the kind approbation, ſalutary counſel may be 
lif-Yadmitted . Wiſdom may be found a wel- 
and come gueſt, when introduced by affec- 
ion -I was going to ſay, that vanity may 
| be ſucceſsfully turned N itſelf, nt 
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why ſhould the love of honeſt praiſe be 
deemed vanity! Even tell your female 
friends, that you do eſteem them for what- 
ever in their characters is eſtimable. Tell 

them without exaggeration, but gene- 
rouſly at the ſame time, What that is. De- 
ſcribe with complacence the qualities and 
accompliſhments, which you have ever 
held moſt truly attractive, which it is in 
their power to acquire, and which it will 
be their glory to poſſeſs. If they have 
beauty, be not afraid to add how alluring 
it appcars, when illuminated by ſenſe, 
and arrayed by viriue. If they have none, 
remind them freely that ſenſe and virtue 
have oftentimes borne away the palm 
from the fineſt figure that ever ery 


deified, if deſtitute of thoſe. han. and 
laſting EET ; : 
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